
• MSU recorded 197 yards of total offense, failing to surpass the 333-yard mark for the first time this season. 
• Mississippi State has averaged 433.0 yards a game this year, on pace to break the single-season record of 422.0 yards per 

contest set in 1982.
• The Bulldogs’ 4,330 total yards this year are good for sixth on the program’s single-season chart. The 2010 squad set the record 

with 5,217 yards of total offense.
• MSU’s 224 total first downs this year are good for sixth on the school record list. The 2010 team also owns that mark with 268 

firsts.
• In six home games, MSU has racked up 2,641 yards of total offense, an average of 440.2 per contest.
• The Bulldogs threw for 144 yards against the Crimson Tide. This season, MSU has averaged 239.0 aerial yards a game, within 

a yard of breaking the single-season record of 239.7 passing yards per game set in 1978.
• The 2013 club has totaled 2,390 passing yards, the eighth most in a year in program history. The 2012 team owns the record 

with 3,091 yards through the air.
• The 15 completions on the night raised the team’s total to 195, good for sixth on the MSU single-season record list. The 2012 

squad also owns that record with 249 completions.
• MSU rushed for just 53 yards, snapping an eight-game streak of 149 or more rushing yards. 
• The 53 ground yards were the fewest by Mississippi State since tallying 30 against Ole Miss in the final regular season game 

of 2012. 
• Mississippi State surrendered nine sacks against LSU, Bowling Green and Kentucky, but in the last three games versus South 

Carolina, Texas A&M and Alabama, the Bulldogs have yielded just four.
• Sophomore strong safety Kendrick Market forced an Alabama fumble in the third quarter. It was the first fumble forced by the 

Bulldogs since Dee Arrington jarred the ball loose against LSU on Oct. 5.
• Mississippi State held the top-ranked Crimson Tide to a season-low 20 points, their fewest in a game since six on Nov. 5, 2011, 

against LSU.
• The Bulldogs finished with a season-high four takeaways, giving the team seven in the last two games after not forcing a turn-

over against Kentucky or South Carolina.
• MSU’s four forced turnovers marked the fifth time this season with two or more takeaways. The team had nine such contests 

in 2012.
• The four forced turnovers were the most giveaways by the Crimson Tide since five against Kent State in the 2011 season opener.
• The four takeaways were the most by Mississippi State since tallying five against Arkansas on Nov. 17, 2012.
• Mississippi State has intercepted five passes in the last two weeks. Entering the Texas A&M contest, MSU had recorded five 

passes in the first eight contests.
• After Alabama’s four-for-12 performance on third down, Mississippi State has held its last seven opponents to 28-for-90 on third 

down (31.1 percent). 
• The Bulldogs forced two Crimson Tide three-and-outs. During the last three games, the MSU defense has forced 12 three-and-

outs. Alabama entered the contest with just 17 three-and-outs in nine games, an average of 1.9 per contest.
• Mississippi State has surrendered eight passing touchdowns in the last three games after allowing just three through the first 

seven games of the campaign.
• MSU tallied 7.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 59.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 5.9 TFL a game this season 

after a 4.9 TFL per contest mark in 2012. Alabama entered the game allowing 3.9 tackles for loss per contest.
• Mississippi State was credited with seven quarterback hurries. In the last five games, the Bulldogs have 25 quarterback hurries, 

an average of 5.0 per contest.
• The seven quarterback hurries were the second most in a game this season, behind only eight against Bowling Green on Oct. 

12.
• The crowd of 57,211 is the fourth largest in Davis Wade Stadium history. 
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Senior quarterback Tyler Russell’s 24 passing attempts in the game moved him ahead of Tommy Pharr (1967-69/648) and 
John Bond (1980-83/665) and into sixth on the program’s career attempts chart with 671. Tony Shell (1988-90) is fifth on the list 
with 715 attempts.

• Since returning from injury Oct. 5 versus LSU, Russell has completed 43-of-65 passes (66.2 percent).
• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins rushed for 25 yards, giving him 2,470 career ground yards and moving him into sixth 

on the Mississippi State career yardage list. Anthony Dixon (2006-09) owns the Bulldog record with 3,994 career rushing yards.
• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis caught four passes to increase his season total to 43, just four grabs shy of tying for 10th 

on the program’s single-season list. David Smith owns the MSU record with 74 receptions in 1970.
• Lewis returned one kickoff for 19 yards giving him 1,322 career kickoff return yards, good for fourth on the MSU all-time list. 

