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 Memorable Moment: Jack’s Last Call
One voice stands out in Mississippi State 

athletic lore as the soundtrack of an era. 
That voice belongs to MSU play-by-

play legend Jack Cristil, and the 58-year era that 
concluded on a winter night in 2011 couldn’t 
have “wrapped up” in better style.
 Dating back to 1953, Cristil called over 1,500 
Bulldog sporting events in his historic career.  
 Only a 
tiny number 
of fans 
remember an 
MSU football 
or basketball 
contest that 
wasn’t called 
by Cristil. 
Grandparents 
would 
introduce 
their 
grandchildren 
to Cristil’s 
unforgettable 
radio calls, 
and those 
grandchildren would grow up and introduce 
their own children and grandchildren to the 
voice of the man who would become known to 
multiple generations as Jack.
 Sadly, Cristil announced in early 2011 that 
due to illness, and on the advice of physicians, 
he would step down as Mississippi State’s play-
by-play man. Cristil would get one final curtain 
call in a road matchup at Tennessee.

GOING OUT IN STYLE
 The Bulldogs had just suffered a disappointing 
home loss to LSU, so defeating a much more 
talented Volunteer squad on the road appeared 
to be a daunting task. To make matters worse, 
freshman Jalen Steele suffered a torn ACL in 
the LSU game and forward Renardo Sidney was 

limited to only 10 early minutes due to illness. 
Bench depth was not in the favor of the Maroon 
and White on this night.
 Still, MSU played inspired basketball from the 
opening tip, perhaps carrying the hopes of an 
entire fan base to send Jack Cristil out on top. 
Both teams played well and made big runs in 
the first half, resulting in a well-deserved 34-

34 deadlock at the 
break.
     Momentum 
continued to swing 
back-and-forth in 
this see-saw affair. 
Mississippi State 
raced out to a seven-
point lead only to 
see the Vols storm 
back with an 11-2 
run. This shaped up 
to be an absolute 
thriller, and Bulldog 
fans continued to 
hope that Cristil 
would get one final 
thrilling call.

 With just over 10 seconds remaining, 
Tennessee took a one-point lead on a Tobias 
Harris dunk. As fans of the Maroon and White 
watched nervously, Cristil described the intense 
final seconds.
 “The Bulldogs come back down the court. 
Dee Bost spins in the lane. The ball is slammed 
in the goal by Wendell Lewis!”
 Lewis’ dunk gave MSU the 70-69 lead with 
3.4 seconds left as Tennessee made one last-
ditch effort.
 “Hopson grabs it. He’s going to fire from mid-
court. He missed it! Wrap this one in Maroon 
and White!” 
 With the big win in Knoxville, the Bulldogs 
truly sent Jack Cristil out on a high note. An 
amazing career wrapped in Maroon and White.



Compliance Update
Question of the Month

Click here for the monthly archives

Q: Can an institution give 
a written offer of aid to a 
prospective student-athlete 
before the signing date? 
A: Yes, on or after August 1 of 
a prospective student-athlete’s 
senior year in high school, an 
institution may indicate in 
writing to a prospective student-
athlete that an athletically related 
grant-in-aid will be offered by 
the institution; however, the 
institution may not permit the 
prospective student-athlete to 
sign a form indicating his or her 
acceptance of such an award 
before the initial signing date in 
that sport in the NLI program.

Players See Value In Academics
 As the start of the 2013-14 men’s basketball season sneaks 
closer and closer, the Mississippi State players now have an 
added load to balance as their excitement for the season 
build: academics.
 But the Bulldogs only had one off day on the first day of 
classes before they were right back in the weight room and on 
the court.
Senior Colin Borchert, who was named to the Academic 
All-SEC team this past year, said he and the other seniors 
understand their responsibilities in their final year.

 “It’s 
going to be a big 
change because 
we have to focus 
on academics. We 
have lots of senior, 
so we have to 
buckle down and 
finish out school 
and get a degree 
on our hands as 
well as play on the 
basketball court,” 
Borchert said. “It’s 
a hard transition 
but it should be 
fine. You have to 
manage your time 
and know what 

you need to get done at a certain time.”
 To assist with the balancing act of academics and athletics, 

student-athletes can receive tutoring 
at the Templeton Athletic Academic 
Center. Borchert said he and his 
teammates go to study hall at the 
Templeton almost every single day.
 Sophomore Gavin Ware said the tutoring 
services are one way the student-athletes stay sharp 
and stay aware of their grades.
 “It’s a little bit hectic since it’s quiet during the summer, 
but it’s just something you have to deal with and take on the 
responsibility of being a student-athlete,” Ware said. “For me 
the key is two aspects- time management and organization. 
If you have both of those, you can manage just fine, and it 
decreases the stress that comes with playing ball and going to 
class.”
 
CHANGING MAJORS
 Ware recently changed his major from criminology to 
sports pedagogy to find a major that fit him better. The 6’9” 
forward, who made the 2013 SEC All-Freshman Team last 
season, wants to pursue a career in coaching once his time 
playing the game finishes.
 Ware said he can use some of the information he is 
learning in the classroom even when he is on the court.
 “You know how to use key ideas from a coach’s standpoint 
and see how the coaches view things on the court and try to 
go by that and understand it. Coaching is a hard job,” Ware 
said.
 The Bulldogs have less than a month before official practice 
begins, and MSU opens the season at home Nov. 8 against 
Prairie View A&M.

