
•	 MSU	improved	to	10-1	overall	and	6-1	in	SEC	play	for	the	first	time	in	the	history	of	the	program.	This	marks	the	
first	10-win	regular	season	in	school	history.

•	 The	2014	Bulldogs	finished	7-0	at	home,	making	them	just	the	second	team	in	program	history	to	do	so.	(1999)
•	 MSU	shutout	an	SEC	opponent	for	the	first	time	since	a	17-0	win	over	South	Carolina	in	1999.
•	 The	51-point	win	is	the	largest	margin	of	victory	for	the	Bulldogs	in	SEC	play	since	1936.
•	 MSU	held	Vanderbilt	to	49	rushing	yards,	the	fewest	allowed	to	an	SEC	opponent	since	No.	7	LSU	recorded	30	on	

Sept.	26,	2009.
•	 The	Maroon	and	White	have	shattered	the	school	record	for	points	(429)	and	total	yards	(5,629)	through	the	first	11	

games	of	the	season.
•	 The	Bulldogs	have	set	a	new	school	record	for	points	in	a	season	with	429	through	11	games.	(The	previous	record	

was	383	in	2012).
•	 Vanderbilt’s	-2	rushing	yards	after	the	first	quarter	were	the	fewest	allowed	by	the	MSU	defense	of	an	SEC	opponent	

since	holding	LSU	to	-5	on	Sept.	26,	2009.
•	 Christian	Holmes’	51-yard	fumble	return	for	a	touchdown	is	MSU’s	first	since	Marcus	Washington	returned	one	

nine	yards	vs.	Tulane	in	2006.
•	 The	Bulldogs’	37-point	halftime	lead	marked	the	largest	over	an	SEC	opponent	in	program	history.
•	 37	points	were	the	most	scored	by	MSU	vs.	an	SEC	team	in	a	first	half	since	at	least	1990.	
•	 MSU	scored	51	points	in	it’s	SEC	regular-season	finale,	but	had	only	scored	37	points	in	it’s	two	previous	SEC	con-

tests.
•	 The	MSU	defense	has	35	sacks	this	season,	fourth	most	in	a	single-season.
•	 10	different	Bulldogs	caught	a	pass	on	the	night,	a	feat	that	has	been	accomplished	five	times	this	season.

POSTGAME NOTES
GAME ELEVEN  •  VANDERBILT (3-8, 0-7 SEC) AT NO. 4 MISSISSIPPI STATE (10-1, 6-1 SEC) •  NOV. 22, 2014  •  DAVIS WADE STADIUM

•	 Heisman	Trophy	candidate	Dak	Prescott	has	now	recorded	a	passing	or	rushing	touchdown	in	13	consecutive	
games.

•	 A	Maxwell	Award	semifinalist,	Prescott	leads	the	FBS	in	3rd	down	touchdowns	responsible	for	with	15	(10	passing,	
five	rushing).

•	 Josh	Robinson	is	the	only	Bulldog	with	a	reception	in	every	game	this	season.
•	 With	one	rushing	touchdown,	Walter	Camp	Award	semifinalist	Prescott	moved	into	a	tie	for	8th	in	the	Bulldog	re-

cord	books	for	rushing	touchdowns	in	a	single	season.
•	 Kendrick	Market	recorded	his	first	start	since	Sept.	20,	2014	at	LSU.
•	 Benardrick	McKinney	has	now	recorded	a	tackle	in	37	consecutive	games.
•	 Senior-Bowl	bound	All-American	candidate	Preston	Smith	has	recorded	a	tackle	behind	the	line	of	scrimmage	in	10	

straight	games.
•	 Tolando	Cleveland	recorded	his	first	interception	since	Sept.	13,	2014	at	South	Alabama	and	his	first-career	pick	at	

Davis	Wade	Stadium.
•	 With	63	rushing	yards	on	the	night,	Josh	Robinson	now	has	1,084	on	the	season,	which	ranks	6th	in	the	Bulldog	

single-season	record	books.
•	 Robinson	recorded	77	all-purpose	yards	on	the	night,	which	moved	him	into	8th	for	most	all-purpose	yards	in	a	

single	season.
•	 Evan	Sobiesk	is	now	9-for-9	on	the	season	when	it	comes	to	field	goals	of	40	yards	or	fewer.
•	 Prescott’s	rushing	score	moved	him	into	a	tie	for	second	place	with	Vick	Ballard	for	career	rushing	touchdowns	with	

29.	(Anthony	Dixon	is	first	with	42)
•	 Joe	Morrow’s	two	touchdown	receptions	marked	a	career	high.	Morrow	has	three	in	his	last	three	games	and	had	

only	two	in	the	28	games	prior.
•	 Richie	Brown	recorded	a	career-high	10	tackles.

