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 Tupelo will once again be draped in Maroon and White 
this December 
 Tupelo, Miss., is a progressive city best known as the 
“Birthplace of Elvis Presley.” In December, it’s going to be 
known for college basketball. 
 On March 26, Mississippi State announced it will be 
playing Southeastern Louisiana on Dec. 13 in Tupelo at the 
newly-renovated BancorpSouth Arena.
 It will be the fourth time the Bulldogs have played in 
the venue, with the first outing resulting in an 80-60 win 
against Tennessee-Martin on Dec. 20, 1997. The Bulldogs 
also claimed a 75-46 victory against Northwestern State on 
Nov. 21, 1998, while walking away with a 77-59 win against 
New Orleans on Dec. 13, 2003.
 “We are excited about bringing Mississippi State 
basketball to Tupelo next season,” MSU head coach Rick Ray 
said. “Tupelo has always been a supportive and very strong 
fan base for Mississippi State athletics, and we are glad that 
we are able to return the favor by playing a game for those 
fans in Tupelo.  My hope would be to alternate games every 

season between Tupelo and Jackson in order to reach out to 
Mississippi State supporters in both communities.”

$1.6 MILLION RENOVATION
 The BancorpSouth Arena, which seats 8,000 for 
basketball, is currently undergoing a $1.6 million 
renovation. 
 The facility has played host to numerous collegiate 
basketball, hockey and indoor football games, in addition 
to concerts, rodeos, circuses and wrestling events.
 “We’re thrilled to welcome Mississippi State basketball 
back to the BancorpSouth Arena as part of our 20th 
anniversary season,” said Todd Hunt, the arena’s executive 
director.  “Our first regular season NCAA basketball game 
saw MSU defeat UT-Martin back in 1998.  Since then the 
Bulldogs have made two more appearances in Tupelo, 
winning both.  We’re hoping that Coach Ray can continue 
that winning streak in his first trip to Tupelo.”
 Tip-off time and ticket information will be made 
available at a later date.

Bulldogs Head to Tupelo in 2013-2014 

Q: What is the one most important thing you will take 
away from this season?
A: That we have young gentlemen who are tough kids and 
have pride in their program.  Most teams would have gave 
in and stopped competing after all of the injuries and the 
losing streak.  But to our players credit, they kept working 
and improving.
Q: What do you hope your players take away from this 
season?
A: That we have the nucleus and makings of a quality 
team, IF we approach the off season and the game of 
basketball the right way. 
Q: What was your best memory from this year?
A: No question, beating Ole Miss at The Hump.  The 
students provided an electric environment and there is always heightened intensity when you play your rival. 
Q: What will you and your team be focusing on now that the season is over?
A: Simple, getting better on and off the court.  On the court, each player will focus in on improving his skill set to make 
him a better player.  Off the court, our guys have to attack the weight room and get bigger and stronger.
Q: What was one of the things you were most pleased with this past season?
A: I was really pleased with the continued improvement of our kids, individually throughout the season. I was really 
happy and pleased with that. Now, we need to see that type of improvement in the offseason.
Q:  Do you have any goals for next season?
A: Yes, for our team to stay healthy!

End Of  Season 
Q & A with Rick Ray 



Compliance Update
Question of the Month

Click here for monthy arhives

Q: After a prospective student-
athlete commits to a Division I 
institution, are there any limits 
on the telephone calls from the 
coaches?
A:  There shall be no limit on the 
number of telephone calls by the 
institution to a prospective student-
athlete beginning the calendar day 
after one of the following:
   (a)  The prospective student-
athlete signs a National Letter of 
Intent (NLI) or the institution’s 
written offer of admission and /or 
financial aid; or
   (b)  The institution receives a 
financial deposit in response to the 
institution’s offer of admission.

 In the first decade of the 2000’s, Mississippi State 
became known for trotting out bruising power 
forwards year after year. Mario Austin helped lead the 
Bulldogs to the 2002 SEC Tournament 
Championship, while Lawrence 
Roberts followed suit by earning SEC 
Player of the Year honors in 2004 
as MSU won its first outright SEC 
Championship in over 40 years.
 After Roberts graduated in 2005, 
Bulldog fans began to wonder if the 
team could find yet another beast in 
the paint.
 Welcome to the party, Charles 
Rhodes.
 As a standout at Lanier High School 
in Jackson, Rhodes was named first-
team all-state after averaging a double-
double his senior season. Rhodes and 
current Milwaukee Bucks star Monta 
Ellis formed the state’s most feared high school duo 
during the 2003-2004 season.
 Rhodes was heavily recruited by several national 
powers out of high school, but he ultimately elected to 
stay close to home and sign with MSU.
 During his freshman season, Rhodes served as a key 
role player off the bench as he learned from Roberts. 
After erupting for eight points, six rebounds and three 
blocks in only 13 minutes of play at Kentucky, Rhodes 
quickly grabbed the attention of Bulldog faithful as a 
potential breakout star.
 To no one’s surprise, Rhodes burst onto the scene as 
a sophomore as he led Mississippi State in scoring and 

rebounding en route to second-team 
All-SEC honors. He quickly became 
a fan favorite for his thunderous dunks, 

while he and point guard Jamont 
Gordon would form one of the nation’s 
best alley-oop tandems for the rest of their 
careers.
 Rhodes continued to be a force in 
the post as a junior as he earned All-SEC 
Second-Team honors for the second-
consecutive season. The Bulldogs narrowly 
missed the NCAA Tournament, but still 
ended the season on a strong note as they 
advanced to the NIT Final Four.

FIRST-TEAM HONORS
 Determined to lead MSU back to the 
Big Dance, Rhodes saved his best season 
for last. He paced the team in scoring and 
rebounding for the second time in his career 

en route to garnering first-team All-SEC accolades as 
the Bulldogs returned to the NCAA Tournament.
 In an iconic moment in Bulldog basketball history 
and to the delightment of the fans, Rhodes kissed the 
court out of appreciation as he left the Humphrey 
Coliseum floor for the final time in a victory against 
LSU in the regular season finale.
 Rhodes completely dominated MSU’s First Round 
game against Oregon, tallying a postseason school-
record 34 points in a 76-69 win in Little Rock.
 Rhodes ranks seventh-all time in field goals made at 
Mississippi State and fittingly finished his career as the 
school’s all-time leader in dunks with 183.

Forever Maroon and White 
Charles Rhodes

Bulldogs in the Community

Tyson Cunningahm 
• Jr • Guard •

Columbus, Miss

Q: What is your favorite 
memory at MSU? 
A) Making the basketball 
team. 

Q) What is your favorite song 
to sing? 
A) “He’s Able” by Deitrick 
Haddon. 

Q) How old were you when 
you started singing? 
A) 6. 

Q) What is your favorite 
movie? 
A) Lion King.

Q) What is your dream job?  
A) To play in the NBA and be 
a recording artist. 

Click Here for Video 
on the Event

     Breakfast of Champions began six 
years ago at Sudduth Elementary as 
a program to promote healthy eating 
habits, the importance of eating 
breakfast  and the value of education 
in the Starkville School District. The 
students-athletes and coaches of 
Mississippi State University help bring 
attention to the program by eating 
breakfast with and serving the students 

of our local school 
system.  The Breakfasts 
occur in January, 
February, and March of 
each year.  At the 2013 
Sudduth Breakfast, 
we had a total of 79 
student-athletes and 
coaches attend.

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
http://youtu.be/s4Ey9ZG5r1I


Team Camp
may 31sT - June 2nd

IndIvIdual Camp
June 3rd - June 6Th

day Camp
July 29 - augusT 1

ClICK here 
TO sIgn up FOr msu 
BasKeTBall Camps 

TOday! 

mOre InFOrmaTIOn please Call 
msu BasKeTBal OFFICe aT 

(662) 325-3800

Play of the Month Drill of the Month

Strength Tip of the Month
        Now that the season is over, its time to start thinking about the upcoming off-season and 
beginning to train for the next season. From a weight room perspective, its time to pick up 
where you left off in the pre-season and start rebuilding. After the athletes have had their off 
time, its time to re-evaluate their strength in the weight room. Before the off-season lifting 

begins, it is important to test your athletes in the important lifts, such as the squat and bench 
press, so you have percentages to train for hypertrophy, strength, and power. To test these lifts, 

a simple way to do this is by performing a rep max test. For example, if an athlete’s one rep max on 
bench press was 225lb, take 80% of that weight and have the athlete perform AS MANY reps as they 

possibly can after properly warming up. Once the reps are performed, you can use a rep max chart, which can be 
found on the internet, or a formula. A reliable formula to use is: the number of reps performed divided by thirty, 
plus one. Then multiply that number by the weight lifted and that will give you the estimated one rep max.

      This month’s play is designed to exploit a man to 
man defense.  The initial action of this play is called 
a Pro-Cut, when a guard comes off of a double 
stagger across the FT line he has 2 options as seen 
below.    The 1st Option is the 2 going tight off the 
5 to the basket for the lob, if the lob is not there 
then the 5 will rescreen for the 2.  The 3 will clear 
out to opposite corner as shown below.  On the 2’s 
catch the 1 and 5 will set a double stagger for the 
3 as shown below.  The 2nd option is the 2 comes 
straight off the 4 and recieves a double ballscreen 
action from the 4 and 5.  1 and 3 space wide looking 
for a catch and shoot 3pt shot.  In option 2 the 4 
will roll and replace, the 5 will roll and post after the 
ballscreens.

Pro-Cut Option
Click here to see video of the play

KC Drill
Click here for video of the drill

Option 1

Option 2

  This months drill is a multipurpose drill that will test 
your teams condition, toughness, communication, and 
willingness to do the little things on each defensive 
possession.  You can start this drill many ways, set up 
the first possession 3 on 3 in any situation you want.  
For example as shown in the diagram we start it by 
having the 2 raise out of the corner and get a catch, then 
the 4 backscreens for the 1 and they play out of it.  On 
the shot, the defense is responsible for the outlet to the 
manager/coach on the side.   The Offense (Black) will 
sprint to the other end and play defense on the Blue 
team.  This process will repeat having the Blue team 
then running back on defense and Black team outlet-
ting to the manager.  The scoring system can be cus-
tomizable to your program and emphasis on defense.  
Our scoring system is as follows:  
  
 Offense          Defense
- Regular Scoring (2’s & 3’s)       - No Hands on Closeout (-1)         
- Offensive Rebounds (+3)       - No Call “My Ball” (-1)     Bulldogs Never 

Gave Up
NEMS Daily Journal

Future Looks 
Bright

Clarion Ledger

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/azto3of
http://youtu.be/GegycVC42XA
http://youtu.be/ABAYJ4rquJ8
http://tinyurl.com/d834gbw


If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email 
address to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Men’s 
Basketball and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://www.hailstate.com//
https://twitter.com/mstateMBK
https://twitter.com/RickRay1
https://twitter.com/CoachHollender
https://twitter.com/CoachFlanigan
https://twitter.com/CoachAdamGordon
https://twitter.com/CoachBauman
https://www.facebook.com/mstateMBK

