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•	 Mississippi	State	is	just	one	of	12	teams	in	the	FBS	to	remain	undefeated	after	Saturday,	climbing	to	6-0	for	just	the	fourth	time	in	the	
113-year	history	of	the	program	(1999,	1944,	1919).

•	 The	Bulldogs’	eight-game	winning	streak	is	tied	for	the	third-longest	current	winning	streak	nationally	behind	Alabama	and	Oregon	
(10-straight,	nine-straight).	The	streak	is	also	tied	for	the	third-longest	in	school	history	(13	from	1942-44,	10	from	1940-41).

•	 Head	Coach	Dan	Mullen	bettered	his	record	to	26-0	when	leading	after	three	quarters,	while	the	Bulldogs	won	their	36th-straight	
contest	when	holding	a	lead	entering	the	final	period.	

•	 After	entering	the	game	ranked	in	the	top	10	in	the	FBS	in	passing	offense,	Tennessee’s	passing	attack	was	held	to	just	58	first-half	
yards	against	the	Bulldog	defense	and	finished	with	a	season-low	148	yards	through	the	air.

•	 The	Bulldogs	improved	to	8-3	against	SEC	East	teams	since	Mullen’s	arrival	in	2009.
•	 The	27	first-half	points	by	MSU	were	the	most	by	the	Bulldogs	in	SEC	play	since	scoring	28	at	Kentucky	on	Oct.	29,	1994.	The	41	

points	scored	in	an	SEC	game	were	the	most	by	MSU	since	dropping	41	on	Ole	Miss	in	the	2009	Egg	Bowl	victory	against	Ole	Miss.
•	 In	the	last	four	SEC	games,	the	MSU	defense	has	held	its	opponent	to	an	average	of	79.3	yards	of	total	offense	in	the	first	half.
•	 The	Bulldog	offense	has	scored	212	points	through	its	first	six	games,	its	highest	point	total	through	the	first	six	games	of	the	season	

in	school	history.	For	the	first	time	in	school	history,	MSU	has	scored	25-plus	points	in	each	of	its	first	six	games.
•	 The	92	points	allowed	by	State	through	the	first	six	games	is	the	lowest	total	allowed	through	the	first	six	contests	of	a	MSU	season	

since	the	1999	team	held	opponents	to	58	points.	
•	 State’s	19	first	downs	in	the	first	half	were	the	most	by	MSU	since	at	least	1989	(first-half	box	scores	go	back	to	1990).
•	 Mississippi	State	has	outscored	its	opponents,	218-56,	in	the	first	half	during	its	last	10	wins.
•	 Eight	of	Mississippi	State’s	first	19	plays	were	for	10	yards	or	more.

POSTGAME NOTES

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES

•	 Junior	quarterback	Tyler	Russell	is	one	of	just	five	FBS	quarterbacks	with	double-digit	touchdowns	and	less	than	two	interceptions,	
tallying	a	career-high	291	yards.

•	 In	three	SEC	games	this	season,	Russell	is	66-of-105	(62.8	percent)	for	782	yards,	seven	touchdowns	and	zero	interceptions.
•	 Russell’s	two	passing	touchdowns	tied	him	with	Tony	Shell	(25)	for	sixth-most	in	school	history.	His	199	first-half	passing	yards	were	

the	most	by	a	MSU	signal	caller	since	Kevin	Fant	had	214	passing	yards	in	the	first	half	against	Memphis	on	Oct.	11,	2003.
•	 Junior	running	back	LaDarius	Perkins	is	now	just	one	of	three	FBS	runnings	Backs	(South	Carolina’s	Marcus	Lattimore,	San	Diego	

State’s	Adam	Muema)	with	a	rushing	touchdown	in	each	one	of	his	games	this	season.	Perkins	has	three	100-yard	rushing	games	in	
his	last	four	games	after	recording	one	100-yard	game	in	his	first	28	career	contests.

•	 Co-SEC	Freshman	of	the	Week	Benardrick	McKinney	recorded	a	career-high	14	tackles	and	is	now	averaging	10.5	tackles	over	his	last	
four	games.

•	 Senior	safety	Corey	Broomfield	became	the	11th	player	in	school	history	with	double-digit	interceptions,	tying	four	others	for	sev-
enth	all-time	with	his	10th	career	pick	in	the	second	quarter.

•	 Senior	wide	receiver	Chad	Bumphis	passed	three	Bulldog	receivers	and	is	now	fifth	all-time	in	school	history	with	1,816	career	re-
ceiving	yards.

•	 Senior	tight	end	Marcus	Green	caught	a	career-high	six	passes	for	a	season-best	71	yards	and	a	career-best	tying	two	touchdowns,	
and	now	has	five	touchdowns	on	13	catches	this	season.

