
• Mississippi State improved to 51-21-3 during Homecoming contests and picked up its first victory against a Mid-American Con-
ference member.

• MSU has won its last four Homecoming contests and seven of its last eight (lone loss to Houston, 31-24, on Oct. 10, 2009).
• The Bulldogs lifted their record in home non-conference contests to 12-2 under head coach Dan Mullen. MSU has won the last 

11 such games.
• Mississippi State improves to 3-3. It is the fourth-straight year the Bulldogs have had a .500 or better record through six contests, 

a first for the program since 1997-2000.
• The Bulldogs finished the year with a 3-1 regular season non-conference record. MSU has gone 16-2 in regular season non-con-

ference games under Mullen.
• In four home games, Mississippi State has outscored the competition 126-48 in the first half, including a 77-24 advantage in the 

second quarter.
• The Bulldogs scored on the opening drive of the contest and scored first in all four of this year’s non-conference games.
• MSU recorded 422 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 16th time in the last 19 games.
• Mississippi State rushed for 245 yards, surpassing the 200-yard mark for the fifth-straight game, a first for the program since a 

five-game stretch Oct. 2-30, 2010.
• The Bulldogs rushed for 188 yards in the first half, the most by Mississippi State in the opening half since recording 234 against 

Memphis on Sept. 1, 2011.
• MSU’s three rushing touchdowns against BGSU increased its season total to 17 in just six games. During the entire 2012 sea-

son, the Bulldogs rushed for 18 TDs. Mississippi State has not surpassed 20 rushing TDs in a year since totaling 28 in 2010.
• The Bulldogs collected one rush of 20 or more yards to bring their total to six such carries in the last two weeks. Entering the 

LSU contest, they had four rushes of 20 or more yards on 175 carries.
• MSU averaged 6.4 yards per play. It is the fifth-straight week the Bulldogs have surpassed 6.0 yards a play.
• The Bulldogs have recorded 2,412 yards of total offense in the last five games, an average of 482.4 yards per contest.
• In four home games, MSU has racked up 1,997 yards of total offense, an average of 499.3 per contest.
• The Bulldogs have already surpassed 400 yards of total offense in five games, matching last year’s total. 
• MSU has recorded five-straight games with 400 or more yards of total offense, the longest stretch by the program since five 

consecutive contests from Nov. 20, 2010 - Sept. 10, 2011. 
• Mississippi State has scored during 22 of its last 25 trips to the redzone, cashing in 17 touchdowns (14 rushing).
• MSU has held its last three opponents to 23-for-63 on third down (36.5 percent). 
• The Bulldogs broke up eight passes, the most in a game by MSU since breaking up nine against Georgia on Sept. 25, 2010.
• Mississippi State tallied 5.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 40.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 6.7 TFL a game 

this season.
• MSU allowed a field goal following an interception by Dak Prescott in the first quarter. The three points were the first allowed 

by the Bulldogs following a Mississippi State turnover this season. 
• Mississippi State returned two kickoffs for 46 yards. In four home games this season, MSU has totaled 271 yards on eight kickoff 

returns, good for an average of 33.9 yards per runback.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Senior quarterback Tyler Russell, who made his first start since the season opener against Oklahoma State, completed 12 
passes to move ahead of Derrick Taite (1993-96) and into third on the program’s career pass completions chart with 368. Wayne 
Madkin (1998-2001) owns the school record with 462 completions. Russell accomplished the feat in just 19 starts.

• Russell finished the game 12-for-14 passing. He went seven-for-11 last week against LSU and is now 19-for-25 (76.0 percent) 
since returning from injury. 

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott picked up a career-high 139 rushing yards, giving him 428 in the last four contests.
• In the last four games, Prescott has accounted for 1,055 yards of total offense, an average of 263.8 per tilt.
• In four home games this season, Prescott has accounted for 10 TDs (three passing, six rushing, one receiving).
• With Prescott’s 139 rushing yards, he became the 24th player in program history to have three or more games of 100 or more 

rushing yards. Among MSU quarterbacks, Prescott trails only John Bond (1980-83/five), Bruce Threadgill (1975-77/four) and 
Chris Relf (2008-11/four) in career contests rushing for 100 or more yards.

