
• Mississippi State improves to 4-3 and is above .500 through seven games in consecutive years, a first for the program since 
1999-2000.

• MSU captured its fifth-straight victory against the Wildcats, the longest streak for either team in the history of the series.
• The five-game winning streak versus Kentucky is the longest for MSU against a Southeastern Conference foe since taking five 

consecutive tilts from LSU from 1980-84.
• The Bulldogs have won four-straight contests versus Southeastern Conference East Division foes (2011/Kentucky, 2012/Ten-

nessee and Kentucky, 2013/Kentucky). It is tied for the program’s longest winning streak versus East Division foes since the 
divisional format was adopted for the 1992 season (2009/Kentucky, 2010/Georgia, Florida, Kentucky).

• With the victory, head coach Dan Mullen improves to 9-3 (.750 winning percentage) against SEC East teams.
• In five home games, Mississippi State has outscored the competition 147-58 in the first half, including an 84-27 advantage in 

the second quarter.
• MSU’s rushing touchdown against UK increased its season total to 18 in just seven games. During the entire 2012 season, the 

Bulldogs rushed for 18 TDs. Mississippi State has not surpassed 20 rushing TDs in a year since totaling 28 in 2010.
• Mississippi State averaged 5.7 yards per play, snapping a string of five-straight games when the Bulldogs netted 6.0 or more 

yards a play.
• MSU recorded 447 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 17th time in the last 20 games.
• The 447 yards of total offense are the eighth most in a league game under Mullen. The Bulldogs recorded 531 at Auburn on 

Sept. 10, 2011, to set the record. 
• The Bulldogs have recorded 2,859 yards of total offense in the last six games, an average of 476.5 yards per contest.
• For the year, MSU has averaged 456.0 yards a game, on pace to shatter the single-season record of 422.0 yards per contest, 

set in 1982. 
• The Bulldogs converted 10 third-down attempts, their most since 10 at Kentucky in 2012. 
• Mississippi State threw three touchdown passes, tied for the second most in an SEC contest under Mullen. The only game with 

more was four through the air on Nov. 17, 2012, against Arkansas.
• The Bulldogs completed 25 passes in the game, tied for the second most during an SEC game under Mullen. The only game 

with more was 27 at LSU on Nov. 10, 2012.
• MSU led 28-19 after three quarters and earned the victory. The program is 32-1 under Mullen when leading after three frames.
• Mississippi State did not commit a turnover in the contest. The Bulldogs entered the game tied for fourth among all FBS pro-

grams with just six turnovers committed this season. 
• In five home games, MSU has racked up 2,444 yards of total offense, an average of 488.8 per contest.
• Mississippi State has held its last four opponents to 17-for-54 on third down (31.4 percent). 
• MSU tallied 3.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 43.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 6.1 TFL a game this season 

after a 4.9 TFL per contest mark in 2012.
• Kentucky threw for just 165 yards. Entering the contest, the Bulldogs had allowed an average of 339.5 aerial yards in SEC 

games. 
• The Bulldogs limited UK to 20 first downs. MSU entered the game ranked 14th among all FBS programs in first downs allowed 

with 109, an average of 18.2 per game.
• MSU linebackers Deontae Skinner (11) and Benardrick McKinney (10) each finished with 10 or more tackles. It is the first time 

this season the Bulldogs have had two players reach double-digit hit totals. 
• Mississippi State returned three kickoffs for 47 yards. In five home games this season, MSU has totaled 318 yards on 11 kickoff 

returns, good for an average of 28.9 yards per runback. The Bulldogs entered the game ranked second among FBS schools in 
kickoff return average at 31.3 yards per runback. 

• Kentucky’s safety in the third quarter was the first by an opponent since Alabama recorded one on Nov. 15, 2008.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott turned in a career-best passing night with personal bests in completions (23) and yards 
(268) and matching his career high with two touchdown passes (two versus Alcorn State on Sept. 7, 2013).

• Prescott’s 268 passing yards gave him the third game of his career surpassing 200 or more aerial yards. He became the 16th 
player in program history with three career games of 200 or more passing yards. 

• After a nine-for-20 (45.0 percent) passing performance against LSU (Oct. 5), Prescott has turned it around the last two games, 
completing 32-of-54 throws (59.3 percent) against Bowling Green and Kentucky.

• Prescott rushed for 33 yards, giving him 481 in the last five contests and 490 this season. The MSU single-year record for 
rushing yards by a quarterback is 740 by Don Smith in 1986.