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES



Vanderbilt-Mississippi State Postgame Notes 

Nov. 22, 2014  
Davis Wade Stadium, Starkville, Miss.  

 
Pregame Notes  

• Vanderbilt is in its 125th year of organized football.  

• The Commodores wore black helmets, white jerseys and gold pants for the first time this 
season.  

• Vanderbilt won the coin toss and chose to receive. Mississippi State elected to defend the 

south end zone.  
• Vanderbilt captains for the game were Andrew East, Joe Townsend and Kyle 

Woestmann.  

 
Team Notes  

• Vanderbilt is now 7-13-2 against Mississippi State.  
• No. 4 Mississippi State was the highest-ranked team the Commodores had played since 

hosting No. 4 Florida on Oct. 15, 2012.  

• Ralph Webb now has 857 rushing yards and moved to eighth on Vanderbilt’s single-
season rushing yard list. With 14 yards against Mississippi State, he passed Doug 

Matthews, who rushed for 843 yards in 1969.  

• The Commodores converted fourth downs twice. In the last three games, they have 
converted eight of 11 fourth downs.  

• For the seventh game this season Vanderbilt used multiple quarterbacks.  

 
Individual notes  

• Ralph Webb now has 857 rushing yards and moved to eighth on Vanderbilt’s single-
season rushing yard list. With 14 yards against Mississippi State, he passed Doug 

Matthews, who rushed for 843 yards in 1969.  

• Dillon van der Wal caught a 12-yard pass from Johnny McCrary near the end of the first 
quarter for his first catch since the season opener against Temple.  

• Defensive lineman Kyle Woestmann recorded his first sack of the season and 13th of his 

career. The senior leads the team with most sacks among active players.  
• Linebacker Zach Cunningham had a career-high 13 tackles, including five solo stops. This 

came on the heels of an 11-tackle performance against Florida two weeks ago.  
• Linebacker Stephen Weatherly recorded a career-high 12 tackles.  

• Cornerback Torren McGaster had nine tackles and tied a career high with seven stops.  

• Quarterback Johnny McCrary threw for 161 yards before leaving with an injury in the 
fourth quarter. The redshirt freshman has thrown for at least 150 yards in each of the last 

five games.  

• Fullback Kellen Williams hauled in an 18-yard pass from McCrary in the third quarter for a 
career long. It was the third catch of his career.  

• Quarterback Patton Robinette entered in the second quarter, playing in his fifth game of 

the year and second straight. He left the game with an injury after throwing an interception.  
• Stephen Rivers played for the first time since Oct. 4. He relieved McCrary, who was 

injured. 
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http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/kyle_woestmann_711889.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/ralph_webb_853254.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/ralph_webb_853254.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/dillon_van_der_wal_766180.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/johnny_mccrary_844298.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/kyle_woestmann_711889.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/zach_cunningham_853227.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/stephen_weatherly_807623.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/torren_mcgaster_807645.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/johnny_mccrary_844298.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/kellen_williams_769392.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/patton_robinette_807638.html
http://www.vucommodores.com/sports/m-footbl/mtt/stephen_rivers_903532.html


