
• Mississippi State improved to 16-3 under head coach Dan Mullen in regular-season non-conference games.
• With the victory, the Bulldogs snapped a four-game losing streak in night games and earned their third-straight home victory in 

the process.
• By winning, MSU improved to 26-3-2 against current members of the Sun Belt Conference.
• The Bulldogs scored 45 points in the first half, the most in a half in the modern era (since 1950), and their second-most ever. 

MSU tallied 49 in the second half against Murray State on Nov. 2, 1946.
• The 35 second-quarter points were the most in the modern era (since 1950), and the second-most ever. The squad scored 40 

in the third frame against Howard College on Nov. 18, 1910.
• The 62 total points by the Bulldogs were tied for the 13th most in program history and were the most since tallying 66 against 

Tulane on Oct. 22, 1994. 
• In the three previous meetings with Troy, the Bulldogs had never scored more than 30 points in a contest.
• In two home games, Mississippi State has outscored the competition 82-7 in the first half, including a 56-0 advantage in the 

second quarter.
• The Bulldogs had two players rush for a touchdown, throw for a touchdown and receive a touchdown pass in the game in soph-

omore quarterback Dak Prescott and junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis. 
• MSU scored on all seven of its first-half possessions and its first of the second half before a missed field goal snapped the string.
• With the Bulldogs’ 316 yards passing, Mississippi State has topped the 200-yard aerial plateau in 15 of the last 16 contests.
• Mississippi State averaged 18.6 yards a completion against the Trojans.
• MSU recorded 551 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 14th time in the last 17 games.
• The Bulldogs have recorded 1,522 yards of total offense in the last three games, an average of 507.3 yards per contest.
• In two home games, the Bulldogs have racked up 1,107 yards of total offense.
• MSU’s 551 yards of total offense were the 14th most in a game in program history and the second most this year after totaling 

556 versus Alcorn State. 
• Mississippi State has scored during 17 of its last 19 trips to the redzone, cashing in 13 touchdowns (12 rushing).
• The Bulldogs entered the contest seven-for-29 on third-down tries, but went eight-for-12 versus the Trojans (66.7 percent).
• After yielding 4.0 sacks in the season opener against Oklahoma State, the offensive line has stiffened and surrendered just 2.0 

quarterback drops in the last three games.
• MSU did not turn the ball over and has coughed it up just once in the last three games.
• The MSU defense forced six three-and-outs during the contest and has caused 16 in the last three contests (5.3 per game).
• All four of Troy’s second-half possessions resulted in three-and-outs.
• Mississippi State finished with two forced turnovers (interception, fumble recovery), making it six times in the last seven games 

the Bulldogs have created two or more turnovers.
• Mississippi State finished with a season-high four pass breakups.
• MSU held Troy to just 186 total yards. The Trojans entered the contest averaging 547 yards a contest, good for 14th in the 

country. It was the first time Troy did not reach the 200-yard plateau since Oct. 15, 2011, versus Louisiana-Monroe (126 yards). 
• Troy recorded just 47 rushing yards. The Mississippi State defense had held three of this season’s four opponents to 120 or 

fewer rushing yards.
• MSU has held its last three opponents to 13-for-41 on third down (31.7 percent). 
• The Bulldogs are 15-2 when holding an opponent to fewer than 100 rushing yards under Mullen and have won the last 12 con-

tests when holding the foe under the century mark.
• Mississippi State registered its first defensive touchdown since the 2012 season opener against Jackson state with Jamerson 

Love’s 70-yard interception return for a score on the opening drive of the contest. 
• Love’s interception return is the 11th pick taken back for a touchdown under Mullen.
• The Bulldogs have picked off three passes in the last two games. 
• MSU tallied seven tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 27.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 6.8 TFL a game this 

season.
• Mississippi State forced a Troy fumble in the redzone during the Trojans’ second drive of the contest, marking the first time in 

2013 an opponent was held without points when reaching the redzone. 
• Mississippi State committed just three penalties for 30 yards and have totaled only 11 flags for 88 yards in the last three weeks.
• MSU’s average starting field position for the contest was its own 41-yard line. 
• The Bulldogs did not punt once in the contest, the first time MSU did not punt since Oct. 3, 2009, against Georgia Tech.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott scored on a 36-yard reception, 22-yard run and 11-yard run and also threw a 50-yard 
TD pass. He has accounted for nine TDs in the last three weeks and has had a ground score in each of the last three games. 

