
BLACK MAKING ALL THE RIGHT 
MOVES ON THE COURT

     Transitioning from high school 

to the collegiate level can be a chal-

lenge for many incoming freshmen. 

But power forward Oliver Black 

has accepted that challenge and 

has already started to make strides 

on the hardwood in his short time 

on campus. 

     “He’s done a great job, and he’s 

a tremendous worker,” MSU coach 

Rick Ray said. “He wins all of our 

sprint drills at 6’9. He’s the guy that 

is lapping people in conditioning. 

He’s gotten bigger and stronger 

just in the little time that he’s been 

here.”

     Black said he hasn’t always 

been a top guy in conditioning 

on his teams, but when he got to 

Starkville, he knew he wanted to 

change that.  

     “The transition from high school 

to college is completely different,” 

Black said. “The level of intensity 

and knowledge takes a lot more ef-

fort. Everybody is good at this lev-

el. You have to practice more than 

you ever would in high school. 

Over the summer, I had time to 

think about my future and college 

life. I told myself I would need to 

work harder in order to compete at 

this level, and that’s what I’ve been 

trying to do.”

     The Jackson, Miss., product 

played three seasons at Wingfield 

High School before spending his 

senior season at IMG Academy in 

Bradenton, Fla., where he aver-

aged 14 points, 12 rebounds and 4 

blocked shots. 

     “IMG helped me out both aca-

demically and athletically,” Black 

said.  “Academically, it prepared 

me for the classroom in college. 

In terms of basketball, it was a 

lot tougher than high school and 

regular ball. We traveled a lot to 

different states with a lot of solid 

competition. So I think that helped 

me see how competitive the colle-

giate level of play would be.”
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CAMPS
WE ARE IN THE 

PROCESS OF 

FINALIZING OUR 2015 

CAMP DATES.  STAY 

TUNED FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

“WHEN PEOPLE 
TRY TO 

DOWNPLAY THE 
SIGNIFICANCE 
OF PRACTICE, I 
CAN TELL YOU, 

YOU’RE HEADED 
TO LOSING.”
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- TOM THIBODEAU,
CHICAGO BULLS HEAD COACH

M E M O R A B L E  M O M E N T

     Co-champion of the SEC West 

Division with an impressive 12-4 

record in conference play during the 

1994-1995 season, Mississippi State 

eyed a strong postseason run in its 

first NCAA Tournament appearance 

in four seasons.  As the West Region-

al’s fifth seed, the Bulldogs drew a 

first round matchup with Santa Clara 

and knocked off the Steve Nash-led 

Broncos 75-67 to set up a date in the 

Round of 32 with the Utah Utes.

     Armed with future NBA talent in 

Keith Van Horn and Michael Doleac, 

the fourth-seeded Utes entered the 

contest having won 14 of their last 15 

games.  Unfortunately for Utah, Mis-

sissippi State touted the nation’s best 

defensive field-goal percentage near-

ly all season and was ready for a dog 

fight.  Leading the physical play was 

future first round pick Erick Dampier, 

who changed the complexion of the 

game with his post presence. Ahead 

23-20 with 4:09 left in the first half, 

the first-team All-SEC Dampier put 

together a string of incredible defen-

sive plays to help the Bulldogs seize 

momentum.

      First, Dampier blocked two con-

secutive shots by Utah center Ben 

Melmeth. After the second block, 

the ball was picked up by Van Horn, 

who attempted a layup underneath 

the hoop.  The Bulldogs’ center had 

other plans, however, swatting the 

ball away once more.  The basket-

ball touched Van Horn as it flew out 

of bounds, prompting celebration 

among the MSU faithful.

     Dampier was not finished, adding 

to his defensive dominance equally 

impressive offensive play.  Spinning 

around Ute defenders in the lane, 

Dampier converted seven of his eight 

first half shot attempts to close the 

half with 16 points.  Utah began to 

double-team the Bulldog bruiser in 

the paint, but MSU made the Utes pay 

dearly.  Darryl Wilson and Marcus 

Grant dropped two three-pointers 

apiece to cap a 12-2 run and send 

head coach Richard Williams’ Bull-

dogs to the locker room with a 35-22 

advantage.

     Firing on all cylinders, the Maroon 

and White took the floor in the sec-

ond half and increased the lead to 19 

points.  Although Utah would close 

the gap to 63-57 with under two min-

utes to play, Mississippi State refused 

to let the game slip away and end-

ed the game on top, 78-64.  Red hot 

entering the contest, Utah shot just 

35-percent from the field, the team’s 

second-lowest field goal outing of the 

season.  Dampier tallied 21 points, 

10 rebounds, and eight blocks, while 

Wilson led all scorers with 32 points 

to help the Bulldogs reach the Sweet 

16 for the first time since 1963.

     Although Mississippi State would 

fall to top-seeded and eventual na-

tional champion UCLA in the follow-

ing round, the exciting postseason 

run gave the Bulldogs the confidence 

that they could compete with the 

best.  With tournament experience 

under its belt, MSU harnessed the 

emotion of its successful 1995 post-

season and rode it to the Final Four 

the very next season.