• Prescott’s 75-yard touchdown run in the first quarter was the longest rush by a Bulldog since Vick Ballard’s 75-yard TD run 
against Alcorn State on Oct. 2, 2010. Prescott’s previous-long rush was 47 yards at Auburn on Sept. 14, 2013. 

• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins finished with 104 all-purpose yards to raise his career total to 3,832 yards, moving him 
ahead of former NFL running back Jerious Norwood (2002-05/3,750) and into fourth place on the program’s all-time list. Current 
San Francisco 49ers running back Anthony Dixon (2006-09) holds the career record with 4,443 all-purpose yards. 

• Perkins rushed for a season-high 83 yards, giving him 2,285 in his career and moving him ahead of Dicenzo Miller (1998-
2001/2,209), John Bond (1980-83/2,280) and Dennis Johnson (1974-77/2,284) for seventh place on the Mississippi State ca-
reer rushing yardage chart. Dixon is the career leader with 3,994 yards.

• Perkins scored his first touchdown since facing Middle Tennessee State on Oct. 20, 2012. The scoreless streak covered 687:32 
minutes of game action before he crossed the goal line at the 9:58 mark of the first quarter.

• Perkins set a career high with four receptions, lifting his season total to 10.
• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis caught four passes for 34 yards. In the last five games, he has caught 18 passes for 338 

yards, an average of 18.8 yards per grab.
• In the last two weeks, Lewis has five kickoff returns for 136 yards, an average of 27.2 yards a runback.
• Sophomore wide receiver Joe Morrow registered a career-high 57 receiving yards and matched his personal best with four 

receptions. 
• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson has averaged 6.5 yards a carry in the last three weeks (14 carries for 91 yards).
• Freshman defensive end Chris Jones tallied 0.5 TFL against BGSU, giving him 3.5 in the last three weeks.
• Redshirt freshman linebacker Beniquez Brown booked a career-high five tackles. His previous best was two, done three times.
• Freshman defensive back Tolando Cleveland recovered his first career fumble, on the final play of the contest. 
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 45th-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (47).
• Redshirt freshman left tackle Justin Senior and junior cornerback Justin Cox made their first career starts.
• Sophomore cornerback Will Redman made his Mississippi State debut and finished with one tackle and a pass breakup on Matt 

Johnson’s next-to-last pass of the contest.



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“A win is a win. We’ll take it. Give Bowling Green credit because that is a very 
good football team. Coming in they were 5-1 on the season and they really look 
like the top team in their conference.  
 
“Like everybody else we have played, they have all been good football teams this 
season. It’s great to be 3-3 at this point in the season. Obviously, you would 
like to play a little bit better, but its pretty good to be 3-3. We’ll take it. 
 
On the decision to go for the first down late in the fourth quarter …  
“I wanted to score. I wanted to put the ball in Dak [Prescott’s] hands. I thought 
he was playing pretty well and he was running it pretty well. I figured that was 
a good opportunity for us to finish off the game. It didn’t go exactly as I 
planned, but that was our decision.” 
 
On defensive stand to win the game … 
“I don’t know if we played a great defensive game tonight for the entire 
duration, but we have to trust in our guys on defense and trust in our guys to 
make plays and step up in key moments.  
 
“We talked about finishing the game and I tell you what the one thing we did 
tonight was finish the game.” 
 
  

HEAD	  COACH	  DAN	  MULLEN	  QUOTES	  
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96 – Chris Jones – Fr. – DL 
On getting pressure on the quarterback … 
“We came in with the mindset we are going to play hard, and I have to give 
credit to that team. That was a good team. We just wanted to play a complete 
game.”  

 

17 – Tyler Russell – Sr. – QB  
On the offense executing no matter who was playing … 
“It doesn’t really matter who is our quarterback. Coach Mullen calls in a play 
and we execute it.” 

 

15 – Dak Prescott – So. – QB  
On the last drive … 
“We moved the ball well. We did some good things, but we also shot ourselves 
in the foot on some things. We just have to get better.” 

