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DUNLAP EAGER AND READY TO
TAKE THE COURT FOR MSU

A      fearless competitor on the court and a determined 
team player, Maurice Dunlap is ready to make his 

debut as a True Maroon Bulldog.
 This Greenwood, Miss., native showcases his 
undeniable talent as a 6-2, 170-pound shooting 
guard, and with NBA 3-point shooting range, he 
poses a true threat on the court.  Although studded 
with many accomplishments, what truly drives Dunlap 
toward success in basketball and in life is his family 
and his future.
 “My parents have always pushed me to play 
basketball. Seeing them try their best to provide for 
me and my little sister, I just want to help take care of 
them once I get out of college,” Dunlap said.
 In fact, his dad is one of the reasons Dunlap 
developed a passion for the sport. Recalling a 
childhood memory of the two of them playing 
basketball one day, Dunlap claims this is what 
sparked his interest in the game.  He then joined a 
local recreational program, where he discovered his 
talent on the court.
 “That’s really how I got into it, and I’ve just been 
loving it ever since then,” Dunlap said.
 Dunlap’s love for the game has led him 
to much success. As a prep standout at 
Amanda Elzy High School, he was 
named to the Clarion Ledger’s 
Dandy Dozen teams in 
2013 and 2014 and 
was named the 
2014 Greenwood 
Commonwealth 
Player of the 
Year. Dunlap led 
the Panthers to two 
Class 4A state titles 
and was selected to play in the 
Mississippi-Alabama All-Star 
Game. 
 Throughout his 
high school career, 
Dunlap impressed 

his coach, former NBA journeyman Gerald Glass, 
with his strengths on the court and with his positive, 
levelheaded attitude.
“He’s a shooter [that] can also score, but he’s really 
unselfish,” Glass said. “He doesn’t have any problem 
getting his teammates involved because he’s a team 
player.”
 Dunlap intends to bring this same encouragement 
and humility to the courts of the SEC while still being 
a contender when up against fierce competitors. 
 “I just want to come in and be a factor on the team 
and provide for us,” Dunlap said. 
 Although a team player, Dunlap does not see his 
fellow Bulldogs as mere teammates; instead, he sees 
them more like family.
 “They are really like brothers to me,” Dunlap said. 
“I look up to them.” 
 Aside from his efforts to help the team work well 

together, Dunlap’s impressive ability to 
make shots from well beyond the arc 
has allowed those who follow his career 
to set high expectations for this freshman. 

Some claim that Dunlap will serve as 
an outside shooting threat with 
a fierceness MSU has not seen 
since Darryl Wilson, who played 
at Mississippi State from 1994-
1995 and is recognized as an 
SEC Basketball Legend.
 With inevitable pressure 

put upon him, Dunlap strives 
to showcase his abilities to his 

fans and to his team.
 “I see people expecting 

me to do a lot coming in 
as a freshman,” Dunlap 

said.  “So I have to 
work hard, work on 
my game and get 

better and just produce 
for the team to show 
people what I can do.” 



ComplianCe update
Question of the Month

Click here for the  Monthly Archives

Q: What is a temporary certification for 
amateurism?
A: If a prospective student-athlete 
reports for athletics participation before 
the student’s amateur status has been 
certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center, the 
student may practice, but not compete, 
for a maximum period of 45 days.  After 
this period, the student shall have his or 
her amateur status certified to continue to 
practice or to compete. 

Click here for 
MSU Compliance Home Page
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BULLDOGS GET BEST OF KENTUCKY AT FIRST 
MATCHUP AT HUMPRHEY COLISEUM

MEMORABLE MOMENT

For the past 38 seasons, fans of Mississippi State 
basketball have witnessed numerous magical 
and heart-stopping moments within the walls of 

Humphrey Coliseum. This trend of heroic performances 
in The Hump all began with 
a shocking upset in the 
arena’s inaugural season.
 On Dec. 1, 1975, the doors 
of the brand new Humphrey 
Coliseum opened for the 
very first time as MSU broke 
in the top-notch facility with 
a win against Indiana State. 
For the first month of the 
new arena’s existence, 
The Hump was quickly 
established as an energetic 
and intimidating home court 
advantage for the Bulldogs. 
Coach Kermit Davis’s squad completed the opening 
month of the season with an undefeated record at home 
with most of the contests being very one-sided.
 That streak would soon be in major jeopardy, however, 
as MSU would begin Southeastern Conference play 
by hosting national powerhouse Kentucky on Jan. 
3, 1976. The Wildcats finished the prior season as 
national runners-up and had not lost to the Bulldogs 
in the previous 17 meetings between the two schools. 
UK would be the heavy favorites entering the game, but 
MSU had talent of its own and was determined to prove 
that its hot start was not a fluke.
 In by far the biggest game in the young history of 
Humphrey Coliseum, nearly 8,500 fans clad in maroon 
and white created a hostile environment for the visiting 

