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As Rick Ray enters his second year at the helm 
for the Bulldogs, his expectations for the 2014 

campaign have risen. 
 After a year that saw the Dogs finish 12th in the SEC, 
Mississippi State fans eagerly await the upcoming year 
with anticipation of a healthy roster and noticeable 
improvement.
 With a year 
under his belt, 
there is no doubt 
Ray feels more 
comfortable with 
the players and 
the conference. 
This season for 
Ray, there is no 
transitioning to 
a new league and 
adjusting to a new 
position: head 
coach. 
 But his 
transition from an assistant at Clemson to the skipper 
at State was far from normal as he dealt countless ups 
and downs along the way. 
 Season-ending injuries before the year began, 
multiple suspensions and numerous injuries 
throughout the season made Ray’s first year a challenge 
to say the least.

STRONG ENDING
 But it was the end of the season that defined this 
team, a run that featured three wins in MSU’s last four 
games, ignited by a thrilling home victory against rival 
Ole Miss.
 Now, the focus is year two, and it’s interesting to see 
how other coaches have fared following their initial 
season at the helm.
 In his first year at Indiana, Tom Crean’s squad 
finished last in the Big Ten with a 6-25 record. Five 
years later, however, the Hoosiers found themselves 
tops in the league.
 Bill Self first began his career as a head coach at Oral 
Roberts, where he posted a 6-21 record his first year. 
Self ’s squads improved their records every season, and 
five years later, Self made his first appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament with Tulsa. The renowned coach 

has been to 15 consecutive NCAA Tournaments with 
teams spanning from Tulsa to Illinois and now Kansas.
 In his first year as a head coach, Mike Krzyzewski’s 
Army squad finished 11-14 but turned things around 
to post a 20-8 record the following season. At Duke, 
Coach K did not make an NCAA appearance until 

his fourth year 
at the helm (and 
has now gone to 
the Big Dance 
29 of the next 30 
seasons).
 B o b 
Huggins’ head 
coaching career 
began with a 
14-16 season at 
Walsh University 
before he took 
control and 
posted winning 
seasons the next 

two years.
 Reigning NCAA champion Louisville and Rick 
Pitino jumped from tied for eighth their first year 
in Conference USA to finishing in third place his 
second season, and after the move to the Big East, the 
Cardinals moved from tied for 11th to tied for second 
in its second year (both teams won the conference 
tournament title in their fourth season.)
 Of the SEC coaches who have been to the NCAA 
Tournament, it took them an average of three years at 
their school before making it to the Big Dance.
 And based on how the season ended, coupled with 
how the team dealt with adversity throughout the year, 
others outside the program are confident Ray has the 
program headed in the right direction. 
 ESPN.com writer Jason King listed MSU as one 
of three schools that finished at the bottom of their 
conference but will be “significantly better this season” 
in a story he wrote earlier this summer.
 “I’m still banking on this team getting better 
under Rick Ray, who did a remarkable job during 
his inaugural season in Starkville ... During a time 
when everything could’ve completely fallen apart, the 
Bulldogs actually got better. They’ll continue to do so 
in 2013-14,” King said.

History Sheds Light On Ray’s Bright Future



Compliance Update
Question of the Month

Q: Can a student-athlete receive 
compensation for teaching or coaching 
sport skills or techniques in his or her 
sport on a fee-for-lesson basis? 

A.  Yes, provided:      
    (a) Institutional facilities may not be 
used.      
    (b) Playing lessons are not permitted.      
    (c) The institution obtains and keeps 
on file documentation of the recipient 
of lesson(s) and the  fee for the lesson(s) 
provided during any time of the year.      
    (d) The compensation is paid for by 
the recipient (or family) not another 
individual or entity.          
    (e) Instruction to each individual 
is comparable to the instruction that 
would be provided during a private 
lesson when the instruction involves 
more than one individual at a time.      
    (f) The student-athlete does not use 
his or her name, picture, or appearance 
to promote or advertise the availability 
of fee-for-lesson sessions.

