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The  OffIcIal  NewsleTTer  Of  MIssIssIppI  sTaTe  BaskeTBall

    The Bulldogs were clearly in a rebuilding year 
with an extremely young squad that had not won a game 
in two months. On the other hand, the Rebels boasted 
arguably their best squad in more than a decade and had 
NCAA Tournament ambitions. Most experts assumed the 
Rebels would claim the contest with relative ease.
 Even in wintry weather, MSU students did 
their part in making Humphrey Coliseum a hostile 
environment for the visitors from Oxford. The Bulldogs 
matched the Rebels blow-for-blow in the first half, as 
the lead changed five times in the opening 20 minutes. 
Colin Borchert’s 11 points helped give Mississippi 
State a surprising 34-30 lead at the half.  On numerous 
occasions earlier in the campaign, MSU would battle 
hard for a half and then simply run out of gas in the final 
20 minutes. This was not to be the case against the 
Rebels, as the Bulldogs extended their lead out to 10 
points early in the second period.
Ole Miss wouldn’t go away quietly, however, and cut the 
lead to 45-43. At that point, the Bulldogs caught fire from 

beyond the arc. Three-pointers by Trivante Bloodman 
and Craig Sword helped push the lead to 61-49, and 
MSU was suddenly in firm control late in the game.
 Free throws had been an Achilles heel for 
Rick Ray’s squad all season, but MSU was clutch from 
the charity stripe on this day, connecting on 10 of 12 
attempts at the free throw line in the final three minutes.
The Rebels heaved a flurry of desperation threes in the 
final minutes only to be denied again and again. Marshall 
Henderson, the SEC’s leading scorer, was held to a 
measly 4-of-18 from the field, as the Bulldog defense 
gave UM fits all day long.
 As the buzzer sounded and the clock struck 
zero, Mississippi State secured a shocking 73-67 win 
over its archrivals. The victory served as the season’s 
signature win for Ray and his young squad and showed 
that the future of MSU hoops was certainly bright. 
   MSU will open its SEC-home slate with a rematch 
against the Rebels on Jan. 11. Tip is set for 3 p.m., and 
the game will be televised on ESPNU.

Click here for video highlights of the memorable game from last year

http://tinyurl.com/kay5zge


ComplianCe update

Question of the Month

Click here for the  Monthly 
Archives

Q: what is countable athletically 
related activities (cara)?
A: CARA include ANY required 
activity with an athletics purpose 
involving student-athletes and at the 
direction of, or supervised by, one or 
more of an institution’s coaching staff 
(including strength and conditioning 
coaches) and must be counted within 
the weekly and daily limitations under 
NCAA Bylaws 17.1.6.1 and 17.1.6.2. 
Administrative activities shall not be 
considered as CARA. 

MeMorable MoMent

Msu wins the 2011 2k ClassiC

Click here for 
MSU Compliance Home Page

The OffIcIal NewsleTTer Of

Mississippi state basketball

spotlight
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             Tweets of the Month                                      Post of the Month

     Early season tournaments can serve as a great gauge 
for how a team stacks up against other talented squads from 
around the country. They allow teams to play in exciting 
venues while also providing invaluable battle tests before 
conference play rolls around.
     In its history, Mississippi State has traveled all over the 
world for early season tournaments. From the Bahamas 
to Hawaii, to Anaheim, and even to Puerto Rico, Bulldog 
teams have ventured far 
and wide to play great 
opponents in the early 
months of the season.
     The 2011-2012 
season gave MSU yet 
another big stage to 
showcase its talents, as 
the squad was invited 
to play in New York 
City as part of the 2K 
Sports Classic. And the 
bright lights of Madison 
Square Garden were 
never too bright for this 
group of Bulldogs.
MSU would first play No. 18 Texas A&M in the semifinals. 
The Bulldogs raced out to a blistering start, building an 
astonishing 31-9 lead in the opening minutes.
     The Aggies would rally, closing the gap to just nine points 
at the half. But another fast start out of the locker room 
helped Mississippi State double its lead, and Texas A&M 

never closed within striking 
distance. Dee Bost led the way 
with 20 points as the Bulldogs 
claimed a 69-60 win to advance to 
the championship game.
Up next for the Maroon and White 
would be No. 15 Arizona. MSU used yet 
another hot start to score the game’s first seven 

