
• Mississippi State earned the program’s first victory within the state of Arkansas. MSU had been 0-9-1 in the state, with all the 
contests coming against Arkansas. The Bulldogs had owned an 0-6-1 record in Little Rock and an 0-3 mark in Fayetteville.

• The victory marked the first time the Bulldogs had won consecutive contests against the Razorbacks since taking three-straight 
meetings in 1916, 1939 and 1992.

• With the win, the Bulldogs snapped their six-game road losing streak. It was the first road triumph since downing Kentucky 27-
14 on Oct. 6, 2012.

• MSU moved to within one game of bowl eligibility. A win Thursday versus Ole Miss and subsequent bowl appearance would 
mark the first time in program history the Bulldogs went to four-straight bowl games. 

• The triumph snaps a three-game losing streak. With head coach Dan Mullen, the Bulldogs have never lost four consecutive 
contests. The last four-contest losing streak was seven-straight defeats from Sept. 24-Nov. 19, 2005.

• MSU trailed 17-10 after three quarters and earned the victory. It is the program’s first triumph under Mullen when trailing after 
three frames. The win snapped a 25-game losing streak when behind after three frames. 

• The Bulldogs improved to 4-4 all time in overtime games. It was the program’s first overtime game since a 26-20 triumph against 
Louisiana Tech on Sept. 24, 2011. MSU has won its last two OT contests.

• The win after trailing 10-0 is tied for the 13th-largest comeback in program history. 
• Mississippi State recorded 488 yards of total offense, the sixth most in an SEC contest under Mullen, and has averaged 438.0 

yards a game this year, on pace to break the single-season record of 422.0 yards per contest set in 1982.
• The Bulldogs’ 4,818 total yards this year are good for third on the program’s single-season chart. The 2010 squad set the record 

with 5,217 yards of total offense.
• MSU’s 250 total first downs this year are good for third on the school single-season record list. The 2010 team also owns that 

mark with 268 firsts.
• The Bulldogs threw for 297 yards, the fifth most in an SEC game under Mullen. This season, MSU has averaged 244.3 aerial 

yards a game, on pace to break the single-season record of 239.7 passing yards per game set in 1978.
• The 2013 club has totaled 2,687 passing yards, the second most in a year in program history. The 2012 team owns the record 

with 3,091 yards through the air.
• MSU’s 14.1 yards per reception average is the second most in an SEC game under Mullen.
• The Bulldogs passed for 174 yards in the opening half, tied for the second most in a game this year, trailing only the 243 against 

Troy on Sept. 21.
• The 21 completions in the contest raised the team’s total to 216, good for third on the MSU single-season record list. The 2012 

squad also owns that record with 249 completions.
• The 21 completions give the Bulldogs 15 or more completions in each game this season. Mississippi State has not had an entire 

season with each contest having 15 or more completions since 2005.
• Mississippi State’s two passing touchdowns lifted the team’s 2013 total to 15, tied for the eighth most in a year in program his-

tory. The 2012 club established the mark with 28 aerial scores.
• The Bulldogs have tossed nine touchdown passes in the last five games after having six TD tosses during the first six contests 

of the campaign.
• MSU tallied three takeaways, giving the team 10 in the last three games after forcing just one turnover against Bowling Green, 

Kentucky and South Carolina.
• MSU’s three forced turnovers marked the sixth time this season with two or more takeaways. The team had nine such contests 

in 2012.
• Mississippi State has intercepted six passes in the last three games after recording five picks in the first eight contests.
• After registering 17 penalties against Bowling Green and Kentucky, Mississippi State has been flagged just 13 times in the last 

four games.
• The Bulldogs had not had a penalty called against them in seven-straight quarters prior to the fourth-quarter flag versus the 

Razorbacks.
• MSU stopped an Arkansas fake punt on a second-quarter attempt. It was the Bulldogs’ third fake punt halted this season after 

stops against Alcorn State and Troy.
• In the last four contests, MSU had dropped 10 punts inside the 20-yard line and boomed four punts of 50 or more yards. In the 

first seven games of the campaign, the Bulldogs had just four punts inside the 20 and five of 50 or more yards.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Senior quarterback Tyler Russell finished with 263 passing yards, breaking a tie with Derrick Taite (1993-96) for the fourth most 
passing performances of 200 or more yards by a quarterback in program history. Russell now owns 10 games with 200 or more 
yards, one behind leaders Tommy Pharr (1967-69/11), Wayne Madkin (1998-2001/11) and Kevin Fant (2000-03/11). 

