
• MSU recorded 556 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 19th time in the last 22 games.
• The 556 yards of total offense are the most during a Southeastern Conference contest under head coach Dan Mullen.
• Mississippi State has averaged 459.2 yards a game this year, on pace to shatter the single-season record of 422.0 yards per 

contest, set in 1982.
• The Bulldogs threw for 257 yards against the Aggies. This season, MSU has averaged 249.6 aerial yards a game, easily on 

pace to break the single-season record of 239.7 passing yards per game set in 1978.
• Mississippi State threw four touchdown passes in the contest, tied for the most in a Southeastern Conference contest under 

Mullen. The Bulldogs also had four TD passes versus Arkansas on Nov. 17, 2012. 
• MSU gained 299 rushing yards, giving the team eight-straight games reaching 149 or more yards rushing, the longest such 

streak for the program since a 13-game stretch from Sept. 18, 2010-Sept. 10, 2011. 
• The 299 rushing yards for the Bulldogs are the fifth most in an SEC game under Mullen.
• Mississippi State rushed for 132 yards in the first half. The last time the Bulldogs had more rushing yards in an opening half of 

an SEC game was Nov. 26, 2011, with 182 versus Ole Miss.
• MSU tallied 21 points in the fourth quarter, the most in a final frame of any contest under Mullen. 
• The Bulldogs recorded a successful two-point conversion rushing for the first time since Omaar Conner scampered in against 

Tulane on Sept. 16, 2006.
• Mississippi State surrendered nine sacks against LSU, Bowling Green and Kentucky, but in the last two games versus South 

Carolina and Texas A&M, the Bulldogs have yielded just two.
• Mississippi State forced an Aggie interception in the opening quarter. It was the first turnover caused by the Bulldogs since 

causing a fumble and intercepting a pass versus LSU on Oct. 5.
• The interception occurred at the Mississippi State one-yard line and prevented a red zone score by the Aggies. It was just the 

second time this season an opponent had entered the red zone and not scored. 
• The Bulldogs finished with three interceptions, their most in a game since picking off three passes against Northwestern in the 

Gator Bowl on Jan. 1, 2013. 
• After Texas A&M’s six-for-13 performance on third down, Mississippi State has held its last six opponents to 24-for-78 on third 

down (30.8 percent). 
• The Bulldogs forced three Aggie three-and-outs. During the last two games, the MSU defense has forced 10 three-and-outs.
• MSU tallied 5.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 52.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 5.8 TFL a game this season 

after a 4.9 TFL per contest mark in 2012.
• The Bulldogs held Texas A&M to 91 yards rushing, the third time MSU has kept an opponent to fewer than 100 yards rushing 

this year (Troy/47; Alcorn State/28). 
• Mississippi State is now 15-3 under Mullen when holding a foe to fewer than 100 ground yards and the defeat snapped a 12-

game winning streak in such contests.
• Mississippi State was credited with two quarterback hurries. In the last four games, the Bulldogs have 18 quarterback hurries, 

an average of 4.5 per contest.
• MSU recorded a season-high tying three sacks. It was the Bulldogs’ first multiple-sack game since dropping LSU quarterbacks 

three times on Oct. 5, 2013.
• The Bulldogs broke up one pass during the contest and have recorded 18 in the last four games, an average of 4.5 per contest. 
• MSU allowed 50 or more points for the second time this season, a first for the program since 2003, when it gave up 59 points 

to Tennessee and 52 to Arkansas. 
• The Aggies’ 16 first-quarter points were the most surrendered in the opening frame under Mullen. 
• Mississippi State had a punt blocked for the first time since Oct. 24, 2009, when Devon Bell’s punt was blocked out of the end 

zone for a safety in the first quarter. 
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• After a nine-for-20 (45.0 percent) passing performance against LSU (Oct. 5), sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott has turned 
it around the last four games, completing 72-of-114 throws (63.2 percent) against Bowling Green, Kentucky, South Carolina and 
Texas A&M.

• Prescott’s two touchdown passes gave him 19 TDs accounted for this season, tied with Vick Ballard (2010/19 rushing) for the 
fourth most on the Bulldog single-season record list. Senior quarterback Tyler Russell set the MSU mark with 26 TDs respon-
sible for in 2012.