DAN MULLEN QUOTES 
Nov. 22, 2014 
Vanderbilt vs. No. 4 Mississippi State 

 
Opening Statement:  
“First I want to thank all of our fans this year. We’re 7-0 at home. We talked about it and if you 

want to compete in the SEC and compete for championships you have to win home games. We 

were able to do that this year. These fans that have helped build this with the expansion, the 

noise and believing in us and giving us that home field advantage. I believe we are 18-3 now the 

past three years at home and that just goes out to our student body, who is awesome and our fan 

base who is awesome. I’m so happy for our seniors, for them to come in and get sent out the way 

they got sent out with a big win like we had here tonight and to be able to finish perfect at home 

their senior year, that is a pretty special thing for that class. When I came here, we had a vision in 

what we wanted to build those guys. They have all bought into it and believed in it. I’m really 

pleased as a whole how our guys played today. I got the question over and over, ‘How are we are 

going to respond?’ I tell you what, we had a great week at practice. That’s all I can give you. It 

wasn’t coach talk; it was reality. I couldn’t be happier with how our guys responded. Guys were 

flying around making plays, playing with that chip on their shoulder. You know, really believing 

we have an awful lot still to play for. It didn’t matter who was on the field they were making 

plays. Being able to run it was huge. A lot of the down the field guys making plays, that was 

Mississippi State football tonight. It was great to see us respond off of a loss, to come out here 

and play at that level.” 

 

On turnovers: 

“You hope to see that out of the defensive line. I think we created three tonight. That’s what we 

wanted. We talked about it all week. I think it really broke our slump. One of those things, I 

think you start pushing and once we got one. I think we really started to roll and creating those 

turnovers were huge. Obviously Turtle (Christian Holmes), getting that touchdown with a strip 

six, that was a big play. I think it really broke the game open for us.” 

 

On game control in the game plan: 

“I just wanted us to go out and play a good game of football. There’s going to be people out 

there thinking we were throwing the ball around trying to get extra touchdowns or glamour 

points. That’s not what it’s about. It disrespects the game a little I think if you do that. Our guys 

just came out and played a great game of football.” 

 



DEREK MASON QUOTES 
Nov. 22, 2014 
Vanderbilt vs. No. 4 Mississippi State 

 
Opening Statement: 

“Hats off to a really good Mississippi State football team. I thought they played hard and played 

physical and they showed why they are a top four team. We definitely had our fair share of 

mistakes and miscues. We didn’t do a good enough job for us. It started on defense and we just 

didn’t do a good enough job getting off the field. We didn’t set (the) edge. We had very little 

pressure on the quarterback whether it was a four-man rush or a five-man rush. It was a poor day 

tackling. They continued to extend plays and extend drives. Offensively, we had turnovers, 

miscues and missed opportunities. It was a poor game all the way around. I thought we executed 

poorly in all three phases. We just have to be better. I just talked to our team and told our team 

that’s not us. We practiced better than that and we have to play better when called on and that’s 

on me. I thought we were well-prepared, but we just didn’t finish the way we need to finish.” 

 

On what Vanderbilt struggled with: 

“I only go as far as where we were tonight. Tonight we played the number four team in the 

country and they just outplayed us. We didn’t tackle very well, we didn’t execute very well 

offensively, and we struggled at times to run the football.” 

 

On facing the loss: 

“We all need to own it. Right now, with these guys, we’re a family. Family doesn’t turn, run, or 

tuck tail. You talk to each other, you love on one another, and as you look to move forward, you 

look to the people who are really strong enough to build this thing on and you put it on their 

shoulders and you go.” 



Quotes: MSU Players 
 
Name: Ben Beckwith 
On…establishing offense after last week 
 
“We pretty much dominated all night up front. There were some pressures here and 
there from blitzes, but you expect that when they’re bringing six or seven guys. 
Going into halftime we dominated the game up front, and then after halftime we 
kind of came out a little sluggish, but we picked up well.  
 
On…how big of a win this is before facing Ole Miss next week  
 
“It’s huge. It’s a big momentum swing for us. We were kind of in a lull; I wouldn’t say 
we were playing bad, but we weren’t playing like we were. We had the loss last 
week and a tough game, but we played well in the second half and I think that 
carried over into today.” 
 
 
Name: Dak Prescott 
On…turning the page with the Alabama game, putting it behind you 
 
“That’s exactly what we wanted to do, come out and show how hungry we were 
after that loss. We just had to respond, and we did just that on offense and defense. 
It was a good, complete game from the whole team.” 
 
On…how important was it to play as a team going into the Egg Bowl 
 
“It was very important. We needed to come in and get some momentum, get going 
fast, get a scoring touchdown on the first drive and keep going all throughout the 
game. I think we got back to that team we were earlier in the year. “ 
 
 
Name: Christian Holmes 
On…the touchdown tonight compared to others, which is more important 
 
“This one tonight at home. I finally got that reaction I expected. The crowd just came 
alive.” 
 
