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 Mississippi State will trav-
el to Maui, Hawaii, this sea-
son to make the program’s 
first appearance in the EA 
SPORTS Maui Invitational. 
MSU is just one of 12 bas-
ketball teams invited to par-
ticipate in the elite event.  
 Before heading west, 
the Bulldogs will open the 
tournament against Florida 
Atlantic on Nov. 13 in Hum-
phrey Coliseum at 7 p.m. 
 Following the game, MSU 
will travel to Hawaii to face 
North Carolina on Nov. 19 
at 5 p.m. The last time the 
Tar Heels and Bulldogs met, 
North Carolina claimed a 
76-74 victory in the second 
round of the 2010 NIT. The 
Maui Invitational will be the 
sixth meeting between the two teams, with UNC leading 
the series 5-0. 
 The Maroon and White will then battle either Butler, 
who is also making its first appearance in the tournament, 
or 2007 tournament runner-up, Marquette, on Nov. 20 at 

1:30 or 7 p.m. The tournament 
will conclude on Nov. 21. 
 Other teams participating 
in the tournament, besides the 
before mentioned are: USC, 
Illinois, Texas and host-Cham-
inade. 
 Heralded as one of the 
most prestigious college tour-
naments, the Maui Invitation-
al started on Dec. 23, 1982. 
Throughout the past 29 years, 
93 schools have competed in 
the tournament, representing 
21 conferences and 39 states.  
The tournament takes place 
in the Lahaina Civic Center, 
which seats 2,400.
 While in Hawaii MSU will 
not only be playing basketball, 
but the tournament also pro-
vides times and events for the 

teams to experience the Island and everything it has to 
offer. 
 Tickets are now available through mauiinviational.com. 
You can also see the Bulldogs play in the tournament on 
television at ESPN2. 

Bulldogs Pack Their Bags For The Aloha State

Maroon Madness Takes Over Starkville
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By the end of the 2012 calendar year, Troy fans will have 
gotten a steady dose of the Bulldogs.

First, the Trojans had to defend their home against the 
visiting Gridiron Bulldogs. Now the Hardwood Bulldogs 
come calling. 

The Nov. 9 matchup between Mississippi State and Troy 
will tip off the 2012-13 season for the Maroon and White, 
officially launching the Rick Ray era.

The contest between Troy and MSU will be the inaugural 
game of the new 5,550-seat Trojan Arena and will also be 
the first time since 2005 that State has opened up the season 
on the road. 
 No matter where the games have been played, the Bulldogs 
have always seemed to have an edge over the Trojans. The 

Maroon and White have been in the win 
column all nine times they have suited up 
to play Troy. 

Last season the Bulldogs routed the Trojans in Starkville, by 
a score of 106-68. Jalen Steele turned in a 15-point effort, all 
coming from long range for the junior guard thanks to five 
made 3-pointers.

Three Bulldogs will have homecomings when MSU and 
Troy tip off. 

Freshman Craig Sword, sophomore Roquez Johnson and 
senior Wendell Lewis all call Alabama home. Sword and 
Johnson reside from the same city of Montgomery, and 
Lewis hails from Selma. Alabama is also the home state of 
assistant coach George Brooks, who is a Lafayette native.

State To Invade Troy Once Again, 
This Time On The Hardwood

Roquez Johnson  
•  So • Forward  •   
Montgomery, Ala.

Q: What game are you 
most looking forward to this 
season? 
A: The North Carolina game. 

Q: Who is your favorite NBA 
team?  
A: New York Knicks.

Q: How old were you when 
you started playing basket-
ball?  
A: Seven. 

Q: Where is your favorite 
place in Starkville? 
A: The Hump. 

Q: What is your favorite TV 
show? 
A: Family Guy. 

Former Bulldog Jamont Gordon has been called many 
things in his basketball career: A freight train, a scoring 
machine, even a basketball player in the body of a lineback-
er, but there’s one name that he hopes always stays with him. 
That is: Jamont Gordon, member of the Bulldog family.

Five years removed from No. 44 suiting up on the hard-
wood, fans can still remember just how dominating Gordon 

was. Barking out 
signals as the floor 
general, Gordon 
was a coach’s 
dream. His large 
frame and quick 
moves to the 
hoop made him 
Starkville’s Lebron 
James. When Gor-
don drove to the 
basket, defenders 
braced for impact. 

If worrying about 
the threat of a hard 
drive to the hole 

wasn’t enough, opponents had to guard from Gordon rising 
up for a little string music. 

Now the former Bulldog great is wowing a different kind of 
fan with those same skills. 

These fans are just a tad bit rowdier and a tad bit more… 
well, Turkish. 

The Galatasaray Medical Park club in Istanbul, Turkey is 
where he is now is wowing fans these days. 

“The fans here overseas are more passionate. They love bas-
ketball,” said Gordon of the overseas fan base. “Our games 
are always sold out here in Istanbul. Just think of our crazy 
fans at The Hump times 10, plus they all are chanting in 
Turkish. It’s quite a scene!”

Playing overseas would be quite an adjustment for a kid 
coming from Tennessee and spending his college days in 
Starkville, but for Gordon its all about responsibility and 
paying bills.