• In Southeastern Conference games, Prescott has rushed for 269 yards (89.7 yards/game) and three touchdowns.
• In the last five games, Prescott has accounted for 1,356 yards of total offense, an average of 271.2 per tilt.
• In five home games this season, Prescott has accounted for 13 TDs (five passing, six rushing, two receiving).
• Junior tight end Malcolm Johnson caught his first touchdown pass of the season in the opening quarter on a career-long 60-

yard reception. Johnson entered the contest with six receptions and 57 yards in his last five games.
• The 60-yard touchdown pass was the second-longest pass play of the season, behind a 61-yarder against Auburn on Sept. 14.
• Johnson ended the contest with career highs in receptions (four) and yards (79).
• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins turned in a season-long 35-yard rush in the first quarter. In the last three games, he 

has gained 229 yards, an average of 76.3 per game. In the previous three games, Perkins had gained 59 yards (29.5 yards per 
contest).

• Perkins also caught four passes and has eight grabs in the last two games and 14 this season, five shy of single-year high.
• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis scored his third rushing touchdown of the season in the opening quarter and added fourth 

receiving TD of the campaign in the second frame. This season, Lewis has accounted for nine touchdowns (three rush, four 
receive, two pass). He had accounted for three in his previous two years (one kickoff return, one rush, one pass).

• Lewis is one of three FBS players to have four or more receiving touchdowns and three or more rushing scores this season. 
He joins Tre Madden (USC - four receiving/three rushing) and Arizona State’s Marion Grice (Arizona State - six receiving/12 
rushing) in the club. 

• Lewis is the only player in the country with four or more receiving touchdowns, three or more rushing touchdowns and two or 
more passing touchdowns.

• For the second time this season, Lewis caught a touchdown pass, rushed for a touchdown and threw for a touchdown.
• Lewis has caught 23 passes for 391 yards (17.0 yards/reception), in the last five games. 
• Lewis returned three kickoffs for 47 yards, lifting his season totals in SEC games to six returns for 137 yards (22.8 yards/return).
• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson has averaged 6.1 yards a carry in the last four games (18 carries for 110 yards).
• Tight ends Artimus Samuel and Rufus Warren made their first career receptions in the contest.
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith finished with one tackle for lost yardage, giving him at least a half TFL, and 5.0 total, in 

each of his last three games played.
• Smith also booked a career-high eight tackles. 
• Freshman defensive end Chris Jones recorded one quarterback hurry, giving him four in the last four contests.
• Senior linebacker Deontae Skinner finished with a career-high 11 tackles, giving him 19 in the last two games.
• Senior defensive end Denico Autry recorded his first sack of the season in the fourth quarter. He finished the night with a sea-

son-high 1.5 tackles for lost yardage. 
• Sophmore linebacker Benardrick McKinney booked 10 tackles in the game. In the last two games, McKinney has 18 stops.
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 46th-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (48).
• True freshman right guard Jamaal Clayborn and true freshman tight end Samuel made their Mississippi State debuts in the 

contest.



Kentucky	  Postgame	  Notes	  
Kentucky	  at	  Mississippi	  State	  
Davis	  Wade	  Stadium,	  Starkville,	  Miss.,	  Oct.	  24,	  2013	  
	  
FINAL	  SCORE:	  Mississippi	  State	  28,	  Kentucky	  22	  
	  	  
Team	  Records	  and	  Series	  Notes	  

• Kentucky	  is	  1-‐6,	  0-‐4	  in	  the	  SEC.	  	  Mississippi	  State	  is	  4-‐3	  overall,	  1-‐2	  in	  the	  league.	  
• Kentucky	  leads	  the	  series,	  21-‐20.	  	  MSU	  has	  won	  five	  in	  a	  row.	  

	  	  	  
Team	  Notes	  

• Kentucky	  got	  325	  yards	  total	  offense,	  most	  this	  season	  against	  an	  SEC	  team.	  
• UK’s	  160	  rushing	  yards	  is	  a	  season	  high	  vs.	  an	  SEC	  opponent.	  
• The	  UK	  defense	  had	  eight	  tackles	  for	  loss	  against	  Mississippi	  State,	  which	  is	  the	  

most	  it	  has	  recorded	  this	  season.	  The	  previous	  season	  high	  was	  seven	  against	  
Miami	  (Ohio).	  	  

• Kentucky	  returns	  to	  action	  Sat.	  Nov.	  2	  as	  the	  Wildcats	  play	  host	  to	  Alabama	  
State.	  	  It	  will	  be	  UK’s	  Homecoming	  with	  game	  time	  set	  for	  7:30	  p.m.	  EDT.	  	  The	  
game	  will	  be	  televised	  by	  Comcast	  Sports	  Southeast	  (CSS).	  
	  

