
• Head coach Dan Mullen became the third coach in school history to win 50 games (50-33) and owns the highest winning percentage by a 
MSU coach since 1948 (.602, minimum three years as head coach).

• The Bulldogs scored a touchdown on offense, defense and special teams all in the same game for the first time since Oct. 14, 2006 versus 
Jacksonville State (1 pick six, 1 punt return, 1 passing and 2 rushing). 

• Mississippi State improved to 4-1 all-time against Troy, including a 3-1 mark in Starkville (three straight wins).
• MSU has won the last two games against the Trojans by a combined score of 107-24.
• Mullen improved to 27-5 in non-conference games.
• MSU improved to 28-3-2 all-time against members of the Sun Belt Conference (Mullen 5-0).
• The Bulldogs have won 10 straight regular-season games against non-conference teams.
• State has outscored its opponents 48-12 in the fourth quarter through six games this season with zero touchdowns allowed (Best in SEC).
• Mullen’s team won the turnover battle for the first time this season (+2).
• State is tied for the best record in the SEC over the last 22 games (17-5; Alabama & Missouri had yet to kick off as of 6:30 p.m. CT Saturday).
• The Maroon and White have won 10 of their last 11 home games and are 20-4 (.833) at home the last four seasons.
• MSU scored a touchdown 36 seconds into the game, the fastest time since Wayne Madkin threw an 82-yard touchdown pass to Terrell 

Grindle 25 seconds into the Oct. 21, 2000 game at LSU.
• State’s 15.0 tackles for loss were the most since tallying 15.0 against Alcorn State on Oct. 2, 2010.
• MSU’s 104 total tackles made were the most since being credited with 127 tackles against Texas A&M on Nov. 3, 2012.
• Fred Ross’s punt return for a touchdown was MSU’s first since Johnthan Banks returned one 65 yards for a score versus UT Martin on Nov. 

5, 2011.
• Nelson Adams’ fumble recovery for a touchdown was MSU’s first defensive score since linebacker Christian Holmes forced a fumble and 

returned it 51 yards for a touchdown on Nov. 22, 2014 versus Vanderbilt.
• State’s 38-0 halftime lead marked the most points and the biggest lead at the half by MSU since a 45-7 halftime lead against Troy at Davis 

Wade Stadium on Sept. 21, 2013.
• MSU’s defense held Troy’s offense to no gain or a loss on 19 of the Trojans’ 37 first-half plays
• The Bulldogs improved to 45-1 under Dan Mullen when leading at halftime (4-29 when trailing).
• MSU now has 18 plays of 30-plus yards and 13 plays of 40-plus yards. Both rank second in the Southeastern Conference.

POSTGAME NOTES
GAME SIX  •  TROY (1-4) AT MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-2)  •  OCT. 10, 2015  •  DAVIS WADE STADIUM

• With one passing touchdown, senior quarterback Dak Prescott tied Florida’s Rex Grossman (2000-02) for 10th all-time in SEC history with 
83 career touchdowns responsible for.

• Prescott is the only active FBS player with at least 6,000 career passing yards and 2,000 career rushing yards.
• Prescott has attempted 231 straight passes without an interception, the longest active streak in the nation and the third-longest streak in 

SEC history. 
• Junior defensive end A.J. Jefferson has had at least one tackle for loss in seven straight games, racking up 12 TFL during that stretch.
• Junior linebacker Richie Brown has tallied 54 tackles through six games, the most by a Bulldog since first-team All-SEC linebacker Quinton 

Culberson totaled 54 tackles through the first six games of the 2006 season. 
• Sophomore kicker Westin Graves is the first MSU kicker since at least 1990 to start the season 7 for 7 on field goal attempts.
• Graves is the first MSU kicker to make four field goals of 40-plus yards in a single season since Devon Bell in 2012. 
• Junior wide receiver De’Runnya Wilson caught his 15th career touchdown pass in the first half, giving him sole possession of fourth place 

all-time in career touchdown receptions at MSU. 
• Junior defensive tackle Nelson Adams, redshirt freshman left tackle Elgton Jenkins, redshirt freshman strong safety Brandon Bryant and 

junior running back Brandon Holloway all made their first career start.
• Jenkins became the first freshman offensive lineman to start for MSU on offense since Justin Malone started four games at right guard in 

2012.
• Bryant became the first freshman safety to start for MSU on defense since Deontay Evans did so against Rice in the Liberty Bowl on Dec. 31, 

