
• Despite the loss, Mississippi State is 4-4 and .500 or better through eight games in four-straight years, a first for the program 
since 1997-2000, and only the third time since 1950 (1950-55).

• MSU’s two rushing touchdowns against South Carolina increased its season total to 20. During the entire 2012 season, the 
Bulldogs rushed for 18 TDs. Mississippi State has not surpassed 20 rushing TDs in a year since totaling 28 in 2010.

• MSU recorded 385 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 18th time in the last 21 games.
• The Bulldogs have recorded 3,244 yards of total offense in the last seven games, an average of 463.4 yards per contest.
• For the year, MSU has averaged 447.1 yards a game, on pace to shatter the single-season record of 422.0 yards per contest, 

set in 1982. 
• After converting eight-of-22 third downs (36.4 percent) against Bowling Green and LSU, the Bulldogs have gone 16-for-31 (51.6 

percent) on third downs in the last two games, versus Kentucky and South Carolina.
• Mississippi State forced a season-high seven South Carolina three-and-outs. The Gamecocks entered the game with 15 three-

and-outs during the campaign’s first eight contests. 
• Mississippi State committed its second and third fumbles of the season in the third and fourth quarters. The Bulldogs entered the 

game tied with Virginia Tech and Florida State for first among all FBS schools in fewest fumbles lost with just one.
• Mississippi State committed its seventh, eighth, ninth, 10th and 11th turnovers of the season in the contest with a first and sec-

ond-quarter interceptions, third-quarter fumble, third-quarter interception and fourth-quarter fumble. The Bulldogs entered the 
game tied for second among all FBS programs with six turnovers committed this season, one behind national leader Bowling 
Green. 

• The five turnovers in the contest were the most by the Bulldogs since five against LSU on Sept. 15, 2011.
• South Carolina scored 20 points off MSU’s three turnovers. Entering the contest, the Bulldogs had allowed three points off turn-

overs this season. 
• The Bulldogs threw three interceptions in the contest after entering the game tied for 23rd among FBS programs in fewest picks 

tossed with five. 
• After South Carolina’s one-for-11 performance on third down, Mississippi State has held its last five opponents to 18-for-65 on 

third down (27.7 percent). 
• MSU tallied 4.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 47.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 5.9 TFL a game this season 

after a 4.9 TFL per contest mark in 2012.
• MSU yielded four passing touchdowns for the first time since the Egg Bowl and Ole Miss’ five TD passes on Nov. 24, 2012. 
• Mississippi State was credited with five quarterback hurries. In the last three games, the Bulldogs have 16 quarterback hurries, 

an average of 5.3 per contest.
• South Carolina threw for only 147 yards. During the last two league contests, MSU has allowed 312 aerial yards after surren-

dering 679 passing yards in the first two SEC tilts.
• The Bulldogs limited the Gamecocks to 12 first downs. MSU entered the game ranked 14th among all FBS programs in first 

downs allowed with 129, an average of 18.4 per game.
• After committing 17 penalties for 153 yards in the previous two games against Bowling Green and Kentucky, the Bulldogs were 

flagged six times for 25 yards versus South Carolina.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott threw for 235 yards to give him the fourth game of his career surpassing 200 or more 
aerial yards. He became the 14th player in program history with four career games of 200 or more passing yards. 

• Prescott’s 43 pass attempts in the game are the most by an MSU quarterback during a Southeastern Conference contest under 
head coach Dan Mullen. Prescott’s 28 completions are most under Mullen in an SEC game, two more than senior quarterback 
Tyler Russell’s 26 at LSU on Nov. 10, 2012. 

• After a nine-for-20 (45.0 percent) passing performance against LSU (Oct. 5), Prescott has turned it around the last three 
games, completing 58-of-88 throws (65.9 percent) against Bowling Green, Kentucky and South Carolina.

• Prescott rushed for 78 yards, giving him 568 this season. The MSU single-year record for rushing yards by a quarterback is 
740 by Don Smith in 1986.

• Prescott rushed for two touchdowns, giving him 10 this season, one shy of entering the MSU single-season top-10 chart. Tom 
McWilliams (1944/11) is 10th on the list while Vick Ballard (2010/19) is first. 

