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F
ollowing Mississippi State’s 

first 20-win campaign during 

the 1957-58 campaign, the 

Bulldogs were poised for even 

greater success the following year. 

However, few could’ve expected 

the dominating season that was to 

follow.

     Led by coach Babe McCarthy, 

the Bulldogs cruised through the 

first nine games, winning eight of 

those contests by double digits and 

entering January with an unblem-

ished record. The highlight of 

that stretch came in a home clash 

against Union, where All-American 

Bailey Howell set a Bulldog record 

that still stands today with 47 

points in a dominating 121-78 win.

     MSU would taste defeat for the 

first time in the SEC opener at Au-

burn, but bounced back in impres-

sive fashion. The Bulldogs went on 

to win their next nine games, with 

many of those games getting out 

of hand quickly. Mississippi State 

had put itself in solid position to 

contend for a conference champi-

onship, but huge challenges were 

still to come.

     On Feb. 9, No. 1 Kentucky vis-

ited the 11th-ranked Bulldogs in 

what remains one of the biggest 

basketball games ever played in 

Starkville.

 MSU had only defeated UK once 

since 1925, but McCarthy’s squad 

was up to the challenge once again. 

Howell scored 27 points while 

Charles Hull added 14, and Missis-

sippi State claimed an enormous 

66-58 victory.

Stringing Together Wins

     Even after the huge win against 

Adolph Rupp’s Wildcats, the Bull-

dogs were still tasked with finish-

ing the season with five-consecu-

tive road games. MSU demolished 

Florida thanks to 43 points from 

Howell and then blew past Georgia 

in its next game. Mississippi State 

would then travel two Louisiana 

for two very important games 

against tough opponents, and 

McCarthy’s resilient team came 

through in hard-fought wins at 

LSU and Tulane.

     Entering the season finale 

against archrival Ole Miss, MSU 

was guaranteed at least a share 

of the SEC championship. But the 

Bulldogs were not interested in 

sharing.

     Because the game took place 

before the invention of the shot 

clock, the Rebels decided to keep 

possession of the ball for as long as 

possible in order to limit scoring 

opportunities for MSU’s dangerous 

offense. 

MSU’S HISTORIC 1958-59 SEASON 

ISSUE  27 |  DECEMBER 2014

http://tinyurl.com/oassdmt
http://tinyurl.com/nl85epq
http://tinyurl.com/ktkrska
http://tinyurl.com/ldvu4pu
http://tinyurl.com/m9vjukn
http://tinyurl.com/khbx2rd
http://tinyurl.com/lfwx7ye
http://tinyurl.com/ntd5tup


LEADERSHIP 

IS NOT ABOUT 

TITLES, 

POSITIONS OR 

FLOW CHARTS; 

IT IS ABOUT 

ONE LIFE

INFLUENCING 

ANOTHER.

- John C. Maxwell

F O R E V E R  T R U E  M A R O O N

TIM BOWERS
     Going pro is a dream held 

by plenty of athletes that walk 

through the doors of Mississippi 

State University, but not too many 

know exactly how that dream will 

turn out.  For former Bulldog point 

guard Tim Bowers, his dream led to 

much more than he ever expected.

      Raised in Gulfport, Bowers 

idolized the city’s own Chris Jack-

son, a fellow point guard who was 

drafted third overall in the 1990 

NBA Draft and spent nine seasons 

in the league before playing inter-

nationally.  

      “I actually got to meet him later 

in my career and now we’re team-

ing up to put together a basketball 

camp for young kids on the Gulf 

Coast,” Bowers says.  “I think he 

was an inspiration for a lot of kids 

growing up in Gulfport, playing 

Division I basketball and making it 

to the NBA.”

      After a dynamic career that left 

him among the best three-point 

shooters in Mississippi State his-

tory, Bowers followed the mold 

of Jackson and began a basketball 

career overseas.  Now, entering 

his 11th season as an international 

athlete and having played for clubs 

in Israel and Italy, Bowers has had 

the opportunity to experience a 

remarkably different culture of 

basketball from that of the United 

States.

      Bowers had to adjust to several 

differences between the European 

and American games, including the 

absence of a defensive three 

seconds violation and a three-point 

line drawn further from the hoop.  

However, with the exception of 

the 24-second shot clock, Bowers 

likened the European game to a 

college environment.

     “There is the same kind of in-

tensity on the court and the fans 

are all into it,” Bowers says.  “It’s 

crazy over there. It’s like a soccer 

game inside.  The fans are chanting 

and beating drums throughout the 

game. It’s exciting.”

     When asked what he has en-

joyed most about playing interna-

tionally, Bowers didn’t hesitate to 

say it was providing new experi-

ences for his family. 

     “I enjoy being able to give my 

wife and children something dif-

ferent to see, and not just them but 

my entire family that comes to vis-

it. I spent three years in Jerusalem. 

It was an experience in itself to be 

in the Holy City and see things you 

read about as a kid.”

Bowers Recounts His Time

      Self-described as “even-keel” 

and serious in the way he handled 

his business as a student and a bas-

ketball player, Bowers recounts his 

time at Mississippi State with great 

enthusiasm.

     “It feels like it was just last 

week,” says Bowers, who remains 

an avid follower of Bulldog sports.  

“The basketball things speak for 

themselves, like winning the SEC 

West and making tournament ap-

pearances. 
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2015
CAMP DATES

Team Camp

June 5-6

Overnight Camp

June 8-11

Skills Day Camp

July 27-31

Session 1: 5-10

Session 2: 11-18

For more information or 

to register please go to 

HailState.com/Camps

(Registration opens January 1, 2015)

2014-15
SCHEDULE

HAILSTATE.COM

 This month we bring you a set 

from the Memphis Grizzlies.  This 

quick hitter allows the Grizzlies to 

capitalize on consecutive actions 

that prove to be difficult to guard.  

It starts with the 5 and 2 in a stack 

on the right block, and the 3 & 4 in 

a horns set.  The 4 will screen for 

the 3, 3 will set a ballscreen for 1 

and pop.  1 will adavance pass to 

the 4.  5 breaks the stack and sets 

backscreen for 1, immediatly fol-

lowed by a downscreen for the 3 

for a shot. 

Click here for video of the play

C O A C H ’ S  C O R N E R

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES
BACKSCREEN DOWNSCREEN

mailto:abauman%40athletics.msstate.edu?subject=Bulldog%20Banter%20
http://tinyurl.com/l68tcom
http://tinyurl.com/o4kfngx
http://tinyurl.com/kcmyed8


S E A S O N  C O N T I N U E D

FROM PAGE 1

B O W E R S  C O N T I N U E D

FROM PAGE 2

YOU CAN 
MAKE 

PROGRESS 
OR YOU CAN 

MAKE 
EXCUSES, BUT 
YOU CAN’T DO 

BOTH.
-UNKNOWN

C O M P L I A N C E  U P D AT E

Q: What is crowdfunding and is a student-athlete 

permitted to participate in a for-profit crowdfunding 

service?

A: Crowdfunding is the pract ice of funding a project 

or vent ure by raising monetary contribut ions from a 

large number of people, t ypically via the internet. No, a 

st udent-athlete is not permitted to use his or her name 

or pict ure to advert ise, recommend or promote directly 

the sale or use of a commercial product or service of any 

kind including a crowdfunding ent it y.

 The end-result was an extremely 

low-scoring affair, but one where 

MSU mustered enough scoring to 

earn a 23-16 win. The Bulldogs 

were SEC Champions for the first 

time ever.

 Sadly, state laws prevented the 

Bulldogs from participating in the 

NCAA Tournament that season, 

and as the champion of the nation’s 

best conference, MSU would have 

had a legitimate chance of win-

ning the national title. Mississippi 

State ended the season with an 

astonishing 24-1 record and was 

ranked third in the final AP Poll, 

and Howell and McCarthy’s names 

hang from the rafters of Humphrey 

Coliseum today thanks in large part 

to that incredible 1958-59 season.

I still remember Coach Akins, the 

academic staff, and the fans, but I 

loved being around the guys. You 

form a brotherhood that you live 

with for the rest of your life and 

I still talk to some of these guys 

every other day like Z (Derrick 

Zimmerman), Wesley Morgan, and 

Mario Austin.  It’s those personal 

things you remember most.”

http://www.ncaa.org
http://secsports.go.com
https://twitter.com/RickRay1
https://twitter.com/MSUCoachBrooks
https://twitter.com/CoachFlanigan
https://twitter.com/CoachHollender
https://twitter.com/CoachAdamGordon
https://twitter.com/CoachBauman
https://twitter.com/TannerSmith5
https://twitter.com/MSUSportsGregg
https://twitter.com/StricklinMSU
http://tinyurl.com/ljkod8h
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK

