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Entering postseason play during 

the 2007-08 season, Mississippi 

State had won the SEC West going 

away and was an NCAA Tournament 

lock, while Alabama finished fifth in 

the West. 

 On paper, this was a fairly 

unexciting matchup. However, 

circumstances on and off the court 

that evening would make this contest 

maybe the most memorable game in 

SEC Tournament history.

 The Bulldogs earned a bye on 

the opening day of the tournament, 

while the Crimson Tide upset Florida 

to earn a spot in the quarterfinals 

in Atlanta. MSU won both regular 

season meetings, so many expected a 

third win for the Maroon and White 

to come with relative ease.

 However, Alabama found 

themselves in the driver’s seat 

for most of the game, holding a 

seven-point lead at halftime and a 

nine-point lead in the second half. 

Mississippi State would continue to 

battle and took its first lead of the 

half on a three-pointer with 2:36 left 

in the game.

 As the game reached its final 

moments, the Bulldogs led thanks 

to a Jamont Gordon dunk and free 

throws by Barry Stewart. But as 

time expired, Mykal Riley, who 

led Alabama with 18 points, forced 

overtime with a dramatic 3-pointer 

that spun around the rim and hit the 

backboard before falling through the 

net for a 59-59 tie.

 The extra period progressed, 

and the Bulldogs held a 64-61 lead 

with 2:11 left in overtime. Then, the 

craziness began.

 A severe storm moving through 

downtown Atlanta ripped holes 

in the Georgia Dome and sent fans 

fleeing for the exits, causing a delay 

of one hour and five minutes. At 

least two tears in a corner of the 

fabric roof were visible when play 

was halted at about 9:40 p.m., and 

wind blew small bits of insulation 

through the rips toward the court. 

Terrifyingly, the scoreboard and 

rafters suspended from the Georgia 

Dome’s ceiling began to sway due to 

the heavy winds.
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http://tinyurl.com/oassdmt
http://tinyurl.com/nl85epq
http://tinyurl.com/ktkrska
http://tinyurl.com/ldvu4pu
http://tinyurl.com/m9vjukn
http://tinyurl.com/khbx2rd
http://tinyurl.com/lfwx7ye
http://tinyurl.com/ntd5tup


F O R E V E R  T R U E  M A R O O N

TANG HAMILTON

Few basketball players can be 

classified as elite rebounders, 

and even fewer are considered great 

scorers. Only a truly elite class of 

players excel at both, and Tang 

Hamilton proved to be one of those 

for Mississippi State.

 Following a standout prep career 

at storied Magnolia State powerhouse 

Lanier, Hamilton began his Bulldog 

career in 1997. He averaged 4.3 

points, 3.1 rebounds and 14.6 minutes 

as a freshman, appearing in 29 of 

the team’s 30 games that season and 

scoring in double figures five times.  

 The highlight of his initial season 

was his first career double-double, 

a 16-point, 12-rebound effort in a 

home victory against LSU.

 In 1998-99 as a sophomore, he 

was selected by the MSU coaches 

as the team’s Most Improved Player 

after ranking second on the squad 

in scoring (11.3 ppg) and 3-point 

field goals made (40) and third in 

rebounding (5.7 rpg). As a sophomore, 

Hamilton nearly tripled his scoring 

average and nearly doubled his 

rebounding average from his 

freshman season. He scored in double 

figures 21 times, the second highest 

total by a Bulldog during the 1998-

99 season. Among his 21 double-digit 

scoring efforts was a career-high 

27-point outing at Tennessee on 

Feb. 6. Hamilton topped the team in 

scoring nine times as a sophomore 

and was the Bulldogs’ top rebounder 

on six occasions.

 During the 1999-2000 season he 

was voted the team’s Best Offensive 

Player after leading the Bulldogs in 

scoring (14.4 ppg) and placing second 

in rebounds (6.2 rpg). He ranked sixth 

in the SEC in field goal percentage 

(.471), ninth in scoring and 15th 

in rebounding. The Jackson, MS 

native scored in double figures on 

26 occasions and topped the team 

in scoring a team-high 15 times. 

Hamilton, who was one of only two 

Bulldogs to start all 30 games, led the 

team in dunks (35) and blocks (21).

 As a senior during the 2000-

01 season he was one of only two 

Bulldogs to start all 31 games and 

was the recipient of the club’s Bailey 

Howell Rebounding Award after 

averaging a team-high and career-

best 6.8 rebounds per game to rank 

12th in the Southeastern Conference 

(SEC). During his senior season he 

also set career highs in field goal 

percentage (.498), 3-point field goal 

percentage (.364) and assists (39).

 Hamilton placed third in field goal 

percentage in SEC games, connecting 

on 52.1 percent of his attempts 

in league contests. He scored in 

double figures 20 times as a senior, 

including five games of 20 or more 

points. Hamilton topped the team in 

rebounds a team-high 14 times and 

registered a pair of double-doubles.

