
• Mississippi State overcame a 14-0 lead with 4:27 left in the first quarter to win the game, tying for the second-largest deficit overcome to win 
a game in school history. The Maroon and White outscored the Red and Blue 38-6 the rest of the game.

• State has outscored its opponents 55-12 in the fourth quarter through seven games this season with zero touchdowns allowed (Best in SEC).
• MSU improved to 9-3 all-time against Louisiana Tech, including a 9-2 mark in Starkville.
• The 45 points scored by MSU were the most against La. Tech since shutting them out 48-0 in 1938.
• State is now 53-21-3 all-time in Homecoming games, including a 6-1 mark under head coach Dan Mullen (five straight wins).
• Mullen bettered his record to 28-5 in non-conference games and is now 10-0 against Conference USA squads.
• The Bulldogs have won 11 straight regular-season games against non-conference teams.
• State is tied for the best record in the SEC over the last 23 games (18-5; Alabama kicks off at 2:30 p.m. CT).
• The Maroon and White have won 11 of their last 12 home games and are 21-4 (.840) at home the last four seasons.
• The Bulldogs improved to 46-1 under Dan Mullen when leading at halftime (4-29 when trailing).
• Fred Brown’s 45-yard reception gave MSU an SEC-leading 13 plays this season of 40-plus yards.
• Brandon Bryant’s interception returned for a touchdown in the fourth quarter was MSU’s first since Preston Smith returned one 21 yards for 

a score versus UAB on Sept. 6, 2014.
• State’s one-play touchdown drive in the second quarter was its first one-yard scoring drive since Dak Prescott ran 40 yards for a score on the 

first play of a third quarter drive at South Alabama on Sept. 13, 2014.
• MSU’s 98-yard scoring drive in the third quarter was its longest since State scored on a five play, 98-yard drive in the first quarter on Sept. 

20, 2014 at LSU.
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• With his touchdown pass in the second quarter, senior quarterback Dak Prescott joined Tim Tebow of Florida and Johnny Manziel of Texas 
A&M as the only SEC quarterbacks in history to total 50 career passing touchdowns and 30 career rushing touchdowns.

• With 34 rushing yards, Prescott passed Manziel (2,169 from 2012-13) for fourth place all-time in SEC history in career rushing yards by a 
quarterback (2,182).

• Prescott finished the game with 917 career passing attempts, breaking Wayne Madkin’s school record (887 from 1998-2001) for the most in 
school history. It marked the 23rd school record broken by Prescott (12 single-season, 11 career).

• With four touchdowns, senior quarterback Dak Prescott now ranks eighth all-time in SEC history with 87 career touchdowns responsible 
for, passing Kentucky’s Andre Woodson (84 from 2004-07) and Ole Miss’ Eli Manning (86 from 2000-03).

• Prescott is the only active FBS player with at least 6,000 career passing yards and 2,000 career rushing yards.
• Prescott’s 347 passing yards marked the second-highest total in his career (453 vs. Georgia Tech in 2014 Orange Bowl).
• Prescott has attempted 274 straight passes without an interception, the longest active streak in the nation and the third-longest streak in 

SEC history. 
• Junior defensive end A.J. Jefferson’s streak of seven straight games with a tackle for loss came to an end.
• Junior linebacker Richie Brown has tallied 61 tackles through seven games, the most by a Bulldog since first-team All-SEC linebacker Mario 

Haggan tallied 82 stops through the first seven games of the 2002 season. 
• Sophomore kicker Westin Graves is the first MSU kicker since at least 1990 to start the season 8 for 8 on field goal attempts.
• Junior wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson recorded his 16th and 17th career receiving touchdowns, tying him with  Eric Moulds (1993-95) 

and Justin Jenkins (2000-03) for second most in MSU history.
• Wilson’s two receiving touchdowns tied a career high (2014 Egg Bowl).
• Redshirt freshman safety hauled in his first career interception in the fourth quarter and returned it 74 yards for a touchdown.
• Freshman wide receiver Malik Dear had a career-high 70 receiving yards.
• Sophomore linebacker J.T. Gray recorded a new career high in tackles with a game-best 10 stops.

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES



HOME COACH QUOTES 
Oct. 17, 2015 
Louisiana Tech vs. Mississippi State 

 
Dan Mullen 

Opening Statement 

“I’m very proud of how our guys played today. We came out and started slow, but our 

preparation was good and we were on top of things. It’s a team effort to pick yourselves up out 

of a 14-0 lead, and we did and we ended up turning it around a playing very well in all phases. 