On…running out of the tunnel, what was going through his mind 
 
“It has really been a ride, a roller coaster. I was really excited; I kind of wanted to 
cry, but I couldn’t do that, so I just smiled and ran out and got my son.” 
 



Vanderbilt Player Quotes 
 

Spencer Pulley 

 

Q: Did you see that type of game coming? 

No, not at all. I mean, I don’t think you could ever see that type of game coming. You 

prepare to go out and play the best game you can play, and we didn’t.  

 

Q: Is that the most angry you have seen Coach Mason since he’s been here? 

I mean, it’s frustrating to lose and it’s frustrating to lose games when you don’t do your 

best. It’s frustrating when you know you can play better in every aspect and we didn’t do 

that. It’s probably where most of the frustration comes from, but just a matter of not 

playing our best ball. 

 

Q: What does this do to the team’s psyche going into the Tennessee game in regard 

to momentum? 

I would say it just gives us motivation to work harder and to work better. Obviously you 

know when you lose it shows your flaws more clearly. You don’t go over anything. 

Going into this week, that’s what we are going to fix. We are going to work harder than 

the previous weeks and come out ready to play our best football.  

 

Q: Take the tough loss to Ole Miss early this year, and score-wise, this looks similar. 

When it is this late in the year, people think oh no, he’s lost the team. Has he lost 

you guys, your attention or your spirit? 

No, definitely not. We just didn’t come out and play the way we could play. There’s no 

loss of motivation. We love playing the game and we are fighting for getting better but 

we didn’t get it done tonight. We didn’t play as well as needed to, to get it done tonight.  

 

Q: Thinking about the older guys on this team. Is it anger you’re feeling? Are guys 

angry, depressed, what’s the feeling? 

No, not anger. It’s obviously frustrating. It’s frustrating when you can’t come together 

and play your best football. It’s not anger, it’s just frustration and we know what we can 

do and we haven’t been able to put it together and showcase it.  

 

Q: How does it feel getting to the end of the year and still having this same adversity 

at quarterback? 

We trust the guys that are back there. Johnny has made plays, and Johnny is a great guy 

he knows what he’s doing, he knows how to play the game and he loves doing it. I have 

all the faith in the world in Johnny and I have faith in anybody that steps in the game. 

You don’t practice with one guy all the time, you practice with everybody on the team 

even if they don’t ever see the field. We are ready to go with whoever is up and ready to 

go. 

 

 

 

 



Q: Have you ever seen this much bad luck at one position at quarterback? 

I mean, you can call it what you want I guess. You know things happen in the game of 

football. You prepare for the worst I guess and injuries happen. Things like that happen 

in the game of football and you have to be ready to respond. You can’t let things like that 

get you down.  

 

 

 

 

Davis Dudchock 

 

Q: Patton leaves the game injured from whatever that injury is, how do you feel 

seeing a guy come back from that so many times and then have to leave the game 

again going into next week? 

Patton has a lot of heart and he is always fighting to be on the field and contribute to help 

the guys so whoever is behind, we know that we have guys that are fighters and are going 

to scrap to the finish. 

 

Q: Coach said he should own this loss. Is that fair that he takes it or should you guys 

take it? 

I don’t believe it’s fair. The players are playing the game. We are the ones between the 

white lines running the plays. It’s on the players to execute the plays and get the job 

done. Doing a better job at being intentional about our job very detail oriented and having 

incredible attention to detail which we did not have.  

  

Q: How do you explain that it got out of hand that much? 

I think we just failed to execute. On offense we would string together a couple first 

downs here and there but didn’t sustain drives and when you can’t sustain drives the 

defense is on the field the entire time. We have to do our part on offense to sustain drives 

move the football and be very efficient with it and score points.  

 

 

Vince Taylor 

 

Q: Did you see this coming? 

We didn’t see this coming. We didn’t play as a team. We played a pretty good team. We 

are going to put our nose down and keep working to get at the other team in the state. 

 

Q: Coach is angry. How do you feel about that anger? 

He is more disappointed than angry. I mean, I am more disappointed than angry. There 

comes a point when you have to stop saying it and start doing it. 