Tang Hamilton owns a firm place 

among the school’s all-time greats.

 The 6-8, 220-pound forward, 

would go on to enjoy a lengthy ca-

reer in professional basketball that 

included a stint with the Miami 
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2015
CAMP DATES

Team Camp

June 5-6

Overnight Camp

June 8-11

Skills Day Camp

July 27-31

Session 1: 5-10

Session 2: 11-18

For more information or 

to register please go to 

HailState.com/Camps

(Registration opens January 1, 2015)

2014-15
SCHEDULE

HAILSTATE.COM

This month we bring you a zone set 

that can be difficult to guard against 

a typical 2-3 or a 3-2 zone.  It starts 

with the 3 catching the ball on the 

wing.  He must catch it high enough 

that x1 takes him and does not bump 

to x3.  On 3’s catch, 4 will come out of 

the high post on ballside, and 1 and 

2 will slide away.  4 will get a catch, 

if x2 comes out to guard him he will 

quick relay to 1.  If x2 does not come 

out to guard him, he will drive it at 

x2 to force him to guard him and 

then relay to 1.  1 now has a deci-

sion to make, if x4 guards him and 

leaves the corner open it is an easy 

pass to the 2 for a shot in the corner.  

If x4 plays the passing lane to the 2 

in the corner then he will either pass 

to 5 on the duck-in or attack the gap 

looking for a pull-up jumper.  

C O A C H ’ S  C O R N E R

MISSISSIPPI STATE ZONE SET
4 SERIES
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Click here for video of the play

mailto:abauman%40athletics.msstate.edu?subject=Bulldog%20Banter%20
http://tinyurl.com/l68tcom
http://tinyurl.com/ok7walk
http://tinyurl.com/kcmyed8


T O R N A D O  C O N T I N U E D

FROM PAGE 1

H A M I LT O N  C O N T I N U E D

FROM PAGE 2

C O M P L I A N C E  U P D AT E

Q: What do athletic scholarships pay for?
Athlet ic scholarships may be full scholarships or part ial 
scholarships, depending on the sport and the discret ion of 
the coaching staff. Some sports, like football, basketball and 
volleyball, are head count sports where each st udent-athlete is 
on a full athlet ic scholarship that pays for t uit ion, fees, books, 
room & board. Some sports, such as baseball, track, and soccer, 
are equivalency sports, meaning that a coaching staff is limited 
to a specified number of scholarships (such as 11.7 in baseball) 
to divide among the roster. Therefore, different st udent-
athletes receive different scholarship amounts varying from a 
book scholarship to a full scholarship.

 His 123 games played at MSU tied 

then the school-record. Hamilton 

is one of only six players in school 

history to score at least 1,300 points 

and grab at least 600 rebounds. He 

finished his career ranked 16th on 

MSU’s all-time scoring list with 

1,307 points and tied for 13th on 

its all-time rebounding list with 

677 rebounds. Hamilton also ranks 

among MSU’s all-time leaders in 

dunks with 106 and three-point 

field goals made (10th, 132).

 In Mississippi State basketball 

lore, Tang Hamilton owns a firm 

place among the school’s all-time 

greats.

 Players soon left the court. 

An announcement about 15 

minutes later informed fans that 

an inspection showed the Dome 

to be structurally sound enough 

to complete the game, and play 

eventually resumed.

 The Bulldogs would have to 

hang on for dear life to close out 

a win, as every MSU bucket was 

matched by another Crimson Tide 

bucket. Alabama had the ball on 

the final possession of the game, 

but Riley’s long jumper would not 

find the bottom of the net this 

time, as Mississippi State claimed 

a 69-67 victory to advance to the 

semifinals. Gordon led all scorers 

with 23 points, while Charles 

Rhodes added 15 for the Maroon 

and White.

 The game would be the final 

contest played at the Georgia Dome 

that weekend, as the remainder 

of the tournament was moved to 

Alexander Memorial Coliseum on 

the campus of Georgia Tech.

 Perhaps the OT was the best 

thing that could have happened in 

order to ensure the safety of the 

fans. Had MSU won in regulation, 

thousands of fans would have 

emptied into the streets of Atlanta 

just as the tornado hit. The extra 

period of basketball may have 

saved many lives that evening. 

http://www.ncaa.org
http://secsports.go.com
https://twitter.com/RickRay1
https://twitter.com/MSUCoachBrooks
https://twitter.com/CoachFlanigan
https://twitter.com/CoachHollender
https://twitter.com/CoachAdamGordon
https://twitter.com/CoachBauman
https://twitter.com/TannerSmith5
https://twitter.com/MSUSportsGregg
https://twitter.com/StricklinMSU
http://tinyurl.com/ljkod8h
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK

