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laying as a walk-on for the Mississippi State 
means much more than walking-on to other 
teams. As senior Tyson Cunningham has 

experienced, MSU walk-ons had the opportunity 
to make a big-time impact last season with a thin 
Bulldog roster and may continue to have that 
chance this year.
 Cunningham played 662 minutes last season, 
leading the team with a 3-point field goal percentage 
of .413. Cunningham said 
gaining experience last 
year gave him a confidence 
boost to be on the court 
with his teammates.
 “My mindset has always 
been no matter what I’m 
gonna give my all. I want to 
play and help my team. This 
year I have experience, so 
there’s no excuse,” he said. 
“You have to practice hard 
to put yourself in an even 
better position for when it 
starts and prepare yourself. 
Anything can happen, and 
you wanna be ready. You 
don’t see yourself as a 
walk-on; we’re all trying 
to get better and be in a 
position to play.”
 Cunningham’s senior 
leadership has specifically helped two freshmen 
walk-ons, Dallas Prater and Kyle Dobbs. In addition 
to these two new walk-ons, head coach Rick Ray 
held walk-on tryouts Sept. 24 to thicken the roster 
even more. Every walk-on has the opportunity to 
earn a scholarship in the future, as Cunningham 
became a scholarship player at one point during his 
career.

MOTIVATED TO PLAY
 After seeing the Bulldog walk-ons play an 
important role last season, Dobbs said he has been 
more motivated to learn the system quickly.
 “You gotta think you gotta get better now because 
you don’t want to get thrown in the game and know 

nothing, so that does help motivate you,” Dobbs 
said. “In the preseason you don’t do stuff as a full 
team practice wise, so it will be fun to get the whole 
team on the court, which is exciting because the 
season is coming up.”
 For Prater, his decision to come to MSU included 
turning down the chance to run track at Ole Miss. 
He said Ray won him over just one day before he 
would become a Rebel. Fulfilling his dream to play 

a Division-I sport, Prater 
explained coaches and 
players do not treat walk-
ons any differently than 
scholarship players.
 “I don’t even 
feel like a walk-on most 
of the time. We do the 
same stuff as the other 
players, and we get 
yelled at the same as 
they do,” he said. “We 
are a part of the team.”
 The transition 
from being the big shot 
in high school to falling to 
the bottom of the totem 
pole on an SEC team has 
been expectedly hard 
but not too bad for the 
freshmen.  Cunningham 
said the change is all 

about progressing, enduring and understanding the 
process.
 “Since I’ve been on the team, I’ve grown in my life 
and on the court, as well. At first, it’s like a deer in 
headlights, but now I can step up and be a great 
leader,” he said. “My brothers — they respect me. I 
try my best to be a vocal leader on and off the court, 
and we do everything we can to ensure success and 
keep moving forward.”
 All the walk-ons and scholarship players are 
currently “moving forward” since practice officially 
began Sept. 30 and looking forward to their chance 
to make an impact this year when the season starts 
Nov. 8
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ComplianCe update

Question of the Month

Click here for the  Monthly Archives

Q: The NCAA allows institutions 
to provide complimentary 
admissions for home and away 
intercollegiate athletics events to 
a student-athlete in the sport in 
which the individual participates.  
Is it allowable for the student-
athlete to sell the complimentary 
admissions? 
a: No, a student-athlete may not 
receive payment from any source 
for his or her complimentary 
admissions and may not 
exchange or assign them for any 

MeMOrable MOMent:
laWrenCe rOberts beCOMes MsU’s First 

WOOden aWard all-aMeriCan
     After two-straight championship seasons, fans wondered 
what more Mississippi State could possibly accomplish as a 
program. The Bulldogs won an SEC Tournament Championship 
in 2001-2002 and claimed an SEC West title in 2002-2003, 
but star big man Mario Austin was now gone. MSU would 

need a new force in 
the paint to have any 
hope of continuing its 
run of success.
  Late in the offseason 
of 2003, a new 
face unexpectedly 
stepped into the 
mix. His name was 
Lawrence Roberts, 
a 6-9 power forward 
who averaged a 
double-double as 
a sophomore at 
Baylor. Roberts, 
already a Wooden 
Award candidate, 
decided to transfer to 
Mississippi State and 