• Prescott has accounted for 2,164 yards of total offense this season, good for eighth place on the MSU single-season record list. 
Russell set the mark in 2012 with 2,892 yards of total offense.

• Prescott rushed for a career-high 154 yards, giving him 722 ground yards this season. The MSU single-year record for rushing 
yards by a quarterback is 740 by Don Smith in 1986.

• With Prescott’s 154 rushing yards, he became the 22nd player in program history to have four or more games of 100 or more 
rushing yards in a career. Among MSU quarterbacks, Prescott trails only Don Smith (1983-86/nine) and John Bond (1980-83/
five) in career contests rushing for 100 or more yards.

• Prescott’s 154 yards rushing are the most by a Bulldog since senior running back LaDarius Perkins’ 179 ground yards at Troy 
on Sept. 15, 2012. The 154 yards are also the third most in an SEC game by a Bulldog under head coach Dan Mullen.

• Russell’s fourth-quarter touchdown pass gave him 43 TDs accounted for in his career, breaking a tie with John Bond (1980-
83/42) for sole possession of third on the program’s all-time list. Don Smith (1983-86) is the MSU career leader with 52 touch-
downs accounted for.

• Perkins caught his first touchdown pass of the season in the third quarter. Perkins finished with two catches to tie his single-year 
career best of 19, set in 2012. 

• Perkins added a one-yard touchdown rush in the fourth quarter, giving him his first multiple-TD game since catching two touch-
down passes against Arkansas on Nov. 17, 2012. It was Perkins’ first rushing score against an SEC foe this season. 

• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis was held to just two receptions, tied for his fewest this season, but he threw his third touch-
down pass of the campaign with a 31-yard strike in the fourth quarter. 

• Junior wide receiver Robert Johnson has caught 14 passes for 113 yards in the last three games after having six receptions 
for 50 yards in the previous three contests.

• Sophomore wide receiver Joe Morrow caught his first career touchdown pass, hauling in a 31-yard toss from Lewis in the 
fourth quarter.

• Freshman wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson has caught 10 passes in the last two games after making seven grabs in the first 
seven games of the campaign.

• Wilson finished the contest with a personal-best seven receptions and hauled in his second and third career touchdown passes.
• Redshirt freshman wide receiver Fred Brown registered a personal-best three receptions for a career-high 47 yards.
• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson rushed for a 51-yard touchdown in the first quarter. It was the longest scoring scam-

per of his career. The 51-yard burst was also the sixth-longest rush during an SEC game under Mullen.
• Robinson had 80 rushing yards in four SEC games prior to the 73-yard outburst today. He has averaged 6.9 yards a carry in 

the last six games (30 carries for 207 yards).
• Robinson also finished with a career-high 35 receiving yards. 
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith finished with 0.5 tackles for lost yardage, giving him at least a half TFL in each of his last 

five games, and 6.5 total during the span.
• Junior cornerback Jamerson Love intercepted a personal-best two passes in the contest. He joined senior free safety Nickoe 

Whitley as the only Bulldogs this season with two picks in a contest. Love entered the contest with two career interceptions. 
• Whitley intercepted a pass for the 14th pick of his career, tied for the most among active FBS players. 
• Junior defensive tackle P.J. Jones recorded his first career sack, dropping Johnny Manziel for a 12-yard loss in the third quarter.
• Sophomore linebacker Benardrick McKinney was credited with a personal-best 1.5 sacks, giving him a quarterback drop in the 

last two games. McKinney has booked at least a half tackle for lost yardage in four-straight games. 
• Sophomore kicker/punter Devon Bell dropped two punts inside the 20-yard line during the contest, giving him six downed inside 

the 20-yard line in the last two games.
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 48th-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (49).
• Redshirt freshman linebacker Beniquez Brown made his first career start, in place of injured senior linebacker Deontae Skinner.
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HEAD COACH DAN MULLEN 
"Give A&M a lot of credit. They have some big time playmakers. A lot of people coming into this game 
wouldn't think that Mississippi State would have more yards, but they had more points. A&M does a 
great job of improvising. They get a lot of yards outside of the framework of their offense, and they did 
that tonight. Giving up points right before halftime was a huge momentum killer. It has probably cost us 
a couple games this year. I am proud of the way our kids fought. There is nothing good about losing a 
game, but I am proiud of the way our kids battled for four quarters. We are going to continue to battle, 
continue to fight, and continue to believe. We are going to need that down the stretch." 

