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ZUPPARDO IS READY TO ADD DEPTH TO 
THE BULLDOG FRONT LINE

     With the addition of Johnny Zuppardo 
comes one key component – much 
needed additional depth for Mississippi 
State.
     Zuppardo, a 6-foot-9, 235-pound 
forward from Jones County 
Community College by way of Kiln, 
Miss., signed with the Bulldogs back 
in May after receiving scholarship 
offers from Washington, Wichita 
State and Tulane.
     “When I came on my visit, they 
made me feel like part of the team. 
It was a family atmosphere, and 
that’s what I liked most about it,” 
he explained. “I knew immediately, 
Starkville was where I wanted to 
continue my career.”
     Zuppardo led Jones County 
to a national junior college 
championship, averaging 
15.2 points and 6.9 rebounds 
per game this season. He 
shot 62. 7 percent from 
the field and 43.1 percent 
from 3-point range.
     Zuppardo was 
named to the NJCAA 
A l l - To u r n a m e n t 
and Region 23 
Al l -Tournament 
teams while also 
receiving All-
MACJC South 
D i v i s i o n 
f i r s t - t e a m 
accolades.
     “Coach 
( R i c k ) 
R a y 
talked 

to me about the future of the program 
and how they would use me,” he said. 
“I really liked how honest and up front 
Coach      Ray was with me. And I’ve 
known Coach Hollender since I was in 
high school. He recruited me when he 
was coaching at Evansville.”

     Zuppardo is the fourth 
member of MSU’s class 

of 2014 class, joining 
Amanda Elzy 
guard Maurice 
Dunlap, IMG 
Academy forward 
Oliver Black 
and Carver High 

School (Ala.) forward 
Demetrius Houston.

     “His shooting percentages are 
off the chart,” MSU coach Rick 
Ray said. “We needed a shooter 
in our program, but we got even 
more. We got a shooter that is 
a legitimate big who possesses 
a back-to-the-basket game and 
is tough. But more importantly, 
he is a proven winner. With 
the addition of Johnny, for the 
first time in my career here, 
we have an SEC front line 
that features size, length, 
strength, and what we 
sorely needed, depth.”

Click here 
for highlights 

of Johnny 
Zuppardo

http://tinyurl.com/ph7azne
http://tinyurl.com/ph7azne
http://tinyurl.com/ph7azne
http://tinyurl.com/ph7azne


ComplianCe update

Question of the Month

Click here for the  Monthly Archives

Q: Can a current student-athlete’s 
name and picture appear on a camp 
or clinic brochure?
A: Yes, an institutional or privately 
owned camp may use a student-
athlete’s name, picture and institutional 
affiliation only in the camp counselor 
section in its camp brochure to identify 
the student-athlete as a staff member. 
A student-athlete’s name or picture may 
not be used in any other way to directly 
advertise or promote the camp.

Click here for 
MSU Compliance Home Page
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     After a two-year absence, Mississippi State returned 
to the 2008 NCAA Tournament as a dangerous squad 
no team was happy to face. As a veteran team loaded 
with talent, the Bulldogs ran away with the SEC Western 
Division crown by finishing 12-4 in 
league play and earning 23 regular-
season wins. 
     But as Selection Sunday rolled 
around, MSU found itself slightly 
under-seeded and drawn against 
a tough opponent in Oregon in the 
tourney opener. The Ducks advanced 
all the way to the Elite Eight in the 
previous season and were one of 
the nation’s top three-point shooting 
teams in 2007-08.
     A large contingent of Bulldog fans 
made the drive to Little Rock to see 
the Maroon and White in action, as the 
homecourt advantage was clearly in 
Mississippi State’s favor.
     However, Oregon rarely missed 
a shot from beyond the arc in the 
first half while MSU couldn’t buy a 
3-pointer. The Ducks led by 13 after 
another three in their opening possession of the second 
period, but great post play by senior Charles Rhodes 
kept the game from getting away from the Bulldogs as 
they pleaded for a perimeter shot to fall.
     And then, it finally happened. Sophomore Barry 

Stewart drained a 3-pointer 
in front of the MSU bench 
midway through the final half, 
and his teammates erupted in 

relief as the 
ball finally bounced 
Mississippi State’s way. 
Oregon still held a six-point lead, but 
all of the momentum was with the 
Maroon and White.
     Stewart didn’t miss a shot for the 
remainder of the game, and Rhodes 
continued to dominate the paint. In 
fear of driving inside to face Bulldog 
shot-blocker Jarvis Varnado, the 
Ducks jacked up three after three, 
only to find the shots they were 
making early in the game were 
missing their mark in the second 
half.
     Mississippi State completed a 
20-point swing in the final period 
to claim a 76-69 victory, as it lived 
to fight another day in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

     Rhodes netted a career-high 34 points in the win, 
while Stewart finished with 16. Most importantly, the 
Mississippi State defense suffocated Oregon shooters 
in the second half, holding the Ducks to a miserable 
2-for-21 (9.5 percent) from beyond the arc after halftime.