was granted immediate eligibility for the 2003-2004 season. 
Suddenly, the Bulldogs had their much-needed big man.
     Roberts began his Mississippi State career with a bang, 
scoring 26 points and grabbing 15 rebounds in the season 
opener against UT Martin. Roberts would then provide 
late-game heroics against eventual Sweet 16 squad UAB, 
as he drained a jumper just before the buzzer to preserve 

the Bulldogs’ perfect non-
conference record.
     The junior took SEC play by 
storm, recording eight double-
doubles in league play alone. He 
finished the season as one of only two SEC 
players to average a double-double, tallying 16.9 
points and 10.1 rebounds per game. Roberts served as the 
main cog in a Bulldog team that didn’t lose a road game all 
season en route to a 26-4 record. And for the first time in over 
40 years, MSU claimed the outright SEC Championship, a 
feat that likely wouldn’t have been accomplished without the 
bulldozing presence in the paint known as Lawrence Roberts.

NATIONAL HONORS
     But Roberts was only beginning to collect hardware for his 
historical first season in maroon and white. The Associated 
Press named Roberts both SEC Newcomer of the Year and 
SEC Player of the Year. He was MSU’s first AP All-American 
First Team since Bailey Howell in 1958-1959 and quickly 
became a household name in college basketball.
     The biggest honor of all came last. Roberts was announced 
as a member of the prestigious 10-man John R. Wooden 
All-American Team, the first in Mississippi State basketball 
history. Roberts joined stars like Duke’s Chris Duhon, St. 
Joseph’s Jameer Nelson, and Connecticut’s Emeka Okafor 
on the list of the nation’s truly elite players.
     Seemingly out of nowhere, Roberts joined the Bulldog 
squad and turned in one of the greatest individual seasons in 
the history of Mississippi State basketball.

 Hoist the tailgating tents and get a first 
look at the Mississippi State men’s and 
women’s basketball teams as Maroon 
Madness comes to The Junction Friday, 
Oct. 11, starting at 6 p.m.
 The event will take place on 
Creelman Street between Dorman Hall 
and The Junction, and free pizza will be 
given out to all MSU fans, while the first 
500 fans  in attendance will receive a 
free Maroon Madness T-Shirt.

GIVEAWAYS
 The evening’s festivities will feature 
a dunk contest and other games and 
giveaways involving fans, coaches 
and players. Also included will be 
performances by the Famous Maroon 
Band, cheerleaders and the pom 
squad, along with Bully and Champ.
 This year’s Maroon Madness 

will be part of MSU’s Homecoming 
festivities. Fans can enjoy the annual 
Homecoming parade and court, chili 
cook-off and Maroon Madness before 
capping the night at the MSU Soccer 
Field as the Bulldogs host Florida at 7 
p.m.
 
          

Season tickets for men’s and women’s 
basketball are currently available online 
at www.hailstate.com/tickets or by 
calling 1-888-GO-DAWGS.

MarOOn Madness retUrns

fred Thomas
so. G. 

Jackson, Ms
Q: Favorite NBA player? 
A: Kevin Durant, he 
inspires me to be great on 
and off the court.

Q: What do you do when 
you are not in school or 
practicing? 
A:I just like to kick it and 
think about life. 

Q: Hardest class so far 
at MSU?
A: Statistics.

Q: Who beats you the 
most in pick up games?
A: Craig Sword, because 
he is just a better 
competitor.Click here for 
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1st annual

coaching clinic
saturday 

October 26th

click here for the 
Brochure!

call (662) 325-3800
for Questions 

If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email address 
to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Sports, Men’s 
Basketball, and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  

          This month we are taking a in depth look at the NBA’s Chicago Bulls.  This is a simple 
action that the Bulls will run as part of their secondary break last season.  The 5 will always 

rim run and try to get an early post up on the same side the ball is on.  The 2 and 3 have similar 
responsibilities, Whichever guard is the first down will run cross out to the 

opposite corner.  The 2nd guard will fill the opposite wing of the ball.  The 4 
is the trailer always and will trail the ball to the top of the key.  

