
	  

Fans, Alumni, & Coaches, 

   I want to personally welcome you to the first edition of the Bulldog Banter. It brings me great joy and 
excitement to introduce this new feature to you. Here we will cover everything you need to know about 
MSU Men’s Basketball. 
   The purpose of this newsletter is to create a stronger connection between our program and the fans, 
alumni, and coaches. You are an integral part to our success, both on and off the court. 
   In this newsletter, there will be interactive links in our coaches section, along with links to stories, 
Facebook & Twitter.  We will provide you with player features for each of our current team members and 
also, introduce stories on former Bulldogs and other special interests stories that define our program here at 
Mississippi State.
   Along with these features, our coaches section will  
provide you with a “Drill of the Month” and “Strength & 
Conditioning Tip of the Month.” These will give you a inside 
look at what drills we do on a day-to-day basis in practice.  
These tips are what make our program stronger and push us 
to become champions.  In addition, we will have a “Play of 
the Month” that will be accumulated as the season goes on.
   Thank you so much for your efforts and dedication.

Hail State!

A Letter from Head Coach Rick Ray
October 2012

The Young Bulldogs Will be Tested Early
   For the first time since the 2005 campaign, Missis-
sippi State will open its basketball season on the road 
as the Bulldogs travel to Troy in a Nov. 9 showdown 
against the Trojans.  That outing will be the inaugural 
game at Trojan Arena, a new state-of-the-art facility 
that was completed earlier this summer.
   The Bulldogs, under the direction of first-year 
coach Rick Ray, make their home debut on Nov. 13 
against Florida Atlantic.
   In all, MSU plays 12 non-SEC games, in addition to 
an exhibition affair against William Carey on Nov. 4.
   “Looking at the schedule, there’s no question it’s 
going to be challenging,” Ray said. “We play a lot of 
games early on the road, but I think that will present 
an invaluable opportunity for this team to bond and 
will help us prepare for SEC play.”
    After Florida Atlantic, MSU travels across the 
Pacific for the Maui Invitational slated for Nov. 
19-21. After opening against perennial ACC power 
North Carolina, the Bulldogs will face either Butler 
or Marquette on Nov. 20, followed by an opponent to 

be determined on Nov. 21.
   Then it’s back to Starkville on Nov. 27 for a game 
against Alcorn State before hitting the road to Provi-
dence for the SEC/Big East Challenge on Dec. 1.
   “We’ll learn a lot about ourselves as a team early 
on,” Ray said.
   The Bulldogs return to the Hump on Dec. 4 against 
Texas-San Antonio, but following the exam break, 
they hit the road again, this time to Chicago on 
Dec. 15 to face Loyola to commemorate the 50-year 
anniversary of the schools’ historic showdown in the 
1963 NCAA Tournament.
   From there, MSU is back in the Magnolia State to 
battle Central Arkansas on Dec. 22 at Mississippi 
Coliseum in Jackson before concluding non-confer-
ence play at Humphrey Coliseum against Alabama 
A&M on Dec. 30 and New Orleans on Jan. 3.
   “Our roster features a lot of new faces, and this 
type of non-conference schedule will give them the 
chance early to see what college basketball is all 
about,” Ray said.

http://twitter.com/mstateMBK
https://www.facebook.com/mstateMBK
https://twitter.com/RickRay1


Jalen Steele   •   Jr.   •   G
          Knoxville, Tenn.

Q: Where do you like to spend 
most of your time on campus? 
A: The Colvard Student Union. 

Q: Where do you like to grab a 
bite to eat at while in Starkville? 
A: Harvey’s 

Q: Who is your favorite basket-
ball player at Mississippi State? 
A: Jamont Gordon. 

Q: What has been your favorite 
class while at MSU? 
A: Sociology. 

Q: What music is currently on 
your iPod? 
A: Waka Flaka, Chief Keef, and 
Ne-Yo.

Where Are They Now?