 In all sports, fans have often been taught to expect the 
unexpected. For the 1995-96 Mississippi State basketball 
team, the unexpected quickly became the norm in a very 
good way. 
 Following its first SEC Tournament Championship in 73 
years, the Bulldogs rode a huge wave of momentum into 
that year’s NCAA Tournament. In the title game, MSU beat 
a Kentucky squad that had previously lost only one game all 
year and had raced through conference play with zero defeats.
 After defeating the consensus top team in the nation, 
Mississippi State coaches, players and fans began to believe 
this team could beat anybody. Maybe this would finally be the 
squad to make a deep run in the Big Dance.
 The Bulldogs earned a spot in the Southeast region as the 
five-seed. First up for the Maroon and White was Virginia 
Commonwealth, and MSU used great defense to claim a 58-
51 victory.

DOWN GOES PRINCETON
 Princeton would face Mississippi State in the Second 
Round after a shocking upset of national power UCLA. The 
Tigers could not match their success from the First Round, 
as the Bulldogs dominated en route to a 63-41 win. For the 
second year in a row, MSU was headed to the Sweet 16.
 While reaching the Sweet 16 may not have been a big 
surprise, many thought the run would end here against the 
Connecticut Huskies. The Bulldogs were in the same spot as 
the previous year’s squad: a five-seed facing a one-seed. 

 Top-seeded and eventual national 
champion UCLA overpowered MSU the 
year before, and most expected UConn to 
do the same.
 The Huskies were known for their fast-paced 
and dynamic offense led by sharpshooter Ray Allen. 
To have any chance of winning, Mississippi State would 
have to play suffocating defense and have a stellar backcourt 
offensive performance of its own.
 MSU stormed out of the gates in the opening period and 
led by 12 at halftime. To much of the surprise of the national 
audience, Darryl Wilson looked like the best three-point 
shooter in the country, not Allen. At one point late in the first 
half, Wilson had as many points as the entire UConn team.
 Connecticut would close the gap to three late in the second 
half, but the Bulldogs were able to hold on for a 60-55 win. 
 MSU held the high-powered Husky offense to 18 points 
below its season average, as UConn lost just its third game of 
the year.
 Wilson was the star of the night, netting seven treys and 
scoring a game-high 27 points. The Bulldogs were earning 
a knack for giant-killing, as they were responsible for two of 
Kentucky and Connecticut’s five combined losses that season.
 "Who would've ever thought," Wilson said with a huge 
smile, "that Mississippi State would be in the Elite Eight?''
 This was March Madness at its absolute finest. And for 
MSU, the madness would continue all the way to the Final 
Four.

1996 Sweet 16 Memorable Moment: 
MSU vs. UConn

I.J. Ready
Fr. Guard 

Little Rock Ark.

Q: What was your greatest 
accomplishment from high 
school?
A: Being named Southern 
ESPN Player of the Week in 
December of my junior year.

Q: What NBA player does 
your style of play most 
resemble?
A: My style is a mix between 
Chris Paul and Kyrie Irving.

Q: What do you enjoy doing 
outside of basketball?
A: Playing 2K on playstation 
being the Lakers or Clippers 
- Kobe all the way, - hanging 
with my teammates or, when 
I’m home, taking my sister 
wherever she wants.

Player Team Accomplishments
Dee Bost Budućnost (Montenegro)   Averaged 9.1 ppg, 2.2 assists
Arnett Moultrie Philadelphia 76ers   Scored in double figures five times
Kodi Augustus 08 Stockholm (Sweden) Averaged 17.1 ppg
Barry Stewart TBB Trier (Germany) Averaged 12.5 ppg
Jarvis Varnado Miami Heat 2013 NBA Champions
Charles Rhodes Gaziantep (Turkey) Had a 14.6 scoring clip
Jamont Gordon Galatasaray (Turkey) Gained a 10.9 ppg average  
Piotr Stelmach PGE Turow (Poland) Averaged 4.5 ppg
Winsome Frazier Kryvbasbasket (Ukraine)  Totaled 12.8 ppg
Timmy Bowers Umana VE (Italy) Averaged 8.4 ppg
Derrick Zimmerman Neckar L’burg (Germany) Averaged 8.7 ppg, 5.2 rpg