•	 Redshirt	freshman	running	back	Josh	Robinson	recorded	his	first	collegiate	score	with	a	10-yard	touchdown	run	with	3:09	remaining	
in	the	first	quarter.

•	 Fellow	redshirt	freshman	Dak	Prescott	threw	his	first	career	touchdown	pass	with	a	13-yard	strike	to	Marcus	Green	with	14:17	left	in	
the	second	quarter.

•	 Of	junior	punter	Baker	Swedenburg’s	26	punts	this	season,	11	have	been	inside	the	20.
•	 Outland	Trophy	watch	list	member	Gabe	Jackson	has	started	all	32	games	of	his	career,	marking	the	longest	streak	on	the	team.
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TENNESSEE TIDBITS
¢ Tennessee’s all-time record is now 797-340-53 overall
¢ The Vols lead the series with the Bulldogs, 28-16-1.
¢ UT is now 11-3 under Derek Dooley when scoring 25 or more points and 

24-5 when scoring 20 or more.
¢ Tennessee is 3-3 in coin tosses this season after winning today’s toss and did 

not receive the opening kickoff for just the second time in six games this season.
¢ Today’s attendance is 57,831, the third-largest crowd in Mississippi State 

history.

THIRD QUARTER DOMINANCE
¢ Tennessee dominated every facet of the third quarter, scoring 10 points to 

move back within three of Mississippi State. 
¢ The Vols recorded 183 yards of total offense on 28 plays while holding the 

Bulldogs to just 10 yards on eight plays. 
¢ UT also notched 10 first downs in the quarter while holding MSU to zero. 

Tennessee had just five first downs in the entire first half.

PATTERSON PULLING DOUBLE DUTY
¢ With a 98-yard kickoff return and an 11-yard reception, Cordarrelle Patterson 

became just the fifth player in Tennessee history with a touchdown via return 
and a either a touchdown by rushing or receiving.
¢ Touchdown By Receiving/Rushing and Return In a Game

Carl Pickens (louisville 1991) 75-yd rec./67-yd punt return
Willie Gault (Kentucky 1980) 48-yd rec./92-yd kickoff return
Gary Moore (auburn 1979) 10-yd rush/98-yd kickoff return
Stanley Morgan (Maryland 1975) 50-yd rush/70-yd punt return
Cordarrelle Patterson (Miss State 2012) - 98-yd kickoff return/11-yd rec.
¢ Patterson became the first Vol since 2002 to return a conventional kickoff 

for a touchdown with a 98-yard return in the second quarter. 
¢ The last Vol to return a conventional KO for a TD was Mark Jones against 

Alabama on Oct. 26, 2002. Bret Smith returned an onside kick 44 yards at South 
Carolina on Oct. 30, 2004.
¢ Patterson’s return ties for the fifth longest in school history and is the longest 

since Leonard Scott returned one 100 yards against Georgia on Oct. 9, 1999.
¢ The 98-yard return was Tennessee’s longest play this season, surpassing 

a 72-yard reception by Zach Rogers against NC State on Aug. 31. Patterson’s 
longest play had been a 67-yard touchdown carry against the Wolfpack.
¢ Patterson now has six touchdowns this season with two rushing, three 

receiving and the kickoff return. 
¢ Patterson finished with 195 all-purpose yards, tying his career best set at 

Georgia State (57 rushing, 25 receiving and 113 kickoff return yards)

WRACKING UP THE TACKLES
¢ Tennessee linebackers A.J. Johnson (21) and Herman Lathers (12) both 

reached double digits in tackles, as did safety Byron Moore (10). Johnson set a 
new personal best, while Moore tied his career best. 
¢ Johnson became the first Vol with 20 or more tackles since Tom Fisher 

had 21 tackles at Auburn (in Birmingham) on Sept. 26, 1964. 
¢ Johnson has recorded 10 or more tackles in each of the last four games 

with 11 in each of the previous three contests. Today marks his seventh career 
game with double-digit tackles.
¢ For Lathers, it is his first game this season with 10 or more tackles and the 

fifth of his career. The last time Lathers had 10+ tackles was at Vanderbilt on 
Nov. 20, 2010, with 10.
¢ Moore’s 10 tackles tie his career high set against Akron, the only other time 

he has tallied double-digit tackles.

BRAY-WATCH
 ¢ Tyler Bray threw two TD passes against Mississippi State, giving him 51 for 
his career. It also marked his 17th career game with multiple TD throws, all of 
which have come in his last 19 games.
¢ The 148 yards passing were the lowest of the season for Bray. HIs previous 

low was 267 against Florida.  