Individual	  Notes	  
• Raymond	  Sanders	  rushed	  15	  times	  for	  86	  yards.	  	  He	  moved	  past	  Alfred	  Rawls	  and	  Tony	  

Dixon	  for	  19th	  place	  on	  the	  UK	  career	  rushing	  list	  and	  now	  has	  1,419	  career	  yards.	  
• Freshman	  running	  back	  JoJo	  Kemp	  rushed	  15	  times	  for	  63	  yards,	  including	  a	  14-‐yard	  

touchdown	  run	  that	  was	  his	  first	  collegiate	  TD.	  
• Quarterback	  Maxwell	  Smith	  completed	  18	  of	  34	  passes	  for	  160	  yards	  and	  one	  

touchdown.	  
• Freshman	  wide	  receiver	  Ryan	  Timmons	  caught	  five	  passes	  for	  69	  yards,	  including	  a	  51-‐

yard	  touchdown	  reception	  that	  is	  the	  longest	  of	  his	  career.	  
• Tight	  end	  Jordan	  Aumiller	  had	  a	  career-‐high	  four	  catches	  for	  28	  yards.	  
• Linebacker	  Avery	  Williamson	  finished	  the	  game	  with	  10	  tackles.	  	  He	  now	  has	  a	  streak	  of	  

26	  consecutive	  games	  with	  at	  least	  three	  tackles.	  This	  was	  the	  fourth	  double-‐digit	  tackle	  
game	  for	  Williamson	  this	  season.	  

• Defensive	  end	  Bud	  Dupree	  had	  a	  season-‐high	  13	  tackles.	  This	  was	  the	  third	  double-‐digit	  
tackle	  game	  of	  Dupree’s	  career.	  	  

• Za’Darius	  Smith	  was	  part	  of	  two	  quarterback	  sacks	  in	  the	  third	  quarter	  (two	  one-‐half	  
sacks),	  giving	  him	  5.5	  sacks	  on	  the	  season.	  

• Cornerback	  Fred	  Tiller	  had	  a	  career-‐high	  nine	  tackles,	  including	  a	  pair	  of	  tackles	  for	  loss.	  
• Freshman	  defensive	  back	  Marcus	  McWilson	  had	  a	  half	  sack	  in	  the	  game,	  the	  first	  of	  his	  

career.	  	  
• Joe	  Mansour’s	  45-‐yard	  field	  goal	  in	  the	  second	  quarter	  is	  the	  longest	  of	  his	  career.	  	  He	  

added	  a	  44-‐yard	  field	  goal	  in	  the	  fourth	  quarter.	  
	  
	  
 



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“That was a hard fought game. I want to give Kentucky a lot of credit. Mark 
Stoops has done a great job with that squad. You can see that in their kids 
with their demeanor, their attitude and how they play.  
 
“For us I think we did a lot of good things tonight, and we did a lot of sloppy 
things tonight. At different times there were really a lot of highs we could take 
out of that game. That was the second game in a row where our defense made 
a great stand at the end.  
 
“I am still disappointed with our two-minute defense before halftime. That was 
one of the most penalized games we have had this year. We had a lot of 
penalties that put us behind the chains.  
 
“We made some really big plays on offense, but had a lot of negative yardage 
plays on offense. You can’t do that. Our kicking game was a little bit off 
tonight, too. We didn’t punt the ball very well, our return game wasn’t good, 
our coverage game and some of that has to do with the kicks.  
 
“It wasn’t great tonight. We got a win and are 4-3 and it’s a good position to be 
in right now. We are in the second half of the season and to have a winning 
record. We still have five games to go and we need to finish this season in the 
right way.” 
 
On finishing games…  
“We have to finish. It’s a combination of everything, but we have to put the ball 
in the end zone. We are getting yards in the fourth quarter, but we are not 
getting the points. Our yards are sometimes not matching up with our points. 
A lot of that comes from penalties, mistakes. On the last drive we had two 
wrong checks and ended up with a second-and-11 play. Those are some tough 
situations. You drive the ball and make plays and then make errors that put 
you behind the chains. You don’t end up getting the points out of them.  
 
“Our team did finish tonight. We started with our backs against the wall and 
put together a long drive and ate some clock; then our defense came out and 
won the game.” 
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On Jameon Lewis’ versatility… 
“He was a high school quarterback and led his team to a championship, so he 
has that versatility. He has become comfortable in the game and has become a 
football player. Since he’s been here he has been a guy who was a utility guy, 
but now he is a football player. He is an every-down player for us. Now that he 
is an every-down player, you get to use his versatility more.”   



 

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15– Dak Prescott – So. – QB 
On feeling more comfortable in the pocket … 
“Most definitely, and that comes from our offensive line. They’re working. 
They’re working their butts off and they’re protecting. The receivers are getting 
open, so my teammates certainly make me comfortable.” 
 