points. The Wildcats 
would fight back and only 
trailed by a point at the 
half.
     Mississippi State 
stepped up the defensive 
intensity in the second 
half, holding UA to just 
eight made field goals 
and 23 total points. On 
the offensive end, the 
Wildcats had no answer 
for Bulldog big man Arnett 
Moultrie. Despite playing 
through foul trouble, 
Moultrie still dominated 

the paint with 19 points and 10 rebounds. The junior missed 
only one shot all night and helped propel MSU to a 67-57 
win.
     The team never trailed in Madison Square Garden and 
defeated back-to-back ranked opponents for the first time 
since 2004. With Moultrie as the tournament MVP, the 

Tevin Moore
Jr. Guard

Olive Branch, MS
How was the transition from 
JUCO to MSU?
It was huge. Everything was 
different, but pretty easy 
considering I’d already had some 
college experience. 

If you weren’t playing 
basketball what sport would 
you play?
I would probably be playing 
football, because I’ve always 
wanted to be a wide receiver. 

What surprised you the most 
about MSU?
The amount of time I had to spend 
studying in the library as well as 
working on the court, in order to 
reach a certain level of success. 

Favorite NBA player?
Lebron James, because he is a 
freak of nature on the basketball 
court.

New Year’s Resolution?
To better myself as a person and 
continue to grow as a humble 
young man. 

http://tinyurl.com/crgrr2u
https://twitter.com/HailStateMBK
http://instagram.com/HailStateMBK
http://tinyurl.com/qdmcyvf
http://tinyurl.com/ppb4nww
https://www.facebook.com/HailStateMBK


2014
team Camp dates

June 6tH-7tH

More inforMation to 
coMe in the January 

newsletter

indiVidual Camp

tBd

If you want to be added to our Bulldog Banter Newsletter email list, please send a message that includes your email address 
to abauman@athletics.msststate.edu.  The newsletter is also accessible on the Hailstate.com. Click on Sports, Men’s 
Basketball, and scroll the right side of the page for the Bulldog Banter Newsletter link.  

late CloCk side ob’s

The OffIcIal NewsleTTer Of

Mississippi state basketball

CaMps

did You see?

CoaChes Corner
portland trailblaZers

an inside look

    The NBA rules allow you to advance the ball following 
timeouts.  This rule has a huge effect on close games 
on a nightly basis and has even played a vital role in the 
outcome of several NBA Finals games.  This month we bring 
you 3 similar plays from the Portland Trailblazers ran after 
calling timeouts late in games to advance the ball.  The first 
two options were ran both under 10 seconds to go in the 

game and Portland was down 3.  We mentioned above the 
effeciency ratings for the Blazers in the half court, in addition 
to their half court offense they are currently ranked #1 in the 
NBA in points per possession on side out of bounds plays 
with 1.036.  

Click here video of all 3 options

• The 1 runs off 3’s screen looking to get a catch
• The 3 screens for 1 and come off low cut from 4, 

the 4 will space to opposite corner
• The 5 fakes the 2nd screen in the stagger 

responds to ball for catch
• The 2 will look for the 3 and the 1 coming off the 

screens, but really wants to hit the 5 responding 
back to the ball.

• The 2 will get the handoff from the 5 and dribble 
off the ballscreen looking for a shot.

Option #1 Option #2

Option #1 Option #2

     When the 2013-14 NBA season 
started the expectation was that 

Oklahoma City Thunder, L.A. Clippers, 
and San Antonio Spurs would be atop the 

Western Division in the NBA.  One team that was 
not picked to be a dominant force in the West was 
the Portland Trailblazers who have been the early 
suprise during this season.  They currently sit 
within a game of 1st place in the Western Division 
and they do it with an overwelming offense and 
relentless shooting.  They currently are ranked 3rd 

in the NBA in points per possession at .977 and also lead 
the league in 3pt percentage at just under 40%.  Former 
Weber State guard Damian Lillard and Wesley Matthews 
(Marquette) lead the teams 3p shooting attack at a sizzling 
43%. 

     Below is one of the Trailblazers most favorite 
sets they run in the half court.  They have many 
options out of this particular set,  we will show you 
the two most common ones we have seen this year. 

