
LENGTH, ATHLETICISM, & DEPTH 
HIGHLIGHT 2014-2015 PREVIEW 

B
oasting increased length, 

athleticism, and depth, the 

Mississippi State Bulldogs are 

a confident group as they head into 

the 2014-2015 campaign.

 The Bulldogs return five starters 

from a team that increased its win 

total by three in Rick Ray’s second 

season as head coach at MSU. One of 

these key returnees is Craig Sword, 

who led the team in scoring and 

assists last season.  Sword honed 

his skills at point guard during the 

offseason and will add size to the 

position in order to compliment 

smaller, quicker point guards I.J. 

Ready and Trivante Bloodman.

 Junior Fred Thomas has been 

another popular name among the 

coaching staff.  Thomas worked on 

improving his shot selection during 

the summer and has developed into 

a lockdown defender.  His growth 

has certainly impressed Ray.

 “I think that he is legitimately 

going to be an SEC All-Defensive 

team guy,” said Ray, who enters 

his third season with the Bulldogs. 

“I don’t see any reason why he 

wouldn’t be. Every single time 

that we play somebody, more than 

likely Fred Thomas is going to be 

on the other team’s best offensive 

perimeter player.”

INJURIES

 Although MSU received disap- 

pointing news that the team may be 

without Sword (back) for the first 

several games and junior college 

transfer Johnny Zuppardo (torn 

ACL) will be out for the season, Ray 

remains confident that the Bulldogs 

can overcome those injuries.
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SPOTLIGHT

Q: HOW DID YOU FEEL 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 
GAME:

A: I thought our guys re-
ally came out with a great 
intensity on the defen-
sive end in the first half, 
and I thought that really 
carried over to the offen-
sive end. I was happy that 
some guys got some min-
utes that have never got-
ten to play here before, 
but now we got move on 
and get ready for West-
ern Carolina on Friday.

Q: HOW WOULD YOU 
ASSESS GAVIN WARE’S 
PLAY?

A: Well, the first thing is 
we threw the ball in to 
him. Our guys did a re-
ally good job of search-
ing him out. You can see 
he’s got legitimate post 
moves and when you give 
him time and space in or-
der to make those moves 
he’s pretty effective.

Q: HOW MUCH HAS THE 
FULL-COURT PRESS IM-
PROVED?

A: We made some mis-
takes in it but the thing 
that is encouraging to me 
is when we make those 
mistakes we have the 
length and the quickness 
to make up for it. 

F O R E V E R  T R U E  M A R O O N

F
rom major college success to a 

professional career overseas, 

Derrick Zimmerman has 

established himself in the competitive 

realm of basketball but still remembers 

his roots. 

 Many people find what they are 

passionate about early in life; however, 

not many find this passion as a toddler.

     “My father introduced me to basketball 

at the age of four,” Zimmerman said. 

“He was a high school basketball coach 

for thirty-plus years, so I was always 

around basketball.”

 After a successful career at Wossman 

High School in Monroe, La., the 

6-3 guard made his debut with the 

Bulldogs in 1999. Although a gifted 

player, Zimmerman had to work hard 

at his game to keep up in the rigorous 

Southeastern Conference. 

     “Going from high school to the SEC, I had 

to become bigger, stronger and faster,” 

Zimmerman said. “I had to strengthen 

myself physically and mentally to be 

able to play in the SEC because it is such 

a competitive conference.”

 Nevertheless, Zimmerman led MSU 

to great success during his career. He 

helped lead the 2001-2002 squad to 

a school-record 27 wins and an SEC 

Tournament Championship. During his 

senior season, the Bulldogs won the 

SEC Western Division and earned their 

second-straight berth in the NCAA 

Tournament.

 Along with these team 

accomplishments, Zimmerman main- 

tained his own success. He was selected 

twice to the All-SEC squad and also 

earned a spot SEC All-Tournament Team 

twice.  He played in 127 career games, 

starting in 66 of those games his junior 

and senior years. Zimmerman currently 

ranks second on MSU’s all-time list with 

205 steals. 

