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•	 Mississippi	State	is	4-0	for	the	first	time	since	1999	and	is	off	to	a	perfect	mark	after	four	weeks	for	the	sixth	time	in	school	history	
and	only	the	second	time	since	1965.

•	 The	Bulldogs	won	their	14th-straight	non-conference	game,	the	second-longest	streak	in	school	history	behind	MSU’s	school-record	
18-game	streak	against	non-league	foes	from	1941-47.

•	 State’s	six-game	overall	winning	streak	ties	the	2010	mark	for	the	longest	overall	winning	streak	since	winning	the	first	eight	games	
of	the	1999	season.

•	 The	Bulldog	offense	has	scored	144	points	through	its	first	four	games,	its	highest	point	total	through	the	first	four	games	of	the	
season	since	the	1944	squad	dropped	159	in	its	first	four	games.

•	 The	53	points	allowed	by	State	through	the	first	four	games	is	the	lowest	total	allowed	through	the	first	four	contests	of	a	MSU	sea-
son	since	the	1999	team	held	opponents	to	28	total	points.

•	 Mississippi	State’s	defense	has	given	up	only	two	touchdowns	in	its	last	16	quarters	(240	minutes)	at	home.
•	 Dan	Mullen	is	now	20-1	when	winning	the	turnover	battle,	improving	to	a	FBS-leading	plus-13	this	season	in	turnover	margin.
•	 Head	Coach	Dan	Mullen	bettered	his	record	to	24-0	when	leading	after	three	quarters,	while	the	Bulldogs	won	their	28th-straight	

contest	when	holding	a	lead	entering	the	final	period.	
•	 Mississippi	State	has	outscored	its	opponents,171-35,	in	the	first	half	during	its	last	eight	wins.
•	 Davis	Wade	Stadium	recorded	its	19th-straight	sellout	with	a	sellout	crowd	of	55,186	in	attendance.

POSTGAME NOTES

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES

•	 All-American	defensive	back	Johnthan	Banks	notched	his	15th-career	interception,	one	away	from	tying	Walt	Harris’	school	record	
as	well	as	the	active	FBS	lead.	Banks	also	broke	Derek	Pegues’	school	record	of	241	set	from	2005-08	(274)	and	currently	ranks	first	
among	active	FBS	players	in	that	category.

•	 Junior	running	back	LaDarius	Perkins	has	scored	five	rushing	touchdowns	in	the	first	four	games	of	2012	after	rushing	for	five	total	
in	his	first	two	season	for	the	Maroon	and	White	(26	games).	Thanks	to	a	season-long	44-yard	scoring	play,	Perkins	now	rushed	for	a	
touchdown	in	every	game	this	season.

•	 Junior	safety	Nickoe	Whitley	tallied	a	career-long	66-yard	interception	return,	the	longest	by	a	MSU	player	since	a	72-yard	pick	six	by	
Darius	Slay	at	Georgia	on	Oct.	1,	2011.

•	 Freshman	kicker	Devon	Bell	became	the	first	MSU	kicker	since	Sean	Brauchle	at	Vanderbilt	on	Sept.	19,	2009,	to	make	two	field	goals	
of	40-plus	yards.	Bell’s	12	total	points	scored	were	the	most	by	a	MSU	kicker	since	Derek	DePasquale	had	17	vs.	UAB	on	Oct.	23,	2010.

•	 Before	getting	picked	off	in	the	second	quarter,	junior	quarterback	Tyler	Russell	tied	Wesley	Carroll’s	school	record	set	in	2007	of	
137-straight	attempts	without	an	interception.

•	 Sophomore	defensive	lineman	Preston	Smith	has	tallied	2.0	sacks	in	his	last	three	games	after	recording	none	in	his	first	10	career	
games	as	a	Bulldog.

•	 Senior	wide	receiver	Arceto	Clark	hauled	in	a	career-long	46-yard	pass,	while	fellow	senior	receiver	Brandon	Heavens’		55	receiving	
yards	marked	the	second-highest	output	of	his	career	behind	his	112	yards	vs.	Memphis	in	the	2010	season	opener.

•	 Junior	punter	Baker	Swedenburg	booted	four	punts	for	a	47.0	average,	including	a	season-long	53-yard	punt.
•	 Outland	Trophy	and	Lombardi	Award	watch	list	member	Gabe	Jackson	has	started	all	30	games	of	his	career,	marking	the	longest	

streak	on	the	team.
•	 Senior	defensive	lineman	Dewayne	Cherrington	and	redshirt	freshman	linebacker	Benardrick	McKinney	made	their	first	career	starts		

tonight.
•	 McKinney	has	registered	eight	tackles	in	each	of	his	last	two	games.
•	 Redshirt	freshman	defensive	back	Taveze	Calhoun	recorded	his	first	career	forced	fumble	in	the	fourth	quarter.