 

27 – LaDarius Perkins – Sr. – RB  
On tonight ... 
“I felt pretty good tonight. I stayed a little irritated but I kept going. As I kept 
going, I kept getting stronger and stronger.” 

On scoring a touchdown ... 
“Oh it felt good. But the main thing is that we won; that is what I was really 
focused on during the game.”  

MISSISSIPPI	  STATE	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Oct.	  12,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Bowling	  Green	  

	  



 

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the comeback in the second half ... 
“Like I told the team, I’m disappointed that we didn’t win but that’s the only 
thing I’m disappointed with. Our effort was outstanding, our preparation was 
great and I thought our kids played their hearts out. We came up one point 
short.” 
 
On first-half offensive struggles ... 
“We didn’t really struggle, we just dropped a few passes. We catch the one pass 
down the sideline and if we catch the other one down the sideline, this may 
have been a different outcome. I thought we protected well.  
 
“We had a good mix of run and pass. We just dropped a few balls.  
 
On emotions changing tides ... 
“Things changed at halftime when we kicked that field goal. I thought at 
halftime we had a lot of momentum. We came out in the second half and went 
right down the field, but we missed a field goal. We got the ball right back and 
scored a touchdown. It was a one point game with 20 minutes left.” 
 
On possibly going for two to tie the game ... 
“I did, but usually I start going for two in the fourth quarter. I wanted to keep 
us in the game. I didn’t want to not get it and then have MSU score to go up 
nine and make it a two-score game. I thought about it, but I just thought there 
was too much time left. If it was inside the fourth quarter, we probably would 
have gone for two.” 
 
On the fourth quarter offensive drives ... 
“I think we were holding up upfront. We dropped too many balls tonight. If we 
catch everything that we should catch then perhaps it’s a different outcome.  
 
“When you play a team like this you have to execute at a high level. When you 
have chances to make big plays you have got to make them. I thought we left a 
couple plays on the field simply through dropped passes.”  

HEAD	  COACH	  DAVE	  CLAWSON	  QUOTES	  
Oct.	  12,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Bowling	  Green	  

	  



	   	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 – Matt Johnson – So. – QB 
On the offensive play in the second half … 
“We just started to execute more offensively. We called the same plays we were 
to start the game, but we just performed them at a higher level. The line gave 
me more time and the receivers played extremely well, especially against the 
SEC corners.” 
 
On a particular turning point in the game … 
“I don’t think it was any particular play, but that drive at the end of the second 
quarter where we were able to get three points helped us carry it over into the 
second half. We were able to move the ball on our opening drive of the second 
half and for the rest of the night.” 
 
On playing close late in the game … 
“Coach told us to keep it close, and at the end, all we wanted was a shot. We 
gave ourselves that shot. Unfortunately, we just came up a little short, but the 
team played well offensively and defensively.” 
 
On the general emotion of the game … 
“This game showed us we could play with anybody. We came down to an SEC 
program and we fought with them for four quarters. We knew we could going 
in, but it was nice we were able to prove it to the rest of the country. We 
wanted to show them the Indiana game was a fluke, and that that’s not what 
Bowling Green football is. This game is what we are about, and we have to 
carry the momentum from this game into our next game.” 
 
51 – Taylor Royster – So. – DL 
On the feeling of the defense after MSU’s first drives … 
“We knew they were good and that we had to come out and play tougher on 
defense, and that’s exactly what we did. We didn’t do anything different, but we 
came out more focused. 
 
On being able to play against MSU … 
“After the first drive, we knew could play with them. We had some 
miscommunications early on, but after that, we came out and tightened it up.” 

BOWLING	  GREEN	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Oct.	  12,	  2013	  
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On tackling … 
“Tackling was one of our biggest nemeses tonight and we didn’t tackle as well 
as we wanted to. But we played hard and showed a great effort. That’s all you 
could ask for.” 
 
On the emotion after the game … 
“We like to win. Everyone likes to win, but the fact that we came down to SEC 
country and lost by one point to a really good team gives us confidence for the 
rest of the season.”  
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