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REDSHIRT JUNIOR READY TO HIT THE 
HARDWOOD FOR THE BULLDOGS

A
fter red shirting in his 
first year on campus, 
forward Travis Daniels 

is ready to finally hit the 
court and contribute in a 
big way for Mississippi 
State.
     Prior to arriving in 
Starkville, Daniels 
completed a 
standout junior 
c o l l e g e 
career at 
S h e l t o n 
S t a t e 
Community 
College, as he led the 
Buccaneers to a 28-4 record 
and a runner-up finish in the 
Alabama Community College 
Conference tournament as a 
freshman. Once he was ready to 
take his talents to the NCAA Division 
I ranks, Daniels drew interest from 
many schools, including Wichita State 
and Southern Miss. Eventually, Daniels 
opted to play basketball in the SEC and 
signed with Mississippi State.
     “I played with Chicken (Craig Sword) and 
Roquez Johnson in AAU ball, so I knew those 
guys and liked them,” Daniels said. “And then 
once I met Coach Ray and the other coaches, MSU 
just seemed like an easy fit for me.”
     Daniels recognizes his high skill-level on the 
offensive side of the ball but also plans to work hard 
to improve on the defensive end this offseason. With 
his 6-8 frame, he possesses the versatility to defend 
multiple positions.
     “They have me working with guards and bigs 
because I will be chasing guards off screens when 
I’m playing the three spot,” Daniels said. “And then 

when we go small, they will move me to the four 
position, and I have to be able to guard big men and 

defend the paint. I just need to work on improving 
defensively.”

 While the Bulldogs return their top four 
leading scorers and three other important 

contributors from last season’s squad, 
the slew of talented newcomers may 

be the key factor in Mississippi 
State having a successful 

season. These new additions 
such as Daniels do not only 

bring skills to the table, 
however; they bring 
much-needed size.

     “We will have five or six 
guys over 6-8,” Daniels 

said. “We will have to work 
on defensive things and make 

sure that all the new guys are up 
to speed, but we are definitely going 

to look like a good, physical team.”
     Daniels fully believes that having 
a more experienced and physical 
squad can translate to more wins on 
the court and that the future is bright 
for MSU basketball.
 “With what we have coming 
back and the new guys we have 
coming in, I really think we can 
be a top four team in the SEC,” 
he noted. “We have high 
expectations, and I think we 
are going to surprise a lot of 
people.”

Click Here for 
Video Highlights 
of Travis Daniels

http://tinyurl.com/kxllzc6
http://tinyurl.com/kxllzc6
http://tinyurl.com/kxllzc6


ComplianCe update
Question of the Month

Click here for the  Monthly Archives

Q: When is athletically related activity for the 
student-athlete considered “voluntary”?
A.When the following conditions are met:
a. The student-athlete must not be required 
to report back to a coach or other athletics 
department staff member any information related 
to the activity;
b. The activity must be initiated and requested 
solely by the student-athlete;
c. The student-athlete’s attendance and 
participation in the activity (or lack thereof) may 
not be recorded for the purposes of reporting such 
information to coaching staff members or other 
student-athletes; and
d. The student-athlete may not be subjected to 
penalty if he or she elects not to participate in 
the activity.

Click here for 
MSU Compliance Home Page
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FOREVER MAROON AND WHITE 
DARRYL WILSON

S
corer, legend, winner; all words that describe one 
of the best to ever don the Maroon and White, 
former Bulldog great Darryl Wilson. 