 With the announcement of the SEC slate 
on Tuesday, Mississippi State’s 2013-14 
basketball schedule is now complete.
 The Bulldogs, under the direction of 
second-year coach Rick Ray, open league 
play on Jan. 8 at Kentucky (SEC Network) 
before returning home to face in-state rival 
Ole Miss on ESPNU.
 The Wildcats and Rebels are two of 
the five teams MSU will place twice this 
season, along with Auburn, Georgia and 
Texas A&M.
 The month of January continues 
with a Jan. 15 matchup at Alabama 
(SEC Network), followed by back-
to-back home dates with Texas A&M 
(SEC Network) and Auburn (ESPN3). 
To close out the month, the Bulldogs 
face the Rebels for the second time in 
four games, this time in Oxford for a 3 
p.m. showdown on the SEC Network, 
before welcoming the Florida Gators to 
Humphrey Coliseum for a 6 p.m. battle 

on either ESPN or ESPN2.
 February tips off with road games at 
Vanderbilt (FSN) and Texas A&M (CSS) 
on Feb. 1 and Feb. 5, respectively, before 
retuning to the friendly confines of the 
Hump to face Kentucky (SEC Network) 
on Feb. 8 and Georgia (FSN) on Feb. 12.
 MSU then returns to the road for SEC 
Networks games at Auburn on Feb. 15 
and at LSU on Feb. 19.

CLOSING OUT THE YEAR
 The final two games of the month are 
against Arkansas (SEC Network) on Feb. 
22 and Tennessee (SEC Network) on Feb. 
26.
 In March, the Bulldogs travel to 
Missouri (SEC Network) on March 1 
and Georgia (CSS) on March 5 before 
wrapping up the regular season at home 
against South Carolina (SEC Network).
 The SEC Tournament will be held in 
Atlanta March 12-16.

SEC Hardwood Schedule Announced
Q: What did you work on 
the most over the summer? 
A: Mostly on making my 
jump shot consistent.

Q: What did the team do to 
improve chemistry over the 
summer? 
A:Playing a lot of pickup 
games and living together 
is making our bond 
stronger. 

Q: What is a goal you want 
to accomplish this season?
A: To win the SEC and 
make a run in the NCAA 
tourney.

Q: What was your favorite 
class at MSU?
A: Plants and Humans.

Craig Sword
So. G. 

Montgomery, Ala.

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
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A Look Back at the 1996 SEC Championship Game

ClICK HERE for notes 
from Rising Coaches 
ELITE Conference

Varnado will be in Heat 
Camp, NOT Italy

- Ira Winderman
South Florida Sun Sentinel

Blazers Sign Dee Bost 
to Training Camp Deal

- Ben Golliver
SB Nation Blazers Edge

     This play allows for 
2 major opportunities 
to score.  The 4 will 
set a downscreenf 
or the 2, the 1 will 
pass to 2.  The 4 will 
set a backscreen for 
the 1, and pop to 
get a catch from the 
2.  On the 4’s catch 5 
will downscreen for 
3, and 4 will reverse 
the ball to the 3.  The 
3 looks for the 5 
ducking in for a quick 
post up.  On the ball 
reversal 2 and 4 will 
set a double stagger 
for the 1, if 3 does 
not throw it to the 
5, he can throw it 
to the 1 coming off 
the stagger for a 3 as 
shown in the video.

UCLA Double     In 1996 Mississippi State Men’s 
basketball team reached a pinnacle in MSU’s 

basketball history by claiming their second 
SEC Western Division title and going on to win 

the SEC tournament. They defeated the eventual NCAA 
champion Kentucky with a score of 84 to 73 to claim their 
first SEC title. Dontae Jones led the game with 28 points and 
grabbing 11 rebounds. This victory led the Bulldogs to gain 
a berth to their first ever NCAA Final Four appearance. 
State’s 26 wins that season were the most in school history 
at the time.  Please follow the link below for the last few 
minutes of the ‘96 Championship game and celebration! 

Click here for video of the Drill

via 1996 SEC Championship Game

Click here for the final 
minutes of the ‘96 

Championship game
Click here for video of the play

Motion Breakdown
Downscreens

    On any Guard to Guard pass, the passer (2) will 
screen away.  If the cutter (4) tight cuts as shown in 
Frame 1 then the passer (2) will respond high.  If 
the cutter straight cuts as shown in Frame 2 then the 
screener will respond out towards the sideline for a 
quick reversal.  

Rebound Downhill

Click here for video of the Drill

   This particular drill emphasizes weakside rebounding.  The 
ball is reversed, C will shoot, on the shot either 1 or 2 will 
sprint to half-court, and come back into play if the offense 
gets a rebound.  Whichever defensive player is guarding 
the safety man, will crackdown on the 5 and try to get the 
weakside rebound.  If the defense gets the rebound they must 
outlet it to a coach.  If the offense gets a rebound the ball is 
live.

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://www.risingcoacheselite.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Rising-Coaches-Conference-Notes-July-2013.pdf
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/miami-heat/sfl-miami-heat-jarvis-varnado-s081813%2C0%2C6915893.story
http://www.blazersedge.com/2013/8/19/4638396/blazers-sign-g-dee-bost
http://tinyurl.com/mxaly4e
http://tinyurl.com/mueykzv
http://tinyurl.com/lhllxae
http://tinyurl.com/m9xy5bo


If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email 
address to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Men’s 
Basketball and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  

Click Here for the Article on Sporting News

A Look at the Renovation Process of MSU’s Locker-Room
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http://www.sportingnews.com/ncaa-basketball/story/2013-08-19/college-basketball-twitter-coach-rankings-top-10-john-calipari-social-media