     Frame 1 & 2 show the 1st guard down crossing out to ball side, If 5 has his man 
on the top side, 1 will pass to 3, for a quick post entry.  If he can’t enter the ball in the 

post he will pass back to the 1 and 1 
will reverse the ball to 4 looking for the 
high low.  If the high low is not there the 
4 will reverse it to the 2.  1 & 4 will set a 
double stagger for the 3.
     Frame 3 & 4 show the 3 crossing out 
to the opposite corner of the ball.  1 brings ball up the floor, looks for 
early post opportunity with 5.  If the post up is not there he reverses it 
to 4, 4 looks high low and passes to 2, then sets a downscreen for 1.

Click HERE for Video of the Play

ChiCaGO bUlls: seCOndaY break

inside lOOk at the 1st daY OF praCtiCe
     The Bulldogs kicked off their first day of practice of the 
2013-2014 season with three things in mind being crisp, fast, 
and upbeat. Head Coach, Rick Ray, stated after practice that 
his priority on the first day is having the guys be excited about 
the new season. Coach Ray is concentrating with the team 
on reducing the turnovers, improving rebounding, and playing 
faster on offense in preparation for the first game of against 
Prairie View A&M on November 8th.

Click here for Highlights of the 1st Day of Practice

nOrth CarOlina
     North Carolina Transition drill is a great drill to 
begin practice with.  It encourages a fast pace, 
communication, and enables you to work on 
passing at game speed. 

Click HERE for Video of the Drill
Drill Profile

Time:  32 Seconds
What:  5 Trips up and down the floor
Details:  Rules
 - 4 Must take the ball out every trip
 - 5 Must touch the paint every trip
 - Wings must touch baseline every trip
 Trips
 - 1 4 gets layup
 - 2 5 gets layup
 - 3 Right Wing gets layup
 - 4  Left Wing gets layup
 - 5  PG hard push to layup 

rick ray Interview after 
1st Day of practice

click here for Day 1 
practiceplan

ray excited for full 
roster; Year Two

- bulldogblitz.com
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Date  Day   Opponent   Time   Media      
3-Nov  sunday  auburn - Montgomery 3pm 
8-Nov  friday   prarie View a&M  7pm
14-Nov Thursday  kennesaw state  7pm 
19-Nov Tuesday  Mississippi Valley state 7pm 
23-Nov saturday  at Utah state   6pm 
27-Nov wednesday  Jackson state  1pm 
1-Dec  sunday  loyola-chicago  1pm 
5-Dec  Thursday  TcU    6pm 
13-Dec friday   se louisiana (Tupelo) 7pm 
17-Dec Tuesday  florida a&M   7pm 
19-Dec Thursday  florida Gulf coast  7pm 
22-Dec sunday  south florida  7pm 
23-Dec Monday  santa clara/UNlV  TBa  cBs sports Net
2-Jan  Thursday  Maryland eastern-shore 7pm 
8-Jan  wednesday  at kentucky   7pm  sec Network
11-Jan  saturday  Ole Miss   3pm  espN
15-Jan wednesday  at alabama   7pm   sec Network
18-Jan saturday  Texas a&M   11:30am sec Network
22-Jan wednesday  auburn   7pm   espN3
25-Jan saturday  at Ole Miss   3pm  sec Network
30-Jan Thursday  florida   6pm  espN2
1-feb  saturday  at Vanderbilt   4pm  fsN
5-feb  wednesday  at Texas a&M  8pm   css
8-feb  saturday  kentucky   12:30pm sec Network
12-feb wednesday  Georgia   8pm   fsN
15-feb saturday  at auburn   12:30pm sec Network
19-feb wednesday  at lsU   7pm   sec Network
22-feb saturday  arkansas   3pm  sec Network
26-feb wednesday  Tennessee   7pm  sec Network
1-Mar  saturday  at Missouri   12:30pm sec Network
5-Mar  wednesday  at Georgia   6pm  css
8-Mar  saturday  south carolina  3pm  sec Network
12-16-Mar wednesday-sunday sec Tournament (aTl) TBa  TBa
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