     During his time at Mississippi State, Wilson set 
records in nearly every scoring category with the 
Bulldogs. The Kennedy, Ala., native poured in 1,619 
points as a Bulldog, which still ranks 7th all-time at 
MSU. The most memorable part of Wilson’s game 
however, was his ability to shoot the three. The former 
Bulldog sank 258 three balls with the Maroon and 
White, a school record at the time until Ravern Johnson 
and Barry Stewart later broke it. Wilson set his record in 
only 93 games, whereas the later pair set it in 128 and 
141 games respectively.
     After being named Mr. Basketball for the state 
of Alabama in 1992, the South Lamar high school 
graduate came to MSU with high expectations. It wasn’t 
until the 1993-1994 season when he started making his 
mark. While averaging 16.2 points per game, he helped 
lead the Bulldogs to a NIT appearance, State’s first 
postseason appearance since 1991.
     The junior season was a breakout year for Wilson, 
as the excellent three-point shooter blossomed under 
the Maroon and White. The Kennedy, Ala., native made 
39% of his 3’s, while also raising his scoring average 
to 17.8 points a contents, a career high at the time.. 
The Wilson’s improved game propelled the Bulldogs to 
a 22-8 record, while also earning the SEC West Co-
Champions title. That season ended with a trip to the 
Sweet Sixteen, a precursor for things to came in the 
following year. 

     As a senior, Wilson 
earned the highest accolade 
of any Bulldog present or past; 
a Final Four berth. The former 
great led the team in scoring with 
18 points per game, while making 41% 
of his 3’s. During the 1995-1996 season, 
Wilson was named as the SEC Player of the Week 
three times, whole being named to the 1996 SEC All-
Tournament team for his efforts. He averaged 20.5 
points per contest during the NCAA tournament, helping 
the Maroon and White to the first and only Final Four 
appearance in school history. The high average also 
led to Wilson being named to the NCAA All-Southeast 
Regional team.
     Over his career, Super D as he was fondly known as, 
scored 17.4 points per game over his 93 game career. 
Wilson earned a double figures in 89% of his games, 
recording 32 20-plus games, as well as three 30-plus 
games. The three point line was kind to Wilson, as 81% 
of his career points came behind the arc. By the time 
Wilson left Starkville, Wilson had led MSU to a 66-27 
record, with Sweet Sixteen and Final Four berths he 
was apart of the most successful team in school history. 
In 2011, Wilson earned a place among the Bulldog 
legends as he was named to the SEC Basketball 
Legends. 
     Fans in Starkville may never again see a prolific 
three-point shooter like Wilson again, but he was fun to 
watch while he was here. 

adam Gordon
Director of Operations
los angeles, california

Q:what attracted you to 
MsU?
A: Rick Ray, our winning 
tradition and the SEC

Q: what has surprised you 
most about MsU?
A: How beautiful the 
campus is, it is by far the 
most beautiful campus I’ve 
worked at

Q: what is your favorite 
thing about MsU?
A: This one is easy, The 
Hump!

Q: what has changed 
most from the first year 
until now?
A: When we first got here 
we had six guys on our 
team, so it will be nice 
to have a full roster next 
season for the first time

http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK
http://tinyurl.com/qdmcyvf
http://tinyurl.com/ppb4nww
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK


team Camp 
June 6tH-7tH

indiVidual Camp

June 9tH-12tH

skills Camp

July 28tH-31st

FoR moRe inFoRmation 
please Call 

(662)-325-3800 
oR go to Hailstate.Com

If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email address 
to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Sports, Men’s 
Basketball, and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  
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cAMpS

DID YOU SEE?

cOAcHES cORNER
WASHINGTON WIZARDS

Zuppardo chooses 
Maroon & white

- 247sports.com

          This month we take an 
in-depth look at the 2014 NBA 

Playoffs and in particular the 
Washington Wizards, who earned a No. 

5 seed in the NBA Playoffs and defeated the 
Chicago Bulls in 
the first round, 
4-1. Randy 
Wittman, a Bob 
Knight disciple, is 
the head coach of 
the Wizards, and 

he was a first-round draft pick of the Indiana Pacers in 
the 1983 NBA Draft. He went on to have a successful 

nine-year career in the NBA 
before retiring. He was named 
the head coach of the Wizards 
in 2012. 
     The Wizards have a fairly 
balance attack with five guys 
averaging double digits but 
are led by John Wall and 
Bradley Beal, who average 
19.3ppg and 17.1ppg respectively. As you will see in 
the two plays we spotlight this month, the Wizards run 
most of their sets through these two guys. They often use 
second actions to score and misdirection plays to keep 
the defense off balance. 