• Prescott’s two touchdowns gave him 17 accounted for this season, the sixth most on the Bulldog single-season record list. 
Russell set the MSU record with 26 TDs responsible for in 2012.

• In Southeastern Conference games, Prescott has rushed for 347 yards (86.8 yards/game) and four touchdowns.
• Prescott has accounted for 1,961 yards of total offense this season, just 60 yards shy of Matt Wyatt’s 2,021 yards in 1997 for 

10th place on the MSU single-season record list.
• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins finished with 69 all-purpose yards to raise his career total to 4,000 yards, moving him 

ahead of Tony James (1989-92/3,973) and into third place on the program’s all-time list. Current San Francisco 49ers running 
back Anthony Dixon (2006-09) holds the career record with 4,443 all-purpose yards.

• Perkins caught three passes and has 11 grabs in the last three games and 17 this season, two shy of his single-year high.
• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis has caught 30 passes for 436 yards (14.5 yards/reception), in the last six games. 
• Junior wide receiver Robert Johnson has caught 10 passes for 84 yards in the last two games after having six receptions for 

50 yards in the previous three contests.
• Freshman wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson finished with a personal-best three receptions. He has five catches for 120 yards 

and a touchdown in four Southeastern Conference games.
• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson has averaged 5.9 yards a carry in the last five games (24 carries for 134 yards).
• Robinson also caught a personal-best three passes for 34 yards during the contest.
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith finished with 1.0 tackle for lost yardage, giving him at least a half TFL in each of his last 

four games, and 6.0 total during the span.
• Overall in Smith’s last three games, he has booked 19 tackles.
• Sophomore linebacker Benardrick McKinney recorded his first sack of the season, dropping Connor Shaw for a 13-yard loss 

in the first quarter. It was McKinney’s second career sack. 
• Senior defensive end Denico Autry made a half TFL, giving him three-straight games with at least a half TFL. He has also 

booked four quarterback hurries in the last four games. 
• Freshman defensive end Chris Jones recorded two quarterback hurries, giving him six in the last five contests.
• Sophomore kicker/punter Devon Bell boomed a 62-yard punt in the second quarter. The blast was the longest of Bell’s career 

and the longest by a Mississippi State punter this year. 
• The 62-yard punt for Bell is the longest by an MSU player since Heath Hutchins’ 63-yarder against Kentucky on Oct. 30, 2010.
• Bell dropped four punts inside the 20-yard line during the contest. Entering the game, MSU had four total punts downed inside 

the 20-yard line in the first seven games. 
• The four punts inside the 20-yard line are the most for MSU in a game since four at Memphis on Sept. 1, 2011
• Freshman Evan Sobiesk with a career-long 38-yard field goal. He’s made the only two field goals of his career (24 yards against 

Troy on Sept. 21). 
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 47th-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (48).
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• South Carolina Notes • 
GENERAL 
No. 14/16 South Carolina’s 34-16 victory over Mississippi State is the seventh-straight Gamecock win in the series. The last setback 
came in 1999 in a 17-0 defeat in Starkville, Miss. South Carolina head coach Steve Spurrier is now 8-2 all-time against the Bulldogs.  
 
Today’s result extends the Gamecocks’ home winning streak to 15, tying the school record set from 1978-80. The win is also the 38th 
in a four-year period, which matches the school record set by last year’s senior class.  
 
Senior quarterback Connor Shaw now has 23 career wins as starting quarterback for the Gamecocks, including a 14-0 mark at home. 
Only Todd Ellis (24) has more in school history. Shaw is 23-5 as a starter for the Garnet & Black.  
 
OFFENSE 
With a seven-yard run in the third quarter, sophomore tailback Mike Davis hit the 1,000-yard threshold for the season. He is just the 
eighth player in school history to eclipse the milestone. There have been 10 seasons in South Carolina history with a 1,000-yard 
rusher, as George Rogers did it three times in his career.  
 
Davis finished the day with 128 yards. It is his seventh 100-yard game of the year, which is third all-time at South Carolina.  In 
addition, Davis has surpassed 115 all-purpose yards in each game of the season. 
 