2013.
• Bryant notched his first career forced fumble in the first quarter, leading to Adams’ first career touchdown on the fumble recovery.
• Senior defensive end Ryan Brown registered a career-high 3.5 tackles for loss.
• Junior wide receiver Fred Ross’ 77-yard punt return for a touchdown in the first quarter was the first of his career.
• Ross’ 35 receptions through six games are the most since Justin Jenkins had 40 catches through the first six games of the 2003 season.
• Redshirt freshman linebacker Gerri Green finished with his first career double-digit tackle performance (11).
• Joining Green with career highs in tackles were Jamoral Graham (7), Tolando Cleveland (7, tied), J.T. Gray (7), Ryan Brown (7) and Nick 

James (5).
• Junior linebacker Beniquez Brown recorded his first interception of the season and the third of his career.
• Sophomore punter Logan Cooke booted a career-long 65-yard punt in the second quarter, MSU’s longest since senior punter Devon Bell 

tallied a 70-yard punt on Sept. 13, 2014 at South Alabama.

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES



HOME COACH QUOTES 
Oct. 10, 2015 
Troy vs. Mississippi State 

 
Mississippi State Head Coach Dan Mullen 

 

Opening Statement… 
“I was pleased with our plays out there today, but I do think our execution needs to be much 

cleaner. We weren’t great on third downs today, but overall it was a great game. (Nick) 

Fitz(gerald) did a great job today. Dak (Prescott) has been sick all day so he didn’t do any walk 

throughs and we got some medicine in him and had him take a nap, but he wasn’t getting any 

better. Then Fitz got the call that he’d be running the walk throughs all this morning and to be 

ready to go. Dak really wanted to start because he’s the ultimate competitor and I did think that if 

he started it would take some of the edge off of Fitz. All in all, it was a great win, when you look 

at it 50 percent of the people playing today are losing, so we will take it and it’s a good way to 

start off this home stretch.” 

 

 

On Fred Ross becoming an explosive player… 

“I’ve always said he’s a great player, and this year he’s made some great plays catching the ball 

down the field. He always does a great job in the open field with the ball in his hands. He can 

beat you in his route run but he can also catch it and beat you in the run as well. I’m very pleased 

with his development.” 

 

 

On the defense becoming stronger… 

“I told them I wanted to step on the field and get after people, and today we had a lot of guys 

playing nasty defense. I’ve noticed progression in practice this week, and I keep seeing it get 

better and better. That is the type of defense I expect us to play. Now they can look back at the 

film and know what they’re doing better so they can build up from there.” 

  



 

 

HOME PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 10, 2015 
Troy vs. Mississippi State 

 
 

 

QB – Nick Fitzgerald – Fr. 

On having confidence in his receivers… 

“We have a fantastic core of receivers. They are always getting open and putting themselves in 

great positions. Bear (De’Runnya Wilson) made some great plays for me. I saw them open and 

thought I trust that they’re going to make a great play and they did.” 

 

On what was going through your head when you found out Dak (Prescott) might not play… 

“We are roommates, so he woke up this morning and told me he was throwing up all night. Then 

it hit me that this was time to get ready to go and that I might start. My mindset somewhat 

switched. I did the whole walk through and got focused. I studied a little harder during our down 

time. I didn’t end up starting, but I got a lot of reps.” 

 

 

LB – A.J. Jefferson – Jr. 

On celebrating and playing with personality… 

“Coach (David) Turner always tells me I have to get the team going and be the juice. I love 

playing football. So I mean whenever I get the chance to make a play, I feel like it’s the best 

thing in the world.” 

 

On setting the tone they wanted to start the game with… 

“It’s all about who decides to step up and not wait for someone else to make the play and doing it 

themselves.” 

 

 

WR – Fred Ross – Jr. 

On making plays after the catch… 
“I am just trying to do whatever it takes to put my team in the best situation. Dak did a good job 

on that play carrying out the fake and getting the defense off of him. Bear also did a great job on 

the perimeter block, which made my job easy. All I had to do was catch it and score.” 

 

On what he enjoys more, catching a touchdown pass or returning a punt… 

“I kind of like the punt. It was especially a big deal there. It was a huge motivation for me.” 



 

 

VISITING COACH QUOTES 
Oct. 10, 2015 
Troy vs. Mississippi State 

 
 

Troy Head Coach Neal Brown 

 

Opening Statement… 
“Well let me start by saying if we had this discussion at halftime it would be a whole other theme 

in this press conference. We came out and really got overwhelmed and I think it showed two 

areas their defensive line is going to make money. Also, we started a true freshman at right 

guard, which makes us have inexperience there. Special teams have been the bright part of our 

season so far. We just made some miscues and we got overwhelmed by their team’s speed. They 

have the speed and not just the speed, but length that we are looking for we would like to be 

almost a mirror image as far as length on defense. We came in at halftime and questioned if our 

guys fought in the first half. So many bad things happened early and I challenged them and asked 

them “what are we about as a program?” I feel like it could be a defining moment and our guys 

came out and competed. I am not proud of the score, but proud of the players in that locker 

room.” 