Where Are They Now: Season Wrap up

Kodi Augustus Barry Stewart Arnett MoultrieClick here for the monthly archives

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u


Day Camp

July 29 - august 1

ClICK HERE 
tO sIgN up FOR tHE FINal 

msu BasKEtBall Camp 
tODay! 

mORE INFORmatION plEasE Call 
msu BasKEtBall OFFICE at 

(662) 325-3800

    This Side Out of 
Bounds play is from 
Game 3 of the 2013 NBA 
Finals.  2 takes the ball 
out, 5 and 1 set screens 
for 4 to get a catch.  4 
gets catch, 3 steps in and sets a downscreen for 1 as 4 
dribble handoffs to 1.  1 will continue to dribble hard 
across the floor off of 5’s ballscreen.  3 will back-
screen for 5 rolling to the basket, forcing the defense 
to help, 3 will then pop for a shot.

play OF tHE mONtH
San Antonio Spurs - Side Out of Bounds

Click here to see video of the play

DRIll OF tHE mONtH
Quick Feet Shooting

Click here to see video of the drill
     This drill helps you work yor footwork shooting off 
the dribble.  We teach the 1-2 step, which is the most 
effective and fundamental way to shoot a pull-up jump 
shot.  In an age where a mid-range jump shots have 
become nearly obsolete and the physicality of the game 
is at an all time high, we strive daily to talk to our players 
about playing low and having great balance.  It is our 
opinion that teaching the 1-2 step will help any player 
regain balance and control of his body even if a defend-
er is physical.  Below is a outline of the moves we work 
on with our student athletes on a daily basis from the 3 
spots in the diagram below.  

 1. 2 Dribble Pull-Up
 2. 2 Dribble Crossover Pull-Up
 3. 2 Dribble Between Legs Pull-Up
 4. 2 Dribble Behind Back Pull-Up
 5. 2 Dribble Crossover Crossover Pull-Up
 6. 2 Dribble Crossover Between Legs Pull-Up
 7.  2 Dribble Crossover Behind Back Pull-Up

Mississippi State’s 
Rebuilding Project 
Receives Needed Boost

-NBC Sports Talk

Rick Ray Talks Offseason 
Hoops

- Bulldawgs247

DRIll OF tHE mONtH
Collins’ Passing

Click here to see video of the drill
Collins’ Passing is a great drill that helps develop your student-athletes’ ability to pass with either 

hand with consistent accuracy.   In addition it helps largely with the student-athletes’ hand eye 
coordination.  Below is an outline of the progression of the drill.

   1. Right Hand   4. Right Hand Bounce Pass
   2. Left Hand   5. Left Hand Bounce Pass
   3. Alternate Hand   6. Alternate Hand Bounce Pass

**New Release**
Check out 2013-14 

Non-conference 
schedule!

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/azto3of
http://tinyurl.com/ochd5qv
http://tinyurl.com/p2pgh65
http://collegebasketballtalk.nbcsports.com/2013/06/12/mississippi-states-rebuilding-project-receives-needed-boost/
http://mississippistate.247sports.com/Article/MSU-head-coach-Rick-Ray-talks-of-differences-this-offseason-132960
http://tinyurl.com/p672jz3
http://tinyurl.com/kdcd8pl


If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email 
address to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Men’s 
Basketball and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  

Fancred is a social platform that lets fans follow their teams, 
connect with fans, and build their sports credibility.

Click here to join Fancred Today!

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://www.hailstate.com//
https://twitter.com/mstateMBK
https://twitter.com/RickRay1
https://twitter.com/CoachHollender
https://twitter.com/CoachFlanigan
https://twitter.com/CoachAdamGordon
https://twitter.com/CoachBauman
https://www.facebook.com/mstateMBK
http://fancred.com/