Taking it to the Streets
   With the additions of new Mississippi State basketball 
coaches Rick Ray and Vic Schaefer, come the addition 
of new ideas. This new era of Bulldog coaches wanted 
to involve the Maroon and White faithful more this 
season. So, what better way to connect the fans to the 
men’s and women’s programs than to bring Maroon 
Madness to the people. More specifically, bring 
Maroon Madness to the streets of Starkville.
 T h e 
Bu l l d o g s 
of f icia l ly 
begin their 
men’s and 
w o m e n’s 
2 0 1 2 - 1 3 
basketball 
campaigns 
w i t h 
the 2nd 
A n n u a l 
M a r o o n 
Ma d n e s s 
to be held 
on Oct. 12. The event will run in conjunction with 
Pumpkinpalooza, the city’s fall festival that features 
trick-or-treating, late-night shopping and dining 
along with other activities for the entire family. There 
will also be a Pumpkin Patch on Main Street featuring 
locally-grown pumpkins and mums that will be for 
sale.

   This year, though, basketball 
has been added to the fun as MSU 
enters new eras with coaches Ray and 
Schaefer. A court will be constructed on 
the east end of Main Street in front of Sullivan’s 
Office Supply, and Maroon Madness will begin around 
6 p.m.
   Both teams will unveil their new uniforms, while 
the night-cap will feature a dunk and 3-point 
shooting contest, sure to garner a few cheers from 
the downtown crowd. Afterwards, there will be an 
autograph session with the coaches and players.  Along 
with the mentioned events, other activities will be held 
featuring fans, players and coaches.
   “This is a unique, exciting opportunity for our fans 
to come downtown and experience the new format 
with Maroon Madness,” said Ray, whose team officially 
opens practice on Saturday, Oct. 14. “To be able to 
partner with PumpkinPalooza and have basketball at 
the same time is a win-win for everyone. I know our 
players are excited and this will be a great opportunity 
to mingle with our fans in a different environment.”
   While there is downtown parking, a free shuttle for 
all fans departing from Humphrey Coliseum will be 
available starting at 5 p.m.
   In case of inclement weather, Maroon Madness will 
be moved indoors on the MSU campus at Newell-
Grissom, home of the volleyball team, with a start time 
set for 5 p.m.

Player      Team      Accomplishments
Dee Bost        Budućnost (Montenegro)    Currently the leading scorer (15.3 ppg)
Arnett Moultrie       Philadelphia 76ers    Drafted 27th overall in the 2012 NBA Draft
Ravern Johnson       Iowa Energy (Wizards)    Averaged 10.7 ppg in 2011-12 with Ikaros (Greece)
Kodi Augustus       08 Stockholm (Sweden)    Currently averaging 15 points and 7 rebounds per contest
Barry Stewart       TBB Trier (Germany)    Lead LTI Giessen 46ers (Germany) in points and assists last season
Jarvis Varnado       Miami Heat     Averaged 11.7 ppg over the last two seasons while in Italy and Israel
Charles Rhodes       Gaziantep (Turkey)    In 2008 he was a member of the Dallas Mavericks 
Jamont Gordon       Galatasaray (Turkey)    Has played for teams in Russia, Croatia and Italy over his pro career
Piotr Stelmach       Stelmet ZG (Poland)    Has played the last two seasons for the Pollish squad
Marcus Campbell       Al Rayyan (Qatar)    Averaged 19.5 ppg and 10.6 rpg with a New Zealand team in 2011
Winsome Frazier       Kryvbasbasket (Ukraine)    Averaging 11.7 points this season for the Ukrainian club
Timmy Bowers       Umana RV (Italy)    Averaged 10.4 ppg last season
Derrick Zimmerman   DniproAzot (Ukraine)    Had a 13.7 scoring clip for the BC Kyiv Ukrainian team last season
Lawrence Roberts       FC Bayern (Germany)    Has played for six different European teams during his pro career
Mario Austin       Kazma (Kuwait)     Has played for six teams stretching across four continents
Erick Dampier       Free Agent     Played for the Atlanta Hawks in 2012. A part of two NBA Finals teams

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865


Team Camp
may 31sT - June 2nd

IndIvIdual Camp
June 3rd-June 6Th

day Camp
July (TBa)

Drill of the Month
Wing Closeouts/Jump to the Ball

Play of the Month

Strength & Conditioning Drill of the Month
Box Drill Circuit

ClICk here for
2012-2013 

msu men’s BaskeTBall
promoTIonal vIdeo

Click Here for video of the drill

The Miami Heat provided us with our October play of the month.  The Heat ran this play 
during the 2010-2011 season several times.  This play offers several opportunites to score.  
The first opportunity is the PG on the UCLA cut to the the rim.  The second, is the high post 
isolation for the 4 man.  The third, is the 3 man curling off of the screen of the 5 man.  The 4th 
is your PG on the downscreen, and finally a side ballscreen isolation with the 1 and 5, with 
your 2,3,& 4 spotting up. 