On trusting the defense but wanting to finish games out offensively ... 
“That’s what we want to do. We want to make it easier for the defense. When 
we do have to put our trust in the defense for a late stop, we trust them.” 
 
 
4– Jameon Lewis – Jr. – WR 
On being such a versatile player, running, throwing, and catching  … 
“It feels natural because, you know, in high school I played quarterback so 
throwing the ball is no problem with me. Then catching the ball, I’ve just been 
playing football my whole life so I just know how to utilize everything to the 
best of my ability.” 
 
 
50– Benardrick McKinney – So. – LB 
On how big this win was as far as SEC play is concerned … 
“It was a big win. Playing an SEC team, you know it’s going to be tough but we 
just talked as a team, as a unit, that we were going to go out there and try to 
play our all.” 
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Opening Statement ... 
 “Just a little frustrated again and disappointed. We had our opportunities. We 
didn’t make enough plays when we needed to. They did and give them credit. 
We started too slow again. We tried to combat that all week and talked about 
that. We needed to come out strong and execute in the first half on both sides 
of the ball. We didn’t do that and they did. We got too far behind. We settled in 
in during the second half and made some adjustments to give us an 
opportunity to win the game but we did not. Give them credit. We will go back 
to work and get some things corrected to do what we need to do to get things 
back on the right track.”  
 
On the onside kick try … 
“We got it to two and I thought we had good momentum. We had the lob set up 
and it was perfectly executed. Somebody on the backside that had absolutely 
nothing to do with the play was evidently four or six inches offsides so that’s 
the difference. We didn’t do what we needed to do and that’s disappointing.  
 
On QB Maxwell Smith … 
“It’s a combination of things. We need to play better. Everybody needs to play 
better. We need to protect better. We need to get open and he needs to throw it 
better so it’s a little bit of everything. I thought early on there were a few times 
we were beat. We had one protection issue late in the game that they got the 
sack on, but early there was some pressure that impacted him. He can’t let 
that affect him for the rest of the game. He has to step up and when he does 
have time he has to make big plays.  
 
On QB Jalen Whitlow coming into game … 
“I talked to him at half and told him that we needed him to go. We needed him 
to step up and play with his ankle hurting. He said he was ready and wanted to 
do it. He went in and gave us a little bit. It was a fine line. He was banged up 
for a week and a half. He didn’t get a lot of reps with his ankle bothering him 
and that hurt us.” 
 
On what to take from this game … 
“We need to execute better. That’s the bottom line. We had our opportunities. 
Our team is going to work. Our team needs to improve. We all need to do a 
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better job starting with me. That’s the way it is and we’ll do that. We’re not 
going to hesitate. We’ll go back to work. We have to execute when the game is 
on the line and we’re going to do that.” 
 
On the defensive effort … 
“It got better again as the game went on. They keep you off balance and give 
them credit. They kept us off balance. We didn’t do a good enough job in the 
first half. That’s just too many yards. They converted too many yards and too 
many big plays. I thought in the second half we did a better job. We we’re more 
aggressive and made some plays when we needed to.” 
 
On MSU trick play for touchdown … 
“It was a well-designed play. It’s one of those that from the sidelines you can 
see it coming almost in slow motion. It was similar to the play we had setup 
against Florida and didn’t execute. They did and got it in. It’s one of the plays 
that made a difference. Again, give them credit. You either execute it or you 
don’t.”  
 
On message to team after the game … 
“We are going to look them dead in the face. It is what it is and it’s not ok. We 
are going to coach better, they’re going to play better and we’re going to address 
these issues. We are going to get better and keep on fighting. End of story.”  
 
  

	   	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 – Raymond Sanders – Sr. – RB 
On almost breaking open for the winning touchdown late in the game ... 
“That was tough. I should’ve broken that one. I really could’ve helped the team 
out there, so that was tough.” 

On executing better ... 
“We’ve got to make plays. Every play isn’t going to perfect, and not every call is 
going to be perfect. We are coming along. I’m proud of how our guys fought and 
never gave up. It’s easy to give up as the season goes along, but I believe that 
we will keep fighting.” 

 

11 – Maxwell Smith – So. – QB 
On the onside kick attempt after gaining momentum ... 
“It stinks. Unfortunately, we were offsides, and coach had been saying all week 
that we couldn’t be offsides on this. It was important swing in the game after 
we had a lot of momentum. It’s unfortunate that it happened, but that’s not the 
only reason we lost the game.” 

On bouncing back from a tough loss ... 
“I’ve never seen us give up. We don’t ever give up. We just didn’t execute 
tonight. We didn’t give up at South Carolina, we didn’t give up against 
Alabama. We’re just going to keep fighting. We want to win, and we are fully 
capable of winning football games. I’m confident that if we keep fighting, it’s 
going to happen.” 
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