Shaw matched a career-high with four touchdown passes in today’s contest. The performance moves him into second place all-time at 
South Carolina in passing touchdowns with 50. Only Steve Taneyhill (62) is ahead of him.  
 
With a pair of first-quarter touchdowns, sophomore wide receiver Shaq Roland posted the first multi-touchdown game of his career. 
Roland entered the game with just two career scores.  
 
Junior wide receiver Damiere Byrd has now scored a touchdown in four games this season and seven games in his career.  
 
With his 24-yard reception, sophomore tailback Shon Carson set a new career-high in receiving yards. 
 
Four of the Gamecocks’ six scoring drives were under two minutes.  
 
DEFENSE 
Freshman linebacker Skai Moore earned his first-career start and posted his first-career interception in the first quarter 
 
Freshman linebacker T.J. Holloman’s second-quarter interception is the second of his career after corralling one at UCF earlier this 
season 
 
Senior defensive end Chaz Sutton forced a fumble for the third time in his career. His last forced fumble came against Kentucky last 
season.  
 
Freshman safety Chaz Elder captured his first-career interception in the third quarter.  
 



Junior corner back Victor Hampton set a new career-high with three pass breakups.  
 
The five turnovers South Carolina collected are the most since getting four at UCF earlier this year. The Gamecocks’ three 
interceptions ties a season high, also set at UCF.  
 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
Freshman Elliott Fry hit a career-long 44-yard field goal, besting his previous top mark of 41 yards against Kentucky earlier this 
season. He added a second field goal, this time a 36-yarder, in the third quarter for the 34-10 lead.  
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• Mississippi State Head Coach Dan Mullen • 
Opening Statement… 
Obviously, it’s a very disappointing day when we get 11 more first downs than them. We had a lot better pass completion, more yards, 
and more plays. The difference was we turned the ball over five times, and your percentage of winning, after doing that on the road in 
the SEC is very low. Besides that, we did a lot of good things. We did a great job on third down against one of the best defenses in the 
league. Our defense came out and played very well, but we had a couple of critical breakdowns and were put in some tough situations. 
We did a lot of things to win, but give South Carolina credit. They didn’t make mistakes, and they made the plays; and we made 
mistakes and didn’t make enough plays. 
 
On the turnover to start the second half… 
It was huge. It was a 17-10 game, we’ve got good field position and we feel good about ourselves. We have the opportunity to take the 
ball down and tie the game up. They made a mistake on the kick-off, but we came back and made another mistake and gave them the 
ball. Turnovers were the story of the game. 
 
On South Carolina’s program and the atmosphere during today’s game… 
You look at what they’ve done and what Coach Spurrier has been able to do here. It’s an early kick-off and it’s a sold-out stadium, not 
an empty seat in the house all the way through the fourth quarter. Their fans are making noise and cheering their team on. They’ve 
established and built a program here, and it’s something that we’re trying to catch up to. It takes everyone to be involved to build a 
program, and they’ve got everybody involved. We need to have the same atmosphere as they do right here, week in and week out, for 
all four quarters and create a hostile environment. It forces other teams into making mistakes, and that’s how you win at home and 
become a contender in the SEC. 
 
On team’s preparation for the game and how turnovers changed the game… 
I thought we had a great week of practice and had great preparation. It’s an early kick-off, and sometimes you’re worried as a coach if 
you’re going to have get your team up and going. We had a 7 a.m. wake-up time, but our guys were ready to go. You look at the 
game, and we did some really good things. I think if you flip the turnover ratio and they have five turnovers and we have zero, we 
could’ve won this game.  
 
 
• Mississippi State Players • 
Dak Prescott • Quarterback • Sophomore 
On identifying what went wrong today and how to fix it… 
Everybody doing their job.  Everyone making the block, everybody doing the right route, being big on a catch, 
just the little things we have to fix and it starts with me.  We are going to get that right. 
 
On how momentum shifted from Mississippi State early in the game to South Carolina… 
We went down there and scored and that’s how the game should have went the whole game.  We didn’t 
execute.  The first drive should have been like the rest of the game.  
 



On how he feels after taking numerous hits… 
The loss hurts more than all of it but I’m all right. 
 