Click here for video of both 
Options #1 & #2

Option #3
• The 1 runs off 3’s screen looking to get a catch
• The 3 screens for 1 and come off low cut from 4, 

the 4 will hold his position
• The 5 fakes the 2nd screen in the stagger 

responds to ball for catch
• The 2 will look for the 3 and the 1 coming off the 

screens, but really wants to hit the 5 responding 
back to the ball.

• The 1 & 2 make the read that the handoff is not 
there, so 1 flares for 2. 5 hits 2 for the shot.

• The 1 runs off 3’s screen looking to get a catch
• The 3 screens for 1 and spaces to the corner
• The 4 lines up differently from #1 & #2, and 

sprints to ballside corner
• The 5 fakes the 2nd screen in the stagger 

responds to ball for catch
• The 2 will look for the 4 sprinting to the corner, 

and the 1 coming off the screen, but really wants 
to hit the 5 responding back to the ball. 

• The 1 & 2 make the read that the handoff is not 
there, so 1 flares for 2. 5 hits 2 for the shot.

MOulTIre scrIMMaGes 
fOr The fIrsT TIMe 
ThIs seasON

-The philadelphia Inquirer

prOspecTs GalOre IN 
eNerGy’s VIcTOry

- DesMoine registry

http://www.hailstate.com//
http://tinyurl.com/mbvjgpo
http://tinyurl.com/k94zc8d
http://tinyurl.com/k94zc8d
http://tinyurl.com/k94zc8d
http://tinyurl.com/k94zc8d
http://tinyurl.com/m8tf8dl
http://tinyurl.com/m8tf8dl
http://tinyurl.com/m8tf8dl


JanuarY 2014

The OffIcIal NewsleTTer Of

Mississippi state basketball

Date Opponent    Time               TV                 
2-Jan Maryland e. shore  7:00pm  
8-Jan at kentucky  7:00pm sec TV
11-Jan Ole Miss   3:00pm espNu
15-Jan at alabama  7:00pm sec TV
18-Jan Texas a&M  11:30am sec TV
22-Jan auburn   7:00pm espN 3
25-Jan at Ole Miss  3:00pm sec TV
30-Jan florida   6:00pm espN / espN2
1-feb at Vanderbilt  4:00pm fsN
  

Check your local listings for where SEC TV is carried

reCruiting update
deCeMber highlights

deMetrius houston 
(carver Montgomery hs)

12/19  vs sagemont  18pts
12/27  vs auburn  14pts
12/28  vs francis Marion 17pts
12/28  vs Jeff Davis   17pts
1/3  vs robert e. lee  16pts

MauriCe dunlap
(amanda elzy hs)

12/6	 	 vs	Wingfield	 	 35pts
1/7  vs Gentry  28pts

     The MSU Men’s Basketball coaching staff would 
like to invite former players, managers, coaches, and 
immediate family back home to the Hump to attend our 
alumni weekend, February 21-22, 2014.
     We will start the weekend off with a social gathering 
at Buffalo Wild Wings, Friday night at 8 p.m. Then on 
Saturday at 3:00pm your Bulldogs take on Arkansas 
in the Hump.  All former basketball players will be 
recognized during the game.  Immediately following 
the game, our current team will join you in the Mize 
Pavilion for a brief reception. We hope to see you back 
in Starkville! 
     Please RSVP to Suzanne Cook at (662) 325-3800.

aluMni weekend

Varnado update
 

FebruarY 21st - 22nd

     Former MSU standout Jarvis Varnado is currently in the 
NBA Developmental League playing for the Iowa Engery in 

Des Moines, Iowa.  The Energy are 
NBA Affiliates of the Chicago Bulls, 
Denver Nuggets, Minnesota Timber-
wolves, New Orleans Pelicans, & 
The Washington Wizards.  Varnado 
has been having a a great season 
with the Energy averaging 33 mins 
per game, 14.3 points, 12 rebounds, 
and nearly 5 blocks.  Follow the link 

below to see some of Varnado’s highlights from this season! 

Click here for Jarvis Varnado Highlights of the 
2013-14 Season

http://www.hailstate.com/SportSelect.dbml%3F%26DB_OEM_ID%3D16800%26SPID%3D10994%26SPSID%3D90865
http://tinyurl.com/krvqy56
http://tinyurl.com/krvqy56