 

On penalties and turnovers in this level… 
“I thought that was a pretty clean football game and well-officiated game. I could have done 

without the extracurricular activities from each sides, but we challenged our players to play hard 

and play through the whistle. The interception should not have been thrown, but when you throw 

that many times in a game the percentages are higher.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

VISITING PLAYER QUOTES 
Oct. 10, 2015 
Troy vs. Mississippi State 

 
 

 

QB – Dontreal Pruitt – Sr. 

On being able to play in his home state… 

“ I was just kind of grateful for the opportunity to come out and lead the team. I haven’t had 

many chances, but I feel like we came out and accepted the challenge in the second half. ” 

 

On preparing to be the quarterback when not the starter… 

“You just have to keep coming out to practice and preparing like you’re going to be the starter. 

When one man goes down, the next man has to step up. ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



TROY  POSTGAME  NOTES
TROY (1-4, 0-1) 17,  Mississippi  State  (3-3, 1-2) 45

TROY CAPTAINS
• Troy’s captains for today’s game were Tyler Roberts (DE), Justin Lucas (LB), Dalton Bennett (OL), Dontreal Pruitt (QB). 

SERIES NOTES
• Troy and Missisippi State met for the fifth time. Mississippi State holds a 4-1 lead in the series after today’s 45-17 win. 
• Troy (2-3) lost the toss. Mississippi State elected to recieve in the first. 

OFFENSIVE NOTES
• Freshman Deondre Douglas caught a career-high six receptions for a career-high 35 yards. 
• Senior quarterback Dallas Tidwell completed a season-high two passes, including a season-long eight yard pass.
• Senior quarterback Dontreal Pruitt compelted his first pass of the season. Pruitt went 12-of-17 on the day for 90 yards in 
the air while rushing for 56 yards.
• Senior quarterback Dontreal Pruitt scored his second career touchdown on a 5-yard rush in the third quarter. 
• Senior running back Brandon Burks scored his ninth career rushing touchdown on a 74-yard run, a career-high rush, in 
the third quarter.
• Brandon Burks’ 74-yard run was the longest run by a Trojan since Kenny Cattouse’s 88-yard rush against Florida 
International on Oct. 06, 2007. 
• Senior wide receiver Bryan Holmes caught five passes for 34 yards; he now has 85 career receptions which ranks 19th in 
Troy’s record books. He now has 1,300 yards receving in his career, which ranks 18th in Troy history. 
• Senior runningback Brandon Burks rushed for 86 yards; he now has 1,664 career rushing yards, which ranks 16th in Troy’s 
all-time leader board. 
• The Trojans remained perfect as they went 2-of-2 inside the red zone today; Prior to today, Troy was one of just six teams 
with perfect red zone execution.

DEFENSIVE NOTES
• Junior linebacker Justin Lucas made his first start of his career. 
• Freshman safety Cedarius Rookard made his first start of his career; he picked up a career-high six tackles.
• The Troy defense has totaled 17 quarterback hurries through five games. Last sesaon, Troy totaled eight all year; Tyler 
Roberts leads the team with four. The Trojans have four quarterback hurries against the Bulldogs.
• Senior defensive end Tyler Roberts was credited with one tackle for loss; he now ranks ninth in Troy history with 29.5 
tackles for loss, passing Boris Lee. 
•  Senior defensive end Tyler Roberts picked up a 2-yard loss on his one TFL, which moves him into a tie for 10th place in 
Troy’s record books with 122 tackle for loss yards.

SPECIAL TEAMS NOTES
• Deondre Douglas’ 44-yard kickoff return was the first of his career and the longest kickoff return for the Trojans this 
season. 
• Robert Johnson recovered an onside kick in the third quarter. It was Troy’s first successful on-side kick since Sept. 22, 
2012, at North Texas/
• Junior punter Ryan Kay had eight punts for 326, including a career-long 50-yard punt; He now has 96 career punt attempts 
which rnks 11th in Troy history; he now has punted for 3,799 yards, which ranks 11th in Troy history; he is also averaging 
39.6 yards per punt, which ranks ninth in Troy recordbooks 
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