 Zimmerman’s basketball career did 

not end at Mississippi State. In 2003, 

he went on to pursue a professional 

career and was selected 40th overall 

in the NBA Draft by the Golden State 

Warriors. Zimmerman played three 

seasons in the NBA D-League and was 

named the NBDL’s Defensive Player of 

the Year twice.

 Zimmerman would also make his 

name on the international scene, as he 

played for various teams in Germany, 

Italy and Poland. 

 Although Zimmerman made basketball 

his daily job, he still remains true to his 

passion for the sport and recalls his time 

at MSU and the connection he had with 

his fellow Bulldogs.

 “What I remember the most is how 

we respected each other so much and 

how we worked together to accomplish 

things. It was us against the world.”

DERRICK ZIMMERMAN



2015 CAMP DATES

Team Camp

June 5-6

Overnight Camp

June 8-11

Skills Day Camp

July 27-31

Session 1: 5-10

Session 2: 11-18

For more information or 

to register please go to 

HailState.com/Camps

(Registration opens January 1, 2015)
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 The NBA season has officially 

started and with that we bring you 

a play the Cavaliers under 1st year 

head coach David Blatt began their 

season with. 1 initiates the offense 

with a dribble entry and a clear 

out from the 3 man. While this is 

happening, the 4 man sets a UCLA 

screen for the 2 man.  The 4 man 

sets a down screen for the 5. Once 

the 5 sprints the high post, the 2 

man comes to set a screen for the 

4. This screen the screener action 

is extremely difficult to guard with 

such skilled big men. 

 The best part about this particu-

lar play, is that there is a second op-

tion which makes it confusing for 

the defenders. This time, the 2 man 

screens for the 5. With the 5 flash-

ing hard to the block, the 2 man de-

fender must help. While he helps, 

the 4 man comes down and screens 

for the 2. The 2 now sprints up for a 

wide open shot at the top of the key. 

C O A C H ’ S  C O R N E R

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: “OPTION 5”
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Click here for video of the play

LOSERS SAY WHAT THEY’LL DO;

DO WITHOUT
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P R E V I E W  C O N T I N U E D

FROM PAGE 1

- C O A C H  R A Y ,
O N  F R E D  T H O M A S

“I THINK THAT HE 
IS LEGITIMATELY 
GOING TO BE AN 
SEC ALL-DEFENSIVE 
TEAM GUY”

C O M P L I A N C E  U P D AT E

Question: Can an institution issue a National Letter of 

Intent (NLI) to a prospective student-athlete without 

an athletics aid agreement?

Answer: No, the NLI must be accompanied by an 

athlet ics aid agreement.

     “This is something that you want 

to make sure that you build for, as 

far as depth is concerned,” Ray said.  

“I think in the past two years, a 

Johnny Zuppardo ACL injury would 

have been devastating to our team, 

but now with our depth that we 

have, especially on the front line, 

it’s not as debilitating.” 

     The reasons for Ray’s optimism 

lie in a slew of young players wait-

ing to make their Mississippi State 

debuts.  True freshmen Oliver Black 

and Demetrius Houston, as well as 

junior college transfer Travis Dan-

iels, bring excellent size and versa-

tility to the three and four positions.  

Such length should only increase 

the Bulldogs’ presence on the offen-

sive glass and assist a defense that 

sported the second most steals in 

the SEC last season.     

     Redshirt freshman Fallou Ndoye 

also adds a 6-11 frame that can 

pair with last year’s top rebound-

er Gavin Ware to give the Bulldogs 

eye-popping height and post com-

petition that has been absent in pre-

vious years.

     Extra size and depth should pay 

dividends when Mississippi State 

battles 2014 Final Four finalists 

Florida and Kentucky.  Saint Louis, 

which has reached three consecu-

tive NCAA Tournaments, figures to 

provide valuable non-conference 

preparation for the SEC slate, while 

Pac-12 and ACC foes Oregon State 

and Florida State, respectively, 

should help provide early competi-

tion from power conferences.  
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