On Johnny Manziel... 
"Manziel is so hard to defend. A lot of times we stopped their offense, but we couldn't stop him. All of a 
sudden, we would stop the offense and there he goes. He starts running from sideline to sideline, 
twisting around, juking one way, juking another way, and then all of sudden the ball gets launched 30 
yards downfield. I'll be honest, there is no way to draw up a defense to defend that." 

 

FRESHMAN WR DE'RUNNYA WILSON 
"Coach has been telling us all year to have accountability and trust. The team trusted in me, and I trust 
the team. Coach told us that big time players make big time plays, and I knew that we needed to go out 
there and make big plays. Every day I learn something new. I try to do the little things, and the little 
things take care of the big things." 

 

JUNIOR LB MATT WELLS 
"A&M has a good team and Manziel is a good player. He can make big things happen with his feet by 
making the plays longer. We are going to have to find a way to close games. This takes a little bit out of 
us, but we just have to keep fighting which we did tonight." 
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HEAD COACH KEVIN SUMLIN 
On the atmosphere in the last game prior to the Redevelopment of Kyle Field… 
“How about that? How about the fireworks? That’s a pretty good touch. Seen lot of things change here 
in the past couple of years. That was a nice touch at the end. I said on the radio show after the game, 
our players are extremely appreciative of our fans, former students, current students, the 12th Man. A 
great setting tonight, and everybody was a part of history. A lot of photos, a lot of pictures taken, this 
place will never look the same, it’s a growth process, but for our guys to be a part of that, was a big deal 
and for our seniors it was a long-lasting memory, and it was really important to our team that our 
seniors left today with some good feelings and good memories that they can have for a lifetime.” 
 
On his class of seniors… 
“I really break them down into three groups. You’ve got the guys who have been here for 4-5 years, that 
have worked through and seen a lot of different things. Played in two separate conferences, have been 
in some pretty big games in their career, both good and bad. You have a group of walk-on guys, guys like 
Travis Labhart, guys who have toiled around here in obscurity but have hung on and been on the team. 
Travis, he’s earned a scholarship and now you see what happens with him. The third group is guys like 
Steven Jenkins and Derel Walker that group of guys, guys who are recent guys who were added as 
transfers or junior college transfers and it all blended into one group. There is one common thing about 
them, tonight was senior nights, and it’s always emotional, there is no doubt that there were different 
journeys, different paths to get here, to where they are now. They’re all going to leave here together 
and our job, as a team, was to make tonight a positive memory for them.” 
 
On Johnny Manziel’s emotions… 
“He was ready to play, just like a lot of people. Not really, he’s a pretty emotional guy all the time. 
Nothing surprises me before the game with him. I’d be more surprised if he wasn’t very emotional 
because that’s how he plays the game. I think you see in situations like tonight, particularly on senior 
night, it’s emotional for the guys who know this is their last home game, but also some guys who are 
younger really see and feel that emotion, like: “Wow, it’s really coming to an end for these guys, and 
we’re not going to be able to play and hang out.” I think that hits the younger players, the older you 
get—because when you are a freshman, you think this is going to go on forever, and time flies by and 
the closer you get to that stage, you start thinking about, ‘wow, that’s me,’ you see it in juniors, 
sophomores and the emotion really kind of snowballs from there.” 
 
On the play of Manziel and where the offense can improve… 
“I thought he made enough plays for us to win, made some big plays, really critical plays before the half, 
I’m sure there’s a couple of them I knew he really wanted to have back, trying to do too much a couple 
times, but he gave us a chance there. He had five touchdowns, for most people that’s pretty good. We 
got to do a better, job, we turned it over, we lost the turnover battle today, we did a terrible job in the 
penalty department, at critical times. We had two turnovers going in to score, which you’re giving away 
14 points or 10 or six at the least. Yeah, we’d like to have those back, and we got to continue to preach 
that and get better – certainly with our opponents that are coming up.” 
 