MEMORABLE MOMENT
MSU VS OREGON MARcH 21, 2008

adam Bauman
Video coordinator

pontiac, Illinois

Q: what attracted you to 
MsU?
A: Rick Ray, the winning 
tradition, & opportunity to 
compete  at the highest level

Q: what suprised you most 
about MsU?
A: The facilities, & how crazy 
SEC football Saturdays are!

Q: what is your favorite thing 
about MsU?
A: The people I work with and 
the relationships we have 
made in the 2 years

Q: what has changed most 
from the first year until now?
A: Besides the roster, the 
confidence in our players.  You 
can see it in everything they 
do, they are ready to make a 
jump.

http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK
http://tinyurl.com/qdmcyvf
http://tinyurl.com/ppb4nww
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK


skills Camp

July 28tH-31st

session 1 
ages 5-10

9:00am-12:00pm

session 2
ages 11-18

1:00pm-4:00pm

FoR moRe inFoRmation 
please Call 

(662)-325-3800 
oR Visit Hailstate.Com

If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email address 
to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Sports, Men’s 
Basketball, and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  
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cAMPS

qUOTE OF MONTH

cOAcHES cORNER

TEAcHING HANDOUTS
JULY 2014

“tHe ultimate measuRe 
oF a man is not 
WHeRe He stands in 
moments oF ComFoRt 
and ConVenienCe But 
WHeRe He stands at 
times oF CHallenge and 
ContRoVeRsy.” 

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

3 AROUND 1 
SPRINT POST UP

     This month we bring you a transition drill for post 
players.  This drill simulates a situation where your 
post guys try to out run their opponent in transition.   
Prior starting the drill the coach will determine 
which side is the offense and which side is playing 
defense.  The drill starts with 3 coaches around the 
perimeter, and 2 players on the baseline.  One of 
the coaches will cue the players to start the drill, as 
the players get to half court the coach (C1) at the 
top of the key will pass the ball to either wing, the 
post player is to find the ball post on the ball side 
block if he does not have an immediate layup.  If 
he is defended on the ballside block the coach will 
reverse the ball back to the top of the key.  C1 will 
look for the high low, if it is not there he will continue 
the ball reversal to the other wing. 

Click here for video of the drill

RISING cOAcHES cONFERENcE UPDATE
    The fifth annual Coaches 

Conference will be held on
July 22-24, 2014 in Las Vegas, 

NV, and the second Rising Athletic 
Directors Conference will also take place 

there at the same time.   Rising Coaches main goals 
are to connect coaches and help one another succeed by way of sharing ideas and 
suggestions with one another.  Please see the following links for more information 
about Rising Coaches and their conference this July! 

Click here for more information on the Conference! 
Click here to sign up for the Conference

speaker line-up
Will Wade – Chattanooga
Kevin Sutton – Georgetown
Joe Pasternak – Arizona
Chris Hollender – Mississippi State
Adam Cohen – Vanderbilt
Zak Buncik – UT Arlington
Mike Roberts – UNC Greensboro

http://www.hailstate.com//
http://tinyurl.com/q36ovny
http://tinyurl.com/pnmcr9s
http://tinyurl.com/kvjwhz9
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FOLLOW OUR STAFF ON      
rick ray   head coach   @rickray1
wes flanigan  assistant coach  @coachflanigan
chris hollender assistant coach  @coachhollender
George Brooks  assistant coach  @MsUcoachBrooks
adam Gordon  Director of Operations  @coachadamGordon
adam Bauman  Video coordinator  @coachBauman
Gregg ellis  Media relations Director @MsUsportsGregg
scott stricklin  athletic Director  @stricklinMsU

Click the graphic above to find out more information

MSU Manager Daniel Grenier
Head Coach Rick Ray during 

awards ceremonyFormer MSU GA Nick Lagroone

https://twitter.com/rickray1
https://twitter.com/coachflanigan
https://twitter.com/coachhollender
https://twitter.com/MSUCoachBrooks
https://twitter.com/CoachAdamGordon
https://twitter.com/CoachBauman
https://twitter.com/MSUsportsGregg
https://twitter.com/StricklinMSU
http://www.getsecnetwork.com