Wildcats. Kentucky took 
control in the early going and 
led 42-36 at the intermission. 
The Bulldogs continued to battle, 

h o w e v e r , 
as the game was 
always in reach thanks to 
valiant performances by 
Gary Hooker, Ray White, and 
Taylor Williams.
 Paced by Hooker’s 27 
points to go along with a 
double-double from Williams, 
MSU battled back to take the 
lead in the second half and 
held on for a shocking 77-
73 victory. The win would be 
one of the biggest in Davis’s 
seven-year tenure as head 

coach at Mississippi State and the program’s first 
against Kentucky in 
nearly a decade.
 As a premier 
home court 
advantage was 
established on 
that January day, 
the nation quickly 
learned that victories 
in Humphrey 
Coliseum would 
always be extremely 
hard to come by for 
visiting teams.

In the first year of Humphrey Coliseum, Coach Kermit Davis’ team stunned Kentucky.

Dee Bost
Former MSU PG

n Hard work has paid off for 
former Mississippi State point 
guard Dee Bost as he recently 
landed an opportunity with the 
Utah Jazz.
 The Charlotte, N.C. 
native earns his shot after a 
standout campaign with the 
Idaho Stampede of the NBA 
D-League during 2013-2014. 
Bost started all 50 games, 
averaging 15.2 points, a team-
leading 8.2 assists and 2.1 
steals. 
 This opportunity is 
Bost’s second with an NBA 
organization, as he attended 
training camp with the 
Portland Trailblazers prior to 
last season.

http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK
http://tinyurl.com/qdmcyvf
http://tinyurl.com/ppb4nww
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK


We aRe 
in tHe pRoCess 

oF Finalizing tHe 
2015 summeR 
Camp dates.

If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email address 
to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Sports, Men’s 
Basketball, and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  
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DID YOU SEE?

COACHES CORNER

MUNICH WHEEL BALLSCREEN

3 ON 1 SPRINT CLOSEOUTS
This month, we bring you a 

drill with the main focus being 
defensive close-out technique. 

We work on chopping the feet, high 
hands, taking a step straight back on the 

jab, tracing the basketball, and communication. 
The purpose of the close-out is to take away the shot, 
and take away a straight line drive. The defensive player 
works on those steps in a drill format, but at the end, it 
is all tested in a live situation from the wing position.  
     The drill starts with the defensive player under the 

basket and three offensive players on the perimeter. The 
Coach under the basket starts with the ball and throws 
it out to the P1. The defender under the basket sprints 
to closeout with high hands. When the ball is dropped 
by the offensive player, the defender inches back to 
prepare for a drive. The offensive player puts the ball 
back over his head and the defender inches back into 
his body tracing the ball. Finally, the player throws the 
ball back to the Coach, and the Coach tosses the ball 
against the backboard for the defender to rebound.

Click here for video of the drill
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Williams set to join 
Radio BRoadCast

- hailstate.com

2014-2015 sCHedule 
announCed

- hailstate.com
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It is a great play for quick guards and mobile, pick-and-
pop post players.  An initial downscreen entry to the 
wing and a quick UCLA type screen and cut begins the 
play.  The 5 man then sets a wide downscreen for the 
opposite wing. After that, he begins to look for the point 
guard again.  The 3 man catches at the top of the floor 
while the 5 min sets a screen for the point guard. During 
this action, the 4 man begins to sneak under the basket 
to the other side of the floor. After the 5 screen on the 
point guard, he sprints across the lane to prepare for a 

ballscreen.  The point guard receives a handoff from the 
3 man and explodes off the ballscreen from the 5 man.
The 5 man has the option to pop or roll.  If he pops, the 
4 man flashes and seals in front of the basket.  If the 5 
man rolls, then the 4 man will follow behind  for a jump 
shot or high low pass.  The wings stay spaced on the 
floor and find windows that allow them to be seen by 
their teammates.  The wings must be ready to attack 
closeouts or shoot on the catch. 

Click here for video of the play

http://www.hailstate.com//
http://tinyurl.com/ne4s48p
http://tinyurl.com/qggccg8
http://tinyurl.com/p4o3v7c
http://tinyurl.com/pvc4hkt
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2014 - 2015 SCHEDULE

Sign-up and buy your season tickets HERE!
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MARCH 11-15   SEC CONFERENCE
NASHVILLE, TN (BRIDGESTONE ARENA)

MEN’S BASKETBALL

MISSISSIPPI STATE

201415 SCHEDULE

http://tinyurl.com/kagllhy