Derek Pegues (2005-08) owns the record with 2,498 kickoff return yards.
• Freshman wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson, who made his first career start, has caught 11 passes for 128 yards in the last 

three games after making seven grabs for 134 yards in the first seven games of the campaign.
• Senior right tackle Charles Siddoway fell on a fumble in the end zone in the third quarter. He is the first MSU offensive lineman 

to score a touchdown since senior Gabe Jackson recovered a fumble in the end zone against Auburn on Sept. 9, 2010. 
• Junior tight end Malcolm Johnson made a career-high six receptions for a personal-best 84 yards. In the last four games, he 

has registered eight catches for 107 yards after registering 10 catches for 112 yards during the first six games of the campaign.
• Johnson finished with two grabs for 20 or more yards. He entered the night with three such catches this season.
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith five-game streak of at least a half tackle for lost yardage was snapped, but he ended the 

contest with a personal-best three quarterback hurries, equaling his season total entering the contest.
• Sophomore linebacker Benardrick McKinney dropped Kenyan Drake for a one-yard loss in the first quarter, giving him at least 

a half tackle for lost yardage in five-straight games. 
• McKinney added his second fumble recovery of the season and third of his career in the fourth quarter, covering up a Drake 

loose ball. 
• Freshman defensive end Chris Jones tallied his second sack of the season in the first quarter, dropping AJ McCarron for a 

seven-yard loss. Jones’ other sack was against LSU, dropping Zach Mettenberger for a 10-yard loss.
• Sophomore strong safety Kendrick Market booked four tackles during the opening drive and finished the contest with a ca-

reer-high 10 stops. 
• Market also forced the first fumble of his career, taking the ball from T.J. Yeldon in the third quarter.
• Freshman linebacker Beniquez Brown recovered the first fumble of his career, scooping up a loose ball in the third quarter. He 

finished the contest with a personal-best six tackles.
• Sophomore cornerback Tavaeze Calhoun recorded the first and second interceptions of his career in the second and fourth 

quarters. Calhoun returned the second pick 53 yards. 
• Calhoun joins senior free safety Nickoe Whitley and junior cornerback Jamerson Love as Bulldogs with two interceptions in 

a contest this season. 
• Junior linebacker Matthew Wells set a season high with seven tackles. He has 13 stops in the last two games after having 10 

hits in the previous four games. 
• Sophomore kicker/punter Devon Bell dropped one punt inside the 20-yard line during the contest, giving him seven downed 

inside the 20-yard line in the last three games.
• Senior punter Baker Swedenburg drilled a season-long 53-yard punt in the first quarter. He finished the night with 207 punting 

yards to move ahead of Jeff Walker (1996-99/6,126) and into eighth on the program’s all-time punting yardage chart with 6,261 
yards.

• Midseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 49th game, which is tied for second among active FBS players, 
behind only Georgia’s Aaron Murray (50).



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“Obviously that was a tough loss for us right there. I thought our kids did some 
good things and I’ll give a lot of credit to Alabama, because they showed why 
they are the No. 1 team in the country. Their kids made plays in critical 
moments.  
 
“We made a lot of plays tonight and I think our kids played hard, but they 
[Alabama] made more plays in every single phase of the game. I think we had a 
couple of dropped passes and they didn’t. They averaged 55 yards per punt and 
we didn’t. They had better punt returns and we had opportunities in punt 
return, but didn’t do it. They scored in the red zone and we didn’t. They got the 
ball before half and had that critical score, but we didn’t get the stop. Give 
them [Alabama] credit. They did the things that you do as the No. 1 team in the 
country. Obviously they have set the bar and that’s the bar we are looking to 
get to. We are going to relentlessly continue to pursue that.” 
 
On expectations coming into the game …  
“I’ll be perfectly honest with you, we expected to win the game. Maybe there is 
not a person sitting here and maybe there wasn’t a person sitting out in the 
stands who did.  
 
“I can guarantee you in that locker room there is not one person who didn’t 
expect to win the game coming in here tonight. We expected to stop them and 
we expected to score, but we didn’t do that. We didn’t stop them enough and 
we didn’t score enough.  
 
“We have to keep fighting, because we have a tough game against Arkansas 
next week and we have to find a way to bounce back and win that one and get 
ourselves to a bowl game.”  
 
On Damian Williams’ play late in the fourth quarter… 
“That was a great learning experience and a tough situation for that kid to step 
into. He stepped in and made a couple of good throws, but he still has a couple 
of things he has to learn.  
 
“On that fourth down he should have taken a shot the first time. On the next 
possession we had two drops. We make those catches and score and it’s a six-
point game with three minutes to go.”  

HEAD	  COACH	  DAN	  MULLEN	  QUOTES	  
Nov.	  16,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alabama	  



 

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 – Taveze Calhoun – So. – CB  
On the defense playing well and being able to take advantage of it … 
“We had a good game plan coming in. The coaches did a good job, and we just 
played with relentless effort the whole night.” 
 