YOUNG GROWING UP
¢ Sophomore tailback Devrin Young finished as the Vols’ leading rusher with 

career highs in both rushing attempts (13) and rushing yards (58). 

BARTHOLOMEW WITH FIRST SCORE
¢ Redshirt senior fullback Ben Bartholomew caught his first career touchdown 

with a 10-yard grab in the fourth quarter. It was his 12th career catch.

OPENING DRIVE SUCCESS
¢ Tennessee scored on its opening drive of the game for the second time 

this season with a six-yard TD run by Rajion Neal. The Vols also scored a TD on 
their opening drive against Georgia State.

RAJION RUNNING THE ROCK
¢ Rajion Neal scored a touchdown for the fifth time in six games this season 

with a six-yard run to cap the Vols’ opening drive of the game. It was his fifth 
rushing touchdown of the season and seventh overall (two receiving).

SACK BY SMITH
¢ Jacques Smith sacked MSU QB Tyler Russell for a 10-yard loss in the first 

quarter. It was his first sack of the season, seventh for the Vols and just the fourth 
allowed by Mississippi State this year. UT and MSU entered today’s game tied 
for the fewest sacks allowed in the SEC with three each.
¢ Smith’s sack was his third career sack, but first in over two years. His last 

sack was against Ole Miss on Nov. 13, 2010.
¢ Smith finished with four quarterback hurries in today’s contest.

SIX-TIME
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS
1938, 1940, 1950, 1951, 1967, 1998

13 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS  »  49 BOWL GAMES  » 89 ALL-AMERICANS  »  43 NFL 1ST-ROUND PICKS

 FINAL SCORE: 
 TENNESSEE 31  
#19 MS STATE 41

Tennessee Leaders
Passing Tyler Bray 13-24-148, 2 TD 1 INT 
Rushing Rajion Neal 13/58, 0 TD
Receiving Zach Rogers 2 rec., 41, 0 TD
Defensive A.J. Johnson 21 TKL, 2 TFL

Mississippi State Leaders
Passing Tyler Russell 23-37-291, 2 TD 0 INT 
Rushing LaDarius Perkins 23/101, 1 TD
Receiving Chad Bumphis 7 rec., 93, 0 TD
Defensive Bernardrick McKinney 14 TKL

Tennessee (3-3, 0-3) at #19 Mississippi State (6-0, 3-0) | Oct. 13 | Davis Wade Stadium (57,831) | Starkville, Miss.
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Zach Rogers notched his 15th, 16th and 17th receptions 
of the season against MSU, setting a new single-season 
career high.

A.J. Johnson set a career best tackles with 21 on the night 
against the Bulldogs. He became the first Vol with 20+ 
tackles since Tom Fisher in 1964. 

Cordarrelle Patterson’s 98-yard kickoff return for a TD was 
Tennessee’s first TD on a conventional KO return since 
Mark Jones vs. Alabama in 2002.

5
Cordarrelle Patterson became just the fifth player in Ten-
nessee history with a touchdown via return and a either a 
touchdown by rushing or receiving.

Patterson finished with 195 all-purpose yards, tying his ca-
reer best set against Georgia State earlier this season. 
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ROGERS’ BEST SEASON
¢ With his three catches tonight, Zach Rogers now has 17 for the year, setting 

a new single-season career high. He previously had 14 catches in each of the last 
two seasons and had 14 through just five contests coming into tonight’s game.

PRESTIGE WORLDWIDE
¢ After his second-quarter kickoff return for a touchdown, Cordarrelle 

Patterson was trending Worldwide on Twitter for the third time this year. He 
was also trending Worldwide during Tennessee’s games against NC State and 
Georgia.

TRAILING AT THE HALF
¢ Tennessee trailed at halftime for the first time this season. The Vols led at 

the half against NC State (22-14), Georgia State (28-6) and Florida (14-10) and 
were tied at the half against Akron (23-23) and Georgia (30-30).

BULLDOGS RECOVER ONSIDE KICK
¢ Mississippi State’s second-quarter onside kick recovery was the first 

against Tennessee since Alabama recoverd the opening kickoff in Tuscaloosa 
on Oct, 20, 2007. 
¢ The last onside kick attempted against the Vols was at Vanderbilt on Nov. 

20, 2010 (recovered by UT’s Denarious Moore).

TENNESSEE CAPTAINS
¢ #20 Rajion Neal, #58 Marlon Walls, #70 Ja’Wuan James

FOR STARTERS
¢ Freshman strong safety LaDarrell McNeil earned his first start of the season. 
¢ McNeil becomes the first true freshman to start for the Vols this season 

after having seven different freshmen start a total of 39 games last year, 
including at least one in every game, two in 11 games and three or more in 
eight of the team’s 12 contests.