MSU ADVANCES TO 1995 SWEET 16
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SPOTLIGHT

DANIEL GRENIER
HEAD MANAGER

WHAT BROUGHT YOU 
TO MSU?

When I toured Missis-
sippi State while in high 
school, I loved the feel 
of the campus. It was 
beautiful and I real-
ly liked the small town 
feel. Also, everyone 
who I interacted with on 
campus was very friend-
ly to me. I loved the hos-
pitality they showed me.

WHAT IS THE BIG-
GEST THING YOU’VE 
LEARNED AS A STU-
DENT MANAGER?

I have learned how to 
manage my time wise-
ly. This job can be really 
busy at times, especial-
ly during the season. 
Good time management 
allowed me to do well 
in school while being 
a manager for a major 
college basketball team.

WHAT ARE YOUR 
PLANS AFTER GRADU-
ATION?

I am trying to become a 
graduate assistant for a 
college basketball team 
after I graduate. I will 
be going to grad school 
regardless to further my 
education.

 11 Man Break  is a contin-

ual 3 on 2 scenario that helps you 

work on advantage basketball.  

The drill starts by the offense at-

tacking the defense looking for a 

layup. When the shot goes up, all 

5 guys try to get the rebound. The 

player that comes up with the re-

bound outlets to the x’s standing 

at the coach hashes.  The two of-

fensive players that didn’t get the 

rebound stay on to play defense 

while the other two fill the hash 

spots for the outlet pass. It is now 

3 on 2 at the other end. The drill 

continues this way for as many 

minutes as you like.  Emphasize 

getting rebounds in this drill, and 

encourage your players to try to 

stay in as long as they can!
Click above for video of the drill

11 MAN BREAK

C O A C H ’ S  C O R N E R

 Players split up and start 

on both baselines.  For one minute, 

they attack the cones and cross 

over at each one.  At the last cone, 

the players make their move and 

accelerate to the rim for a power 

layup.  After a minute, the move 

changes.  The progression of moves 

you make After that minute, the 

move changes from between the 

legs to  behind the back. This is an 

excellent drill to warm your play-

ers up for a high energy practice.

   

Click here for video of the drill

FULL COURT CONE BALLHANDLING

FastPrint 1 1 Man Break pg. 1

All Contents Proprietary

Mississippi State

X

X

O

O O

O

O

OO

X X

The dri l l is a continual 3 on 2 scenario. The offense attacks
the defense looking for a layup. When the shot goes up, all
5 guys attack the rebound. The player that comes up with
the rebound turns t o outlet and attacks the other end o f the
floor with the two players waiting at the hash t o come in.
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Two players that didn't get the rebound stay on t o play
defense while the other two f i l l the hash spots for the outlet
pass. I t is now 3 on 2 at the other end. The dri l l continues
this way for as many minutes as you like.

FastPrint Cone Ballhandling pg. 1

All Contents Proprietary

Mississippi State

1

1

Players split up and start on both baselines. For one minute, they attack the cones and cross over
at each one. At the last cone, the players make their move and accelerate t o the r im for a power
layup. After a minute, the move changes from cross over at each cone t o between the legs. After
that minute, the move changes from between the legs t o behind the back. This is an excellent
dri l l t o warm your players up for a high energy practice.
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O L I V E R  B L A C K
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- C O A C H  R A Y ,
O N  O L I V E R  B L A C K

C O M P L I A N C E  U P D AT E

Q: What is the allowable length of time for an 

Official Visit (Expense Paid) for a prospective 

student-athlete visiting a Division I institution? 

A: The official visit shall not exceed 48 hours, 

measured from the time the prospect first reaches 

campus or is entertained in any manner by the 

institution whichever comes first.  At the completion 

of the 48-hour visit, the prospective student-athlete 

must depart the institution’s campus immediately.

     As a three-start recruit, the Bull-

dogs’ coaching staff played a major 

role in Black’s commitment to MSU. 

“I love our staff,” Black said. “I feel 

like everyone is trying to make me 

a better person on the court and 

off, and I can accomplish my goals 

and school.” and that he is ready to 

play with and against many com-

petitive players. 

     Likewise, he considerers himself 

a team player that always tries to 

get everybody hyped. 

    “You can call me the ‘hype man,’” 

he said. 

     Black and other incoming fresh-

men add much-needed size and 

depth to Coach Ray’s program. 

     Ray said the Bulldogs will now 

actually have guys who can go 

up, challenge and finish shots at 

the rim, and he is excited to see 

Black and redshirt freshman Fallou 

Ndoye at the five and four posi-

tions. 

     “With them in those positions, 

you can do anything you want to as 

far as ball-screen defense because 

of those guys’ mobility and ability 

to move their feet,” Ray said.

Black describes himself as a de-

fensive player that loves to make 

energy plays and said he is looking 

forward to making instant contri-

butions to the 2014-15 squad.

“HE’S THE GUY THAT 
IS LAPPING PEOPLE 
IN CONDITIONING. 

HE’S GOTTEN BIGGER 
AND STRONGER JUST 
IN THE LITTLE TIME 

THAT HE’S BEEN 
HERE.”
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