 
Benardrick McKinney • Linebacker • Sophomore 
On offense turnovers putting the defense with their back against the walls… 
To be a great defense, no matter what situation you are in, you have to make big plays and stop them even if the 
offense turns it over and they are on the 1-yard line.  Defense has got to make a big play to get the offense back 
on the field. 
 
On Coach Mullen saying it was the coaches’ fault the sack being followed up by a long South Carolina play… 
I never blame anything on anybody.  I feel like that the defense should have made the plays even if the coaches 
put us in a bad position.   
 
 
Cedric Jiles • Cornerback • Redshirt Freshman 
On if he is frustrated seeing players break through the coverage… 
It isn’t frustrating really.  It’s more ‘let me get my stuff together and don’t get beat.’ 
 
On quick turnarounds due to the offense turnovers… 
You have got to be ready to play and stop the offense every down and make the changes.  You’ve got to make a 
play and get the offense back on the field. 
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• South Carolina Head Coach Steve Spurrier • 
Opening Statement  
It was a very good win for our team. To get 15 in a row at home, maybe the best in the country, well Michigan but I think they play 
Ohio State there this year. It was a good win. Obviously our offense sputtered, it wasn’t a really good day for our offense. I think we 
need to go back and get a little more physical in practice. It seemed like we were a little too soft and we didn’t do too much. 
Fortunately our defense was there and got some turnovers and we were able to capitalize and score some touchdowns and only have to 
kick a couple of field goals. Really good play by Elliott Fry, he made both of his [field goals]. Our punter, Tyler Hull, he caught them 
and got them out. I think we played with zero turnovers, that’s one thing our offense did well was take care of the ball. We couldn’t 
run it very well and we couldn’t throw it very well at times. We hit a few touchdown passes fortunately but third downs we were 
pretty sorry and overall we were very sorry. Mississippi State had a good plan and they got the best of our offense today but it is a 
team sport. Our special teams played well and our defense played very well and got all of those turnovers that sort of set up. We only 
had 54 plays and 300 yards and they stopped us. Give those guys credit, they were a little bit better than us in that area but still we 
won the game and sometimes you need to win that way. We’re a pretty good team and it was neat to see our defense rise up and do 
some very good playing here today.  
 
On how big the turnovers were  
I think we scored on all of them, usually touchdowns but we did have a couple field goals that we had to kick. They were very crucial. 
We did have one good drive in the third quarter about 85 yards when Mike [Davis] had his one long run. I think Mike went over 1,000 
yards today with that long run. Pharaoh [Cooper] had a few runs in there. Turnovers were crucial and Mike Davis did have another 
excellent game. We gave President Pastides a game ball. He’s been here for all 15 of those wins at home and he’s one of the best 
presidents in the nation and we’re lucky to have him here. It was neat to have him in the locker room to give him a game ball.  
 
On making one of 11 third downs  
One of 11 and punted eight times but we played with no turnovers, that’s one thing we did do. We did hit some touchdowns passes. 
We were pretty poor in those area, we didn’t run it well and we didn’t do the third downs well but red zone scoring we were 4-for-4. I 
guess two field goals two touchdowns. We didn’t squander the opportunities, which is about the only really good thing you can say. 
Shaq Roland had an excellent game, I think those were the only two catches he had and we couldn’t get the ball to Bruce Ellington 
today. You wonder why one week you can throw him 10 and the next you can’t even throw it at him but that’s the way it was sort of 
happening today. They [Mississippi State] just had a good plan. They didn’t play a whole lot different than they have been but they 
had a good scheme, they out played us and out coached us as well.  
 
On how Connor Shaw played having the illness earlier in the week 
He played ok. He wasn’t as sharp as some of his games this year but he felt fine. We had some bad plays too, I kept thinking at home 
maybe we’d be able to audible. Give Mississippi State credit for disguising, as soon as he [Connor Shaw] picked his foot up they 
would change their defense against the play we had. We hit one little screen pass. Maybe it was a game they just had a lot of good 
calls on and maybe we didn’t because we looked pretty poor a lot today especially on third downs.  
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Lorenzo Ward • Defensive Coordinator 
On Victor Hampton’s play… 
I thought Vic played well.  Vic has played well the past couple games.  We put him in some situations where he knows he is one-on-
one with some help.  I think his film study is better, and I think he knows what types of routes he is typically going to get in a game. 
 