 
SOPHOMORE DL JULIEN OBIOHA 
On the defense’s performance… 
“We had our ups and downs, but we got the W so I think we did pretty well. We had a lot of bright spots 
in tonight’s performance, but we had a lot of bad spots, so we have to work on those bad spots. We had 
a lot of three-and-outs, a lot of stops, so we just have to keep up all those stops. 
 
On facing the read option with Dak Prescott at QB… 
“Dak is a great quarterback, I think he’s about 230-240 lbs. so he’s really hard to bring down. He sheds 
tackles almost Tim Tebow-like. He is the first quarterback like that that we’ve faced all year. We face a 
lot of mobile quarterbacks, but none that are his size. He’s a good quarterback and he did his thing 
today, but luckily we stopped him enough times to get the W today.” 
 
On the post-game emotions… 
“To sum it up in one word, it’s gratefulness. This team is grateful for being able to close out the 
traditional Kyle field with a win today.” 
 
 
SOPHOMORE QB JOHNNY MANZIEL 
On the game today… 
“It was awesome. Great atmosphere for our last home game of the year. It was the last home game for 
all the seniors who I’ve developed such a close bond with. They’re all nothing but stand up guys from 
Jake Matthews all the way to Toney Hurd. It was an emotional day, but fun. Sawing them off with the 
crowd today was awesome.” 
 
On whether he thought about the possibility of this being his last home game ever… 
“Not one bit. I’m just focusing on getting us to a BCS berth in the best bowl game we can get to. That’s 
my only focus right now.” 
 
On the “One more year” chant… 
“It was a cool deal for not only me, but Mike, Cedric, Deshazor, guys who are going to go on to play at 
another level hopefully, so it’s awesome. Kyle Field is a special place. Nothing will be the same about 
Kyle field after today, and to leave that mark like we did today and to go out that way couldn’t have 
been any better. It was really emotional and really awesome, and it really speaks volumes to how 
awesome this student body is and this fan base and how special everything about Texas A&M is. It’s a 
really special place and I love it here.” 
 
On his legacy of records… 
“I know that we have two more games left in the season to push those records and get more wins, 
which is more important than anything else. I’d rather have a great team record and a 10-2 season going 
into a great bowl game. All personal records aside whether it’s for me, Mike. The defense, whatever it is, 
we just have to continue to push forward. We have two great tests left, playing against two really great 
teams, so we have to try and go out and scratch and claw and win those games to stay perfect on the 
road.” 
 
On Travis Labhart… 
“He’s one of my favorite people on the team, really just a solid, stand-up guy. I’ve been lobbying for him 
since I became a starter to try and get him on the field because I thought he was a special talent, and so 



far he’s proven that this year. He goes out there every week and makes the most of every opportunity 
he gets. There’s really no other way to put than just going out and balling every week.” 
 
 
SENIOR RB BEN MALENA 
On Senior Day experience… 
“From the beginning of the day I was just excited to get out there and see the fans, the 12th Man one last 
time. At the end of the game, it was bittersweet. The most important thing is that we got out of there 
with a ‘W’ and that we have two more games coming up.” 
 
On playing with Johnny Manziel … 
“You some take it for granted playing with the best player in the nation. Today, he really made that play. 
He broke the defensive lineman’s ankles and threw the ball to Derel Walker. That’s not something that 
you can practice in quarterback drills. His awareness, his elusiveness and his determination to win are 
remarkable. There are just some things that you can‘t coach. Most importantly, he’s the defending 
Heisman trophy winner. Not many people can say that they’ve played with a Heisman trophy winner.”  
 
On career progression and relationship with student body… 
“That’s an experience that is once in a lifetime, especially at the college level.  Starting off my career the 
way that I did and rising to where I am is amazing. Being voted as team captain is one of the best things 
that I have experienced at Texas A&M. The 12th Man is the best student body in the country, hands 
down, and I am going to miss them.” 
 