“It was difficult at first, because you are away from your 
family and friends,” he said. “Playing ball overseas isn’t for 
everyone. I’ve seen many players who couldn’t handle it; 
they would get homesick and leave for home.  I knew I had 
responsibilities though, so I stuck it out and it has worked 
out for me.” 

Twitter has helped Gordon reconnect with the Maroon and 
White faithful. Seeing the success of the Bulldogs on the 
Gridiron and just the nostalgia of his playing days at The 
Hump has given the southpaw guard an itch for making a 
homecoming to Starkville. 

“I definitely plan to come back and visit. I think it will be 
pretty cool to come back and see all the changes that have 
taken place on campus,” Gordon said. “I want to see all the 
new facilities and hopefully they have some pictures of me 
on the walls! I encourage fans to tweet me pictures of the 
new facility or if they see pictures of me around campus.”

 Forever Maroon And White

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865


Team Camp
may 31sT - June 2nd

IndIvIdual Camp
June 3rd-June 6Th

day Camp
July (TBa)

Play of the Month

Strength & Conditioning Drill of the Month
Pre-Practice Dynamic Warmup

The November play(s) 
of the month come from 
the 2006-2007 Memphis 
Grizzlies and Mississippi 
State Alum Lawrence Roberts.  The “Zipper Ballscreen” 
allows your best scorer (2) to come off a zipper cut 
looking to score and then is followed with a ballscreen 
and roll-replace action with the 4 & 5.  The “Zipper 
Rescreen” play is an extension of the previous play.  If the 
2 can not get a catch off the zipper cut, then he continues 
off the flare and gets into a rescreen & dive action with the 
5.

This drill allows your players to work on a 
plethora of defensive skills.  It concentrates 
on defensive slides, line of ball, closeouts, 
blockouts, and 1-on - on ball defense.  In 
addition, if you don’t have managers you 
can substitute your players for managers 
and work on offensive skills as well.  Those 
would include ball handling, passing and 
1-on-1 attack moves. 

Before any athlete goes through practice, a game, or exercise, it is very important the session begin with a warm-
up period. There are two types of warmups: dynamic and static. Dynamic is characterized as moving around, 
such as a lunge walk, while static is standing still and holding a stretch. The following warm up is mostly dynamic 
with some static movements toward the end of the session. Warming the body up is helpful in preventing injury 
and is also the best way to prepare the body for the physical stress that is about to be placed on the athlete. The 
role of a warmup is to increase the body’s internal core temperature, muscle temperature, increase blood flow 
to the muscles and to loosen the joints of the body. With the following warmup, the role is to do sport-specific 
moves, such as run to half court then turn and back peddle, along with the general movements, like the lunge 
walk, that prepare the lower body for the sport specific moves that the athlete will go through during the practice. 
Soon to come: Post practice stretching!

Zipper Ballscreen

Zipper Rescreen

Drill of the Month
Full Court Jam/Line of Ball

Jarvis Varnado in the  
News! 

Arnett Moultrie in 
the News!

Click here for video of the Play of the Month

Behind the Scene 
Look at SEC Media 
Day with Rick Ray

Click here for the Drill of the Month

Click here for the MSU Dynamic Warmup

Mini Season Ticket Package
9 games for $99. All five 
non-conference and all 
Wednesday SEC games are 
included in this deal. Tickets 
can be purchased online at 
HailState.com/tickets or by 
calling 888-GO-DAWGS.

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/1381231-ranking-every-2012-13-nba-team-by-its-12th-man/page/12
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/1381231-ranking-every-2012-13-nba-team-by-its-12th-man/page/12
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/1381231-ranking-every-2012-13-nba-team-by-its-12th-man/page/24
http://youtu.be/IPLQDoiO5iU
http://tinyurl.com/bwhcydn
http://youtu.be/6NFCe5DuvlA
http://youtu.be/KnOhQX0FbyM


Date Team   Time  TV

4-Nov William Carey (exh) 4 pm 

9-Nov at Troy   7 pm 

13-Nov Florida Atlantic  7 pm 

19-Nov vs. North Carolina  5 pm  ESPN2

20-Nov vs. Butler/Marquette 1:30 pm/7 pm ESPN2

21-Nov 3rd Round Maui Invite TBA 

27-Nov Alcorn State  7 pm 

November Schedule

Mississippi State Compliance Update
Q: What happens when a prospective student-athlete signs an 
NLI with one school but attend a different school?  
A: If a prospective student-athlete signs an NLI with one school 
but opts to attend a different school participating in the NLI 
program, the prospect may not compete in intercollegiate 
athletics until he or she completes one full academic year 
in residence at the new school.  The prospect will also be 
charged with the loss of one season of intercollegiate athletics 
competition in all sports.

Compliance Quick Links Question of the Month

Click Here for the Official Maui Invitational Website

NCAA Division I Eligibility Standards

NCAA Junior College Transfer Rules

NCAA Transfer Guide

Click Here for Question of the Month Archives

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://www.mauiinvitational.com
http://www.nmnathletics.com/fls/16800/pdf/compliance/ncaa_eligibilityhs.pdf%3FDB_OEM_ID%3D16800
http://tinyurl.com/a5w7l5t
http://tinyurl.com/bmgvha2
http://tinyurl.com/anfqc8f
http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
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