Click Here to see live video of this play in action

ClICk here for nCaa 
elgIBIlITy CenTer QuICk 

referenCe guIde

ClICk here for The 
2012-13 guIde for 

College-Bound 
sTudenT -aThleTe

One of the worst habits players pick up in the offseason is not jumping to the ball following a pass.  This drill 
allows you to break that habit while emphasizing the importance of closing out to the ball and cutting off 
baseline penetration.

The box drill circuit is a conditioning drill that utilizes forward and lateral mobility as well as emphasizing quick 
feet and agility. The drill progresses through single and double feet moves, such as jumping on the box with 
both feet or stepping onto the box one foot at a time. The goal is to hit the box as quick as possible in the given 
time period and to not slow down towards the end of the time period once fatigue sets in. These fundamental 
moves are essential to every basketball player’s game and are also a great way to add a challenge to conditioning 
workouts.

Click Here for Video of the Box Drill Circuit

http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DFJMsi0gIiWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DFJMsi0gIiWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DFJMsi0gIiWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DFJMsi0gIiWE
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DENdoSYgSd_I
http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://youtu.be/nHwQ04qyJT4
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Quick_Reference_Sheet.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Quick_Reference_Sheet.pdf
http://fs.ncaa.org/Docs/eligibility_center/Quick_Reference_Sheet.pdf
http://grfx.cstv.com/photos/schools/afa/genrel/auto_pdf/2012-13/misc_non_event/ncaaguide.pdf
http://grfx.cstv.com/photos/schools/afa/genrel/auto_pdf/2012-13/misc_non_event/ncaaguide.pdf
http://grfx.cstv.com/photos/schools/afa/genrel/auto_pdf/2012-13/misc_non_event/ncaaguide.pdf
http://grfx.cstv.com/photos/schools/afa/genrel/auto_pdf/2012-13/misc_non_event/ncaaguide.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DoT7vpwzxBJo


Date  Team    Time   TV
4-Nov  William Carey (exh)  4pm 
9-Nov  at Troy    7pm 
13-Nov Florida Atlantic  7pm 
19-Nov North Carolina  5pm   ESPN2
20-Nov Butler/Marquette  1:30pm/7pm  ESPN2
21-Nov 3rd Round Maui Invite TBA 
27-Nov Alcorn State   7pm 
1-Dec  at Providence   11:00am  ESPNU
4-Dec  Texas-San Antonio  7pm 
15-Dec at Loyola-Chicago  7pm   ESPN3
22-Dec Central Arkansas (Jackson) 2pm 
30-Dec Alabama A&M  3pm   CSS
3-Jan  New Orleans   6pm   CSS
9-Jan  South Carolina  7pm   ESPN3
12-Jan  at Georgia   12:30pm  SEC Network
16-Jan  Alabama   8pm   CSS 
19-Jan  at Tennessee   3pm   SEC Network
23-Jan  at Arkansas   8pm   CSS
26-Jan  Florida   7pm   FSN
30-Jan  Texas A&M   8pm   CSS
2-Feb  LSU    4:30pm  FSN
6-Feb  at Ole Miss   8pm   CSS 
9-Feb  at Florida   4pm   FSN
13-Feb  Missouri   7pm   SEC Network
16-Feb  at LSU    4pm   ESPNU
20-Feb  at Alabama   7pm   SEC Network
23-Feb  Vanderbilt   12:30pm  SEC Network
27-Feb  at Kentucky   7pm   SEC Network
2-Mar  Ole Miss   4pm   FSN
6-Mar  at South Carolina  6pm   ESPN3
9-Mar  Auburn   4:30pm  FSN

2012-2013 Schedule

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865