 
JUNIOR WR  MALCOME KENNEDY 
On feel of the game… 
“There was a lot of energy from the start. When we came out and heard how loud the 12th Man was, we 
just knew it was going to be a great game because of the energy that they bring to the team. Most 
people can’t say that their home crowd is like that. Just coming out and feeling them and knowing it was 
the last game on Kyle Field before the renovation just pushed us.” 
 
On Mississippi State’s size… 
“When coaches tell us stuff like that, we as players blow it out of proportion and we have this 
imagination that makes them way bigger. Everybody is a football player out there, and Alabama was 
pretty much the same size. Of course when size is compared to speed, one of them is going to win, and 
tonight it was speed.” 
 
On touchdown … 
“It was initially a ten-yard dig across the middle. Normally when I get past the first defender I look back 
at Johnny and he either looks ready to trigger and throw or like he is going to scramble. He just jumped 
out of there like he normally does and escaped his defender and I just got to a nice spot that he could hit 
me safely without an interception and I decided to make a play out of it.” 
 
On turnovers… 
“It was just making mistakes, especially penalties. Penalties put us in a situation where we have to call 
things that are out of the norm. It’s harder to deal with those kinds of calls and plays. We fumbled and 
messed up on our own. It’s just something that we deal with and manage and thankfully tonight it didn’t 
cost us the game.” 



 
On potential Johnny Manziel’s and Mike Evans’ last game  
“We’ve created so many memories. It’s so much bigger than just those two. The coaching staff came in 
and we embraced them and they set us on this road. Having those guys out there it was fun watching 
them, everybody would love to see them back here again but you’ve got to make some decisions in life 
and it was fun playing with them.” 
 
 
 
SENIOR WR TRAVIS LABHART 
On last home game as senior… 
“It was something I’ll remember forever. A lot of family was down for the game. All week I was trying to 
have my best week of practice and really stay focused. As soon as we got on the bus from the hotel I just 
really started thinking about the ride over there because we take it for granted. The spirit walk was just 
outstanding. The whole process of game day was great but when you get out there on the field you 
want to perform at your best and luckily I was able to do that today.” 
 
On this season… 
“You always want to be involved. You always want to be a guy and not just somebody who sit there on 
the side. That is something that I really tried to work on during off-season. I did a lot of work, there are 
so many things you train for and work for. I started out this year as a backup for Mike, so I knew I wasn’t 
going to get much playing time there. You just keep plucking away and hope for your opportunity, and 
luckily I was able to get that. It’s just been a blessing going out every night and playing your hardest 
regardless of the score sometimes. Knowing that you did your best to help your team is humbling.” 
 
On Johnny Manziel… 
“He is such a great guy and great leader. I’m going to miss the heck out of him because this is my last 
year. It was just a great environment. Those fans are second to none. I laugh every time I hear them 
yelling because they are crazy- good crazy. There is nobody else in the college world that is as good as 
they are so it was a cool experience.”  
 
On playing with Johnny Manziel… 
“I absolutely love it because it creates opportunities for me. I’m not the fastest guy but I can be shifty 
and hard to follow. It is fun; it’s a great offense. We still have not put a complete game together. Johnny 
is just a great quarterback, obviously one of the best. I’m lucky to be able to have him as a quarterback 
because a lot of people don’t have an opportunity to catch passes from a guy like him.” 
 
 
 
SENIOR DB TONEY HURD JR. 
On last game… 
“It was great. From the beginning of the day I had so many emotions.  It actually didn’t hit me until I 
came out and they announced my name. It’s a great moment to be able to play in front of that crowd.”  
 
On Mississippi State players… 
“On offense they had a lot of great skill-position guys. They came ready to fight and they weren’t going 
to give up until the clock it zero. They fought hard but at the end of the day we came out with a ‘W’ and 
that was big for the senior and our team moving forward throughout the season.” 



 
On defensive progress… 
I’ve seen a lot of progression from the younger guys, learning the defense and understanding what 
Coach Snyder is trying to do with his schemes. Guys like Donnie Baggs have stepped up for us. A lot of 
linebackers have stepped up for making big plays, us allowing us to go base and nickel and even penny 
sometimes. It’s just a great situation for us to come at the end of the year.” 
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