HEAD COACH DAN MULLEN QUOTES 
Oct. 13, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Tennessee 

 
Opening Statement: 

“That was a heck of a ball game. We knew it was going to be a four-quarter 

battle all the way through, especially with the offensive firepower that they had. 
I’m proud of how our guys played. I thought we played a great first half on both 
sides of the ball. We came out and stumbled around in the second half a 

bunch, but as we’ve done all year when we’ve needed it, we’ve made plays. I’m 
proud of everybody in that locker room. It was a big win for all of us.” 

 
On Johnthan Banks: 

“You hear this all the time, but big-time players make the big-time plays in the 

big games. Banks did. We needed a play there. Banks came up and made the 
play. He’s one that we depend on, but it hasn’t just been one guy. That was as 

big a play as there was in the game.” 
 
On MSU’s possession time: 

“We never let their offense get in rhythm. They did in the second half a little bit, 
and then the turnover broke it and we were able to drive some. We know what 
a high-powered offense they are, and it was huge for us to be able to control 

the clock and tempo like we did.” 



MISSISSIPPI STATE PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 13, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Tennessee 

 
17 – Tyler Russell –Jr. –QB  
 
On the last play: 

“Coach said if it’s open—throw it, and if it’s not, don’t force it. And right there I 
gave him a chance.  Either he was going to catch it or no one was.  So, he 

caught it! I trust all of my guys to make plays when we need to make plays on 
both sides of the ball.  We still were a little sloppy on some things, and that’s 

something that we definitely have to correct. Overall, I think we did pretty 
good.” 
 
On making a statement with this game: 

“I think so, but we really don’t care about people respecting us or anything like 

that. That just motivates us to keep pushing and to keep grinding. I think 
overall, we did what we needed to do, and I think that we showed people that 
Mississippi State is for real.” 

 
32 –Marcus Green–Sr. –TE  
 
On his struggles earlier in the season: 

“We came out excited. We came out focused and ready to protect our house.  

We knew that this game would be a fourth quarter game as coach said. The 
main thing that we wanted to do was to just execute and play hard for the 
fans.” 

 
 

 

 



DEREK DOOLEY QUOTES 
Oct. 13, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Tennessee 

 
Opening Statement: 

“We played a pretty bad first half. I thought that was pretty apparent. We had a 

lot of mistakes and we didn’t look good. We gave up some third-and-longs, 
third-and-20’s and a lot of third-and-10’s. We had a penalty early on special 
teams that hurt us. We just played a bad first half; we didn’t convert a couple 

of third and mediums on offense and got out of rhythm We found ourselves in a 
real hole with only 20 plays on offense in the first half. We try to get 40-45 a 

half. To their credit, we came out and had a great third quarter. We stopped 
Mississippi State four times in a row on defense and we had a chance to win. 
Now we have to learn how to execute down the stretch. We had a bad turnover 

and gave up a big play, but still with 5:22 to go we had a great football game. 
We gave up a couple of third-down conversions, we miss a tackle and we don’t 

cover a guy. So that’s the storyline. It’s a tough loss, but we have to dust it off 
and move on. That’s all you can do is correct the mistakes and move on.” 
 
On the Vols’ defense: 

“We are not very good right now. You are what your film is. We don’t get off 
blocks the way we need to and we don’t get enough people to the football. We 

didn’t give up a ton of huge plays tonight, so it was a little different storyline. 
We bled to death; just bled to death. We hit stretches where we played pretty 

good, which is what is bizarre.” 
 
On getting over the hump: 

“We didn’t do it today. All you can try to do is go to the next one and get over 
the hump the next week. That’s how collegiate athletics is; you never know 

when it is going to happen. So you have to keep coaching and keep correcting 
and keep evaluating and play your way through it.” 



TENNESSEE PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 13, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Tennessee 

 
3 –Byron Moore –Jr. –FS  
 
On team’s defensive performance: 

“We had some missed assignments and a few breakdowns here and there. We 
just have to clean some things up.” 

 
On 0-3 start in SEC play: 

“You don’t really expect to have growing pains. You expect to play perfect, but 
it’s not a perfect world. It’s part of football. We have to go back and get ready 
for next week.” 

 
23 –Prentiss Waggner –Sr. –CB 

 
On team’s defensive performance: 

“They made some plays. I thought we did a pretty good job in game prep, but 

we just didn’t get the stops.” 
 
On losing a close game: 

“It hurts really bad. The guys in locker are pretty down about it, but that’s over 
with. We have to force ourselves to put it behind us because we have the 

number one team in the country coming to town next week.” 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