• Prescott became the first Bulldog to score three touchdowns in a game since last year’s contest against Troy, when Chad 
Bumphis caught three TD passes.

• Prescott picked up 53 rushing yards, giving him 186 in the last two contests.
• Junior wide receiver Jameon Lewis caught two passes for 96 yards. So far this season, he has tallied 12 receptions for 248 

yards, surpassing his 2012 totals of 10 catches and 108 receiving yards.
• After his 50-yard receiving touchdown in the second quarter, Lewis has scored a TD in three-straight weeks (31-yard reception/

Alcorn State; 14-yard run/Auburn).
• The 50-yard TD reception was the team’s longest passing touchdown of the campaign.
• Lewis returned a kickoff 19 yards in the first quarter, pushing him over 1,000 career kickoff return yards. He ended the night with 

1,014 career kickoff return yards. 
• Lewis threw the first touchdown pass of his career in the second quarter, hooking up with Prescott for a 36-yard score.
• Lewis has now thrown, rushed, caught and returned a kick for a touchdown in his career.
• Junior wide receiver Robert Johnson remained on a hot streak, catching three balls for 30 yards after hauling in four passes 

for 84 yards at Auburn a week ago. 
• This season, Johnson has caught 10 passes for 158 yards. Entering the campaign, he owned 21 career receptions for 206 

yards.
• Junior tight end Brandon Hill hauled in a career-long 38-yard reception in the second quarter.
• Redshirt freshman Brandon Holloway caught a career-high three passes for 41 yards.
• Freshman running back Ashton Shumpert has rushed for 126 yards and two touchdowns in a pair of home games this year.
• Junior cornerback Jamerson Love recorded his first interception of the year and second of his career, returning it 70 yards for 

a touchdown. The runback was tied for the 12th longest in program history.
• Junior linebacker Matthew Wells registered his first sack of the season, stopping Deon Anthony for a three-yard loss in the first 

quarter and forcing a fumble on the play. Wells has two career sacks and two career forced fumbles.
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith recorded his first tackle for a loss of the campaign, dropping Eric Thomas for a six-yard 

loss on the initial offensive play of the contest.
• After recording 10 tackles in the first two games, sophomore linebacker Bernardrick McKinney has recorded 14 during the last 

two contests with a team-best nine against Auburn and a squad-high five versus Troy.
• McKinney returned a fumble 26 yards in the opening quarter. It was his second career fumble recovery, and the first returned 

for yardage after falling on one in the home finale in 2012 against Arkansas.
• Redshirt freshman defensive end A.J. Jefferson recorded a half tackle for lost yardage. He has at least a half TFL in each of 

the last three games.
• Redshirt freshman defensive tackle Nelson Adams tallied a personal-best two tackles. 
• Sophomore kicker Devon Bell set a career high with seven points after touchdowns converted.
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 43rd-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (44).
• Senior center Dylan Holley earned his first career start. 



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“That was a great team effort for our guys and I was very pleased in how our 
guys played tonight. On defense, that was a heck of a job to hold a team like 
Troy to 186 yards. That was a pretty special performance by our defense.  
 
“We are really proud of those guys, especially because we have had a bunch of 
injuries on defense. We have had guys banged up, but the next guy is always 
willing to step in and is ready to go play.  
 
“On offense I think we were pretty efficient throughout most of the night. One 
of the things I challenged our team on is that I felt we would improve from 
week one to week two, week two to week three and so on. I felt we had a great 
practice this last week, and I thought we would improve from week three to 
four and I think it showed on the field. With a young group of guys we need to 
continue to improve.  
 
“We are going to watch this film; there will be a lot of things we will have to 
correct. The perception is that we might have all the answers right now, but the 
reality is we will have some things to improve on like we did last week. This 
week we will have a smile on our face after getting a win at home.  
 
“Our crowd gave us home-field advantage tonight and they have done that a 
lot. We’ve had now 25-consecutive sellouts where we have had that home field 
advantage. It was great to get a win and go into our bye week. We will hopefully 
get healed up and get our guys ready to go against LSU here in two weeks.”   
 