Coaching Profile
1992-93 Indiana Pacers (Assistant)
1993-94 Dallas Mavericks (Assistant)
1994-99 Minnesota Timberwolves (Assistant)
1999-02 Cleveland Cavaliers
2007-08 Minnesota Timberwolves
2009-12 Washington Wizards(Assistant)
2012-Pres Washinton Wizards
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HANDOFF DOUBLE FLARE FLOP - HANDOFF
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     This handoff option play is a quick hitter that gets 
the 2 and 5 in an isolation handoff situation off of some 
misdirection actions.  This play starts on the right wing, 
4 sets a diagonal screen for 5 and gets a catch from 1.  
1 sets a downscreen for the 3 and empties out to the 
opposite corner.  3 comes off the downscreen and fakes 
a handoff from the 5 as 4 flares for the 2.  The 2 flops 
the flare and recieves an isolation handoff from the 5.  5 
rolls to the basket and 3 will come fill behind the dribble 
penetration.  The 4 man spots up around the free throw 
line.

Click Here for Video of the Play

     This Wizards set 
offers a post isolation 
for your 3 and a double 
stagger for your 2. This 
is a great set if you have 
a big 3 on the wing and/
or a sharp shooting 2 
guard.
     The 2 guard enters 
with a pass to the 4 at 
the high post. The 4 then 
flops a hand-off as the 2 
cuts through the paint 
setting a flex screen 
for the 3. The 1 then 
receives a hand-off from 
the 4 while searching 
to post feed the 3. The 
4 and 5 set a double 
stagger for the 2 who 
comes off the screens 
looking for a shot.  If the  
2 is not open he tight 
cuts, the 5 dives to the 
rim and the 4 pops for a 
shot.

Click Here for 
Video of the Play

1on1 with rick ray
- Genespage.com

http://www.hailstate.com//
http://mississippistate.247sports.com/Article/Johnny-Zuppardo-to-become-fourth-2014-signee-for-MSUs-Rick-Ray-28168841
http://tinyurl.com/oeywxwr
http://tinyurl.com/l9c5ghz
http://tinyurl.com/l9c5ghz
http://tinyurl.com/m3mjlcv
http://tinyurl.com/m3mjlcv
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May 5: Hattiesburg, Miss.  (11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) 
  Biloxi, Miss.   (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)

May 6: Vicksburg, Miss.   (11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.)
  Greenwood, Miss.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)

May 7: Huntsville, Ala.   (11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.)
  Memphis, Tenn.   (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)

May 8: Philadelphia, Miss.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)
For more information click here! 

Name           Team   statistics      
Jarvis Varnado Philadelphia 76ers                 60% FG, 1.7 bpg
Dee Bost  Trotamundos (Venezuela)     1.3 ppg, 2.4 apg
Arnett Moultrie Delaware 87ers            10.5 ppg, 4.5 rpg
Ravern Johnson Libertas PS (Italy)            9.7 ppg, 36% 3pt
Kodi Augustus LF Basket (Sweden)             24.7 ppg,4.8 rpg
Barry Stewart  Antwerp (Belgium)           11.8 ppg, 49% FG
Charles Rhodes Akhisar (Turkey)           20.3 ppg, 12.7 rpg

Name               Team     statistics      
Jamont Gordon      Galatasaray (Turkey)           11.8 ppg, 4.0 rpg
**Torn ACL out for the season
Piotr Stelmach      PGE Turow (Poland)            2.8 ppg, 50% FG
Winsome Frazier      Bucaneros (Venezuela)       14.4 ppg, 4.2 rpg
Timmy Bowers      Torino (Italy)                9.9 ppg, 2.8 apg
Derrick Zimmerman        Energa Czami (Poland)         6.2 ppg, 4.2 apg
Lawrence Roberts      Darussafaka (Turkey)           9.6 ppg, 7.6 rpg

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

BULLDOGS VOLUNTEERING IN TUpELO

On Wednesday, Mississippi State traveled to Tupelo to assist  
tornado victims by removing trees, limbs and debris.

http://tinyurl.com/3s3nr6w