• Russell’s 263 passing yards gave him 5,441 in his career, moving him ahead of Don Smith (1983-86/5,178) and Derrick Taite 
(1993-96/5,232) for third place on the Mississippi State all-time list. Wayne Madkin (1998-2001/6,336) is the career leader. 

• Russell’s second and fourth-quarter touchdown passes gave him 45 TDs accounted for in his career, good for third on the pro-
gram’s all-time list and one TD behind Anthony Dixon (2006-09/46) for second. Don Smith (1983-86) is the MSU career leader 
with 52 touchdowns accounted for.

• Freshman quarterback Damian Williams completed his first passes since connecting with Brandon Holloway for a 34-yard 
gain in the fourth quarter against Troy on Sept. 21.

• Williams scored his first career touchdown with a 25-yard scamper on the first play in overtime. He is the fourth player in pro-
gram history to score a game-winning TD in overtime (Wayne Madkin, Omarr Conner and LaDarius Perkins).

• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins ended the contest with 70 all-purpose yards, putting him ahead of Walter Packer (1973-
76/4,169) and into second place on the Mississippi State career list with 4,181 yards. Perkins trails only Anthony Dixon (2006-
09/4,443) for the Bulldog career record.

• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis caught six passes to increase his season total to 49, the ninth most on the program’s sin-
gle-season list. David Smith owns the MSU record with 74 receptions in 1970.

• Lewis’ receiving TD in the fourth quarter lifted his season total to fifth, just one shy of entering the single-season MSU top-10 
list. Chad Bumphis owns the single-year record with 12 scoring grabs in 2012.

• Junior wide receiver Robert Johnson caught four passes for 70 yards. In the previous two games against Texas A&M and Ala-
bama, Johnson combined for just four catches for 29 yards.

• Freshman wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson has caught 12 passes for 135 yards in the last four contests after making seven 
grabs for 134 yards in the first seven games of the campaign.

• Junior tight end Malcolm Johnson owns 11 catches for 158 yards in the last five contests after registering 10 catches for 112 
yards during the first six games of the campaign.

• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson gained a career-high 101 rushing yards on a personal-best 17 carries, all in the 
second half. Robinson averaged 5.9 yards a carry in the contest. Robinson gained 118 all-purpose yards, all in the second half.

• Sophomore linebacker Benardrick McKinney failed to make a tackle for loss in the contest, snapping a string of six-straight 
games with at least a half TFL. 

• The five-game stretch with at least a half TFL was the longest by a Bulldog since current Seattle Seahawk K.J. Wright had a 
six-contest streak from Sept. 18 - Oct. 23, 2010 and current New England Patriot Chris White turned in a five-game stretch from 
Sept. 4 - Oct. 2, 2010.

• Senior linebacker Deontae Skinner returned after missing the previous two games due to injury. Skinner booked three tackles 
and has averaged 6.8 hits a game in his last four contests. 

• Junior linebacker Matthew Wells recorded three tackles and has averaged 5.3 hits a game in the last three contests after aver-
aging 3.3 tackles over the first eight games of the campaign.

• Sophomore strong safety Kendrick Market registered four tackles after booking a career-high 10 stops last week against No. 
1 Alabama. 

• Senior free safety Nickoe Whitley booked a season-best 10 tackles and added his first forced fumble and fumble recovery of 
the season with a game-changing fourth-quarter strip and takeaway. 

• Sophomore cornerback Taveze Calhoun recorded his third interception in the last two games, picking off the final pass of the 
game to seal the victory.

• Freshman defensive back Tolando Cleveland forced his second career fumble, and first since the Alcorn State game.
• Freshman linebacker Beniquez Brown recovered Arkansas’ second-quarter fumble, giving him recoveries in the last two 

games. Brown also finished with a career-high nine stops.
• Sophomore cornerback Taveze Calhoun booked five tackles in the contest. During the previous three games against South 

Carolina, Texas A&M and Alabama, he booked three total stops.
• Midseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 50th-straight game, which is tied for second among active FBS 

players, behind only Georgia’s Aaron Murray (51).