We had some big special teams plays out there, especially with the blocked kick. I thought 

everyone played very solid. We held them to only six points for the rest of the game and that was 

a great effort on our part. This is the end of non-conference play and now we need to be ready 

for the grind that we’re about to go through over the next couple weeks.” 

 

On the versatility of Donald Gray 

“He is a first-year player for us. He’s coming out of junior college, so he is a little bit older than 

a high school kid but in a lot of ways he’s like a freshman/first year guy for us. He has made 

some great plays, and he blocked a punt, so I think he showed a lot of his true potential today. He 

is constantly working on being a consistent football player. He wants to be good.” 

 

On Dak Prescott’s progression as a quarterback 

“He has come a long ways and become a big-time quarterback. Today I was impressed because 

he is starting to get back and find his balance on when to pull it down and start running. The first 

couple games of the season he has done such a great job of getting third and fourth progressions. 

He is starting to see and understand coverages so he doesn’t have to hold the ball in the pocket 

for too long and get sacked. The key to that is the balance of knowing what is happening on the 

field. He makes great decisions for us. It is great having a guy that really wants to rally and turn 

the score around when you are down 14-0. He got a look in his eye; he wanted that ball and 

wanted to go make things happen on the field.” 

 

  



HOME PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 17, 2015 
Louisiana Tech vs. Mississippi State 

 
 
QB – Dak Prescott – Sr.  

On his attitude change during this game 

“We didn’t want to let them hang around and think they had a shot against us. We had to take 

over immediately or the game was going to drag out. It was going to go all the way to the fourth 

quarter and I mean, who knows in the close game where they think they have a chance. We’ve 

got to flip the momentum and get things going in our favor.” 

 

On the receivers stepping up 

“I’ve said this going back to last spring and the summer. I think our receiving core is the deepest 

on the team. I mean, we could pull from the guys that are redshirted if we needed to, to get some 

guys to make plays so when guys go down we know those people will step in and do their job 

well.” 

 

 

WR – De’Runnya Wilson – Jr. 

On playing more snaps than what was expected 

“That’s what we prepare for. Last week at practice was very rough and tough for us, and we just 

knew that if one man went down that we all have to fill in. That’s just what we prepare for. We 

were locked in, and I think our group of guys did a great job today.” 

 

On being tied for second all-time touchdown catches 

“It means a lot. I actually dedicated one of those touchdowns to my son. I knew what it took to 

go out there and make the play. That’s all I try to do for the team, is go out there and make the 

big play whenever the ball is thrown to me.” 



 

 

 OPPONENT COACH QUOTES 
Oct. 17, 2015 
Louisiana Tech vs. Mississippi State 

 
 

Skip Holtz 

Opening Statement 

“I certainly compliment Mississippi State and their fan base. I thought it was a great 

environment. I thought it was fun to be here and compete in it. I think they have done a really 

nice job. I was here ten years ago, and I think they have done some great things to the stadium 

and made some huge improvements. I think it was a great crowd. It was a good environment, and 

it’s the type of environment that you want to have a chance to compete in. I was proud of the 

way that our football team played in this game. We certainly didn’t come here just to play hard. 

We knew we were going to play the game, and we came here to win. I thought we went out there 

and I thought we did some things early to give us a chance. I thought some guys did some good 

things early. There were some great individual efforts, but as a whole we weren’t good enough. I 

think Dak Prescott is a heck of a quarterback, and I thought he did a great job today. He stood in 

there, made some great throws and did the things that he had to do. I think we have got to get 

some things straight with out pass defense. We’ve got to do a better job as coaches with what 

were doing, but right now the pass defense was disappointing, from a pass defense standpoint, 

but I am really proud of our players and how they competed. This one was a game where we 

wanted to come in and see where we were going to be. We look at it statistically, and it’s a pretty 

close football game, but when you have a punt blocked, you throw an interception for a 

touchdown.” 

 

 

 

 
  



OPPONENT PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 17, 2015 
Louisiana Tech vs. Mississippi State 

 
 

 

DE – Vontarrius Dora – Sr. 

On the coaches describing him as tough 

“I think I am tough, but in the end it’s their opinion.” 

 

On what drives his toughness 

“Just the love of the game and being out there with my teammates and my brothers. We 

are all playing for one another.” 

 

On how it was playing back home 

“It was somewhat weird, but it’s a great town and a great place.” 

 

 