On getting interceptions against one of the most efficient passers and 
how it influenced his confidence … 
“It was big for my confidence. But it still hurts to lose. We just have to get back 
to work. I would rather win than get two picks any day.” 
 
 
14 – Damian Williams – Fr. – QB 
On his first SEC action coming against Alabama … 
“I knew earlier in the week I was going to at least get a couple of snaps, but I 
credit the coaches for preparing me.” 
 
On playing against Troy and being prepared for this game … 
“It definitely helped prepare me for the game and get into the flow of college 
football. It’s totally different from high school.” 
 
 
96 – Chris Jones – Fr. – DT  
On putting more pressure on the quarterbacks … 
“I’m put in positions to make plays, so I’m trying to figure out all the plays. The 
more I learn, the better I get. I try to get better every game and learn my 
mistakes.” 
 
On playing the No. 1 team and playing with confidence ...  
“We always have confidence. Playing the No. 1 team is an opportunity most 
people don’t get. That’s a great opportunity to have, and we try to come seize 
the moment.” 
 
  

MISSISSIPPI	  STATE	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Nov.	  16,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alabama	  

	  



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
 “You know, it’s always good to win an SEC game, especially on the road. We 
typically struggle when we come over here and play. You have to give 
Mississippi State’s players and coaches a lot of credit. They had a really good 
plan. They played very physical.  
 
“We struggled to run the ball at times in the first half. We didn’t control the line 
of scrimmage like we would have liked. We turned the ball over four times. 
That’s not the kind of football that we need to play if we’re going to be able to 
be the kind of team we are capable of being.  
 
“The defense did a great job at the end of the game to make those stops after 
those turnovers in really tough field position. They were one score from really 
getting back into the game so you have to say a lot about the resiliency of the 
team in terms of hanging in there.  
 
“We won the game but we really didn’t beat the other team. That’s really not 
how we usually try and do it, but there’s a lot our players can learn from this 
in terms of how prepared they were, what their mental energy and intensity 
was going into the game so they could execute the way they needed to and how 
we prepared throughout the week.  
 
“I would much rather have a team that wants to see how far it can go in terms 
of what their commitment is and what their sight is in terms of what they could 
accomplish, but that takes a heck of a lot of process. It takes a lot of discipline. 
It takes a lot of character. We have to have those things if we want to separate 
from those other teams. That’s something we have to prove that we can do. I 
think there’s a lot to be learned by this.  
 
“We have to prepare our players better. That’s on us. That’s on me so however 
we played today is my responsibility. We didn’t get them prepared to play well. 
We didn’t get them mentally focused so they could play their best. I also think 
you have to give the other team a lot of credit because they played really well. 
We have a lot of respect for their players and coaches for the way they played 
today.”  
  

HEAD	  COACH	  NICK	  SABAN	  QUOTES	  
Nov.	  16,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alabama	  

	  



On taking the penalty on third down … 
“I just think fourth-and-one at the one that the advantages are with the 
offense. We go for it every time if it’s fourth-and-one at the one. I can’t 
remember the last time we’ve been stopped. A third-and-six play at the six is 
with the field shrunken. You have a lot better chance to be successful. We had 
some big stops down there, no doubt.”  
 
On defensive stops … 
“We were in control of the game. We had a big run. We had a guy wide open 
and threw the ball to the inside. It was not a good throw. We had a little 
pressure and made the quarterback reset his feet and throw the ball off 
balance. The guy picks it and they get great field possession.  
 
“I was really pleased by the way our defense got two stops after that 
interception and the fumble. It’s critical in the game. It’s a turning point in the 
game to get those stops. The defense showed a lot of character in those two 
circumstances.” 

	   	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 

61 – Anthony Steen – Sr. – OL 
On the game ... 
“It was the most physical game we played all season. It was a battle upfront. It 
was the most difficult game I have played so far this season.” 

On what made MSU effective ... 
“It’s hard to say. Some times they just made the right calls. They were lined up 
perfect for what we were running. It was more of who won the battle upfront.  

“It took us a while to warm up and we had our ups and downs but luckily we 
won the game.” 

 

22 – Christion Jones – Jr. – WR 
On the game ... 
“We still didn’t play Bama ball. We did in spurts but we didn’t consistently.” 

On the hangover from beating LSU last week ... 
“No. That’s not an excuse. Even if there was that’s not an excuse. I don’t think 
it was. We practiced like we usually practice during the week and nothing 
changed.  

“It was a tough game last week and this was a tough game, too. Even though 
you have a tough game, next week’s game is going to be tough. We still have to 
play no matter what happens so I don’t think that is an excuse for us.” 

On Cody Mandell’s punt ... 
“He did a great job and always does a great job. This year he has been very 
consistent with his punts. He put our defense in very good positions.” 

 

ALABAMA	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Nov.	  16,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alabama	  
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