On defensive pressure … 
“I thought our pressure was huge. If he (quarterback Corey Robinson) gets on a 
rhythm he will tear you up, he is as good of a passing quarterback as anyone 
in college football today. What our defense was able to do was not let him get in 
a rhythm. It was huge to get some pressure on him, make him throw some 
uncomfortable throws and I thought our secondary did a good job hanging in 
there and covering.” 
 
On the importance of an early lead … 
“You have to get that momentum when you have a young team. When you get 
off to a fast start, you can just feel it on the sideline. The players just look 
around and say, ‘I guess I should act excited.’”  

HEAD	  COACH	  DAN	  MULLEN	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  21,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Troy	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
61 – Gabe Jackson – Sr. – OL 
 
On what it meant to score early ... 
“Man it felt a lot better because last year we went to the wire with it. We came 
out with a better start and foot in and got the game in hand early.” 

On setting up Dak Prescott for touchdowns ...  
“He pretty much did it on his own. He is a very good quarterback. He took the 
game in his hands and did what he had to do and made plays. 

On the play of the offensive line ... 
“I believe we are making small leaps, not large leaps. We’re doing well in 
practice everyday and working on things we have messed up in previous days.” 

 
22 – Matthew Wells – Jr. – LB 
 
On the strong performance in the second quarter ... 

“We just never let up and kept flying around and being positive.” 

On the confidence this win gives going into a bye week ... 

“We just have to keep going and prepare. It gives us a little more time to 
prepare for LSU but we have to keep improving.” 

 
15 – Dak Prescott – SO. – QB 
 
On the play call that led to his touchdown catch ... 

“I told them, everything better go the right way. I got excited.” 

On starting the last couple games ... 

“It’s good for experience. I just try to go out there and help my team. You know, 
get them going and play well.”	    

MISSISSIPPI	  STATE	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  21,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Troy	  



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“I have said this all along, when you go to an SEC town you usually find SEC 
teams, coaches and players. We found them and they are a good football team. 
I don’t know how good everyone else is in the league is but I’m glad we don’t 
play against a SEC team every week.  
 
“We have to find out who we are because we really don’t know who we are right 
now. We don’t matchup very well up front against them on either side of the 
ball. Our guys are pretty good on the defensive front, but I think we were over 
matched.  
 
“Their defensive line over matched us, which caused problems in protection 
and trying to run the ball. It was one of those nights where we couldn’t get 
anything done.”   
 
On fake punt in first half … 
“We have a rugby punt and he rolled out with virtually nobody home. I don’t 
know what the down and distance was, but it’s supposed to be around or less 
than four to go.  
 
“If you think you can get the first down, get it but you better get it. He didn’t 
quite make it. He was trying to help his team win and made a mistake.”  
 
On moving on to next game … 
“The only way to get over it is to get back to work and win a game. We have 
Duke coming up and then South Alabama at home for homecoming. The only 
way to get over it is to do something good.”   

HEAD	  COACH	  LARRY	  BLAKENEY	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  21,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Troy	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
35 – Mark Wilson – Jr. – LB 
 
On the most disappointing thing about the game … 
“Just losing. And losing the way we did. We’re a better team than this. We’ve 
played a whole lot better in the past. It’s part of football, but it’s a 
heartbreaking loss.” 
 
 
6 – Corey Robinson – Sr. QB 
 
On Troy’s performance … 
“We got embarrassed. We didn’t play a good football game at all. We just got 
embarrassed. We got taken out behind the woodshed and got embarrassed. 
That’s about it.” 
 
On responding from the loss … 
“Luckily they aren’t in our conference. Taking a loss like that is tough, no 
matter who you lose to. We’re just going to have to regroup and start over 
fresh.  
 
“Coach Mullen has done a great job with their team. He’s one of the best 
coaches in college. Good luck to them, and hopefully we can turn things 
around.” 
 
On Troy’s offensive struggles … 
“We needed to get a couple of drives going and it seemed like we would come 
up a yard short here and there. They had a good plan for us and obviously we 
still shot ourselves in the foot. We had some guys not doing the right things, 
including myself. I’m not blaming it on anybody, but it was a total team effort 
in this loss.” 

TROY	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  21,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Troy	  
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