On Mississippi State’s turnovers 
We didn’t have a lot of turnovers this season.  I think as you get better on defense and guys understand what they are doing, we play 
faster and when you play faster you can be more physical.  
 
On the slow starts… 
We addressed it the last couple weeks, so it’s been a focus for us.  I don’t know if it’s because we have a lot of young players and they 
are over emotional, and [when] they settle down we’re better.  We have to come out and settle down and not try to do too much too 
early. 
 
 
• South Carolina Player Quotes • 
 
Connor Shaw • QB • Senior 
On the offensive line’s performance… 
I think our offensive line has played well throughout the season.  I didn’t have my best game today. We were 1-for-11 on third down 
conversions. The only way you win with that is if the defense has five turnovers. But, I thought our offensive line played solid today. 
 
On his four touchdown passes… 
It was good to have four touchdowns on the day.  I think we were 4-for-4 in the red zone. I just tried to distribute the ball to our 
players, and they made plays for us today. 
 
On playing at home… 
Our players love to play at home, there’s no place like it.  Our fan base is the best in the country, and I think we’ve proven that with 15 
wins at home. 
 
 
Shaq Roland • WR • Sophomore 
On his first of two touchdown catches… 
The first touchdown was a man coverage and it was an option route for me. I didn’t see anyone inside so I broke it off inside and made 
the catch.  It was a great pass. 
 
 
Jadeveon Clowney • DE • Junior  
On seeing the defense grow throughout the season… 
We all depend on each other. Everybody’s got an assignment out there to do, regardless of who makes plays or not. I’m not going to 
make a lot of plays, they might not make a lot of plays, but everybody around the ball gets to the ball and we just stick together.  
 



On what it means to win 15 straight at home… 
It’s big. We tied [the record], and in two weeks we are coming in here to break it. We’re looking forward to that, having the most wins 
in South Carolina history at home. We won’t let this streak end against Florida.  
 
On the improvements of the redshirt freshmen… 
I told the guys that we have a good group of freshmen that came in and it’s going to take some time for them to come around – and 
they are finally starting to come around. They’ve been playing, but they are getting their awareness and starting to figure the game out. 
It’s slowing down for them, and they just making plays for the team.  
 
 
Sharrod Golightly • Spur • Junior 
On this being the best defensive game this season… 
I think altogether, it might have been. We had forced a lot of turnovers, played together and we flew around – we had fun. 
 
On stepping up when the offense struggles… 
When we see the offense struggle, everybody struggles sometimes time. For the most part, we are just trying to look at it as a team 
aspect – if we just do our job, it will all come around.  
 
 
Skai Moore  • LB • Freshman 
On the defense’s five turnovers… 
It means a lot to us, because in practice we’ve been preaching that we need to make a lot of turnovers and make a lot of plays. So for 
us to come out there today and do that – it was a big thing. I think it contributed to the win a lot.  
 
On what he did to earn the starting position this week… 
I just lined up my assignments. I executed my assignments and lined up where I was supposed to be throughout the week. And I guess 
I impressed Coach [Kirk] Botkin enough to give me the start.  
 
On the adjustments made on defense after the first touchdown by Mississippi State… 
After they scored we all just came to the sideline and guys like Vic [Hampton] and Brison [Williams], they were really talking to us 
and just motivating us to let us know that that can’t happen again. We went out there and made those adjustments. It was more so like 
mentally than anything else, but Bryson and Vic, they made us go back out there and take care of business. 
 
 
Mike Davis • TB • Sophomore 
On reaching 1000 yards… 
Going over a thousand yards, it means a lot. I’m proud of myself, and I am glad I was able to be the eighth person (to do that). It’s a 
great feeling.  
 
On what he was more impressed by – his running or catch… 
I would say the catch. I probably twisted my body around like twice and came down on my shoulder hard, but I would say I’m more 
(impressed) with the catch.  
 
On being aware of being able to reach the 1,000-yards mark during the game… 
I was aware of it at the Missouri game! I just wanted to come in and work hard. I knew sooner or later it would come to me. 
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