Game Four • South Alabama (1-3, 0-0 Sun Belt) at Mississippi State (4-0, 1-0 SEC)  •  Saturday, Sept. 22, 2012  • Davis Wade Stadium



HEAD COACH DAN MULLEN QUOTES 
Sept. 22, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. South Alabama 

 
Opening Statement: 
“It’s a great win. We’re 4-0 with a bye week next week. We’re going to leave the 
month of September 4-0, which will put us in a position we want to be in.  
We’ve got a lot of improving we’ve got to do on both sides of the ball. We’ll get a 
lot of that fixed in the bye week next week. I wasn’t real happy with our overall 
performance today, but 50 percent of the people in the country are very sad 
right now, and we get to be happy. South Alabama, give them credit, they 
played hard. Their kids played hard and they’re building a good program down 
there, and they showed that tonight with how they competed on the field.” 
 
On the first-half offense: 
“We weren’t throwing the ball very well. It was just sloppy. Bad play calls. 
When you get these games, you want to come out and play sharp and play 
crisp, and we didn’t do that in the first-half at all. We went backwards a lot. To 
me, Tyler was just off a little bit tonight. We put a lot on him. When we’re not 
throwing the ball well, to come up with a win is still big.” 
 
On Devon Bell: 
“He was perfect tonight on kicks. I wanted to give Charlie a shot—We were up 
and Devon had done pretty well… Just keep building those other guys in case 
there’s issue. All of his misses were easy misses.” 



MISSISSIPPI STATE PLAYER QUOTES 
Sept. 22, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. South Alabama 

 
13 – Johnthan Banks –Sr. –CB  
 
On being surprised by his interception: 

“I wasn’t surprised. That’s what I do. I am not trying to be cocky, but that is 
what Coach Mullen, Coach Smith and Coach Wilson expect me to do. I have to 

make plays, and the other team ought to know that if you throw it around me 
five or six times, I am going to get one of them.” 

 
On the halftime locker room atmosphere: 

“Coach is always poised. He may have been embarrassed at half, but he is 

always poised when he talks to us. He comes in there and speaks the truth, 
and that is what I like and respect about him.” 

 
40 –Devon Bell–Fr. –K  
 
On his struggles earlier in the season: 

“Coach tells me after every single kick, ‘I know you can make that.’ He knew 
that as a true freshman coming in and kicking, that I was going to struggle a 

little bit, but he is patient with that and now I’m good.” 
 
On his first three misses of the season: 

“It was mainly because of technical stuff: over-rotating, my plant foot being in 
the wrong place, dipping my shoulder, little things like that. Getting that field 

goal at Troy really got the monkey off my back and gave me some confidence.” 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



JOEY JONES QUOTES 
Sept. 22, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. South Alabama 

 
Opening Statement: 
“I am really proud of this football team. There are a lot of things we can work 
on for sure. I saw a lot of heart on that football field tonight. I told the team in 
the locker room that I can handle that.” 
 
On Overall Performance of the Game: 
“To be able to play with teams like Mississippi State, we have to get better. We 
are a young team. We are trying to learn and fight our way through these 
games. Nobody is going to feel sorry for us because we are a new program.” 
 
On Special Teams: 
“Special teams were not as good as it has been. We gave them a lot of good field 
position. The coverage needs to improve, but that is something that we will look 
at tomorrow on film and get it fixed.” 
 
 



SOUTH ALABAMA PLAYER QUOTES 
Sept. 22, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. South Alabama 

 
11 –Jereme Jones –So. –WR  
 
On offensive performance: 
“We took a huge step forward playing against an SEC team that’s ranked. We 
fought well. It’s disappointing that we didn’t come out with the W, but we are 
still learning and we should have things straight by next week.” 
 
On setting school record for consecutive games with a catch: 
“It puts me up there with some of the best receivers to play here. It’s important 
to me, but I’m more focused on our win-loss record.” 
 
2 –Ross Metheny –Jr. –QB 
 
On team’s performance: 
“We had a tough opponent in Mississippi State. We’re so close offensively. We 
missed some opportunities in the first half down the field, but we came back in 
the second half and kept fighting. We see where we are so close, and we just 
need to work on finishing and working together and we will be alright.” 
 
On team’s game-to-game improvement: 
“Every time you get reps in this new offense it’s a confidence builder. We’ve 
done some good things in all of our games, but unfortunately we’ve had too 
many mistakes. The product is there, we just need to start capitalizing and 
putting it together.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


