
• With the Bulldogs’ 213 yards passing, Mississippi State has topped the 200-yard aerial plateau in 14 of the last 15 contests.
• MSU recorded 415 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 13th time in the last 16 games.
• The Bulldogs have recorded 971 yards of total offense in the last two games, an average of 485.5 yards per contest.
• After a one-for-two redzone performance during the opener against Oklahoma State, the Bulldogs have scored during 11 of their 

last 12 trips to the redzone, cashing in nine touchdowns (eight rushing).
• Mississippi State’s loss despite leading after three quarters snapped the team’s 39-game winning streak when ahead after three 

periods. It was the first loss of head coach Dan Mullen’s tenure when leading after three quarters (29-1).
• With the 0:45 scoring drive in the first quarter, Mississippi State has three scoring drives in the last two games lasting under a 

minute.
• After going seven-of-29 on third-down conversions during the first two games of the year, Mississippi State converted five-of-15 

third-down tries against Auburn.
• In the last two weeks, opponents have converted just nine-of-29 third-down attempts.
• The Mississippi State defense forced two three-and-outs during the contest, raising its season total to 12, with 10 in the last two 

contests.
• After allowing 199 total offensive yards in the first quarter, Mississippi State held Auburn to just 18 in the second, including just 

four passing yards.
• Mississippi State finished with three forced turnovers (two interceptions, fumble recovery), making it five times in the last six 

games the Bulldogs have created two or more turnovers.
• Mississippi State recorded one quarterback hurry to bring its season total to 10, an average of 3.3 a game. A year ago, the Bull-

dogs averaged 2.1 QBH per contest.
• MSU tallied 4.0 tackles for lost yardage, lifting its season total to 20.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 6.7 TFL this season.
• The Bulldogs finished with a season-high 3.0 sacks after recording their first of the campaign last week versus Alcorn State.
• Mississippi State had three players record sacks, all recording their first career quarterback drops. 
• The two-point conversion passing by Auburn in the first quarter was the first surrendered by Mississippi State since Oct. 12, 

2002, against Troy. 
• Mississippi State featured 18 offensive players during its initial drive of the contest.
• Auburn reached the redzone on its initial drive of the game but was held to a field goal. It was the first time Mississippi State kept 

an opponent from scoring a touchdown when reaching the redzone this year.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott completed a career-long 61-yard pass to junior receiver Robert Johnson during the 
first quarter. 

• Prescott became the first Mississippi State quarterback to reach 100 or more yards rushing and 200 or more yards passing 
since Chris Relf threw for 224 and rushed for 103 against Arkansas on Nov. 20, 2010.

• Prescott broke off a career-best 47-yard rush, topping his previous high of 15 at Texas A&M on Nov. 3, 2012. He finished with 
a team-best and career-high 133 rushing yards. Prescott’s previous high rushing yardage was 32 at Kentucky on Oct. 6, 2012.

• The 133 rushing yards for Prescott are tied for the sixth most in an SEC game for an individual under head coach Dan Mullen. 
Anthony Dixon also tallied 133 ground yards against Ole Miss on Nov. 28, 2009.

• With Prescott’s five-yard and two-yard touchdown runs, he has accounted for five TDs in the last two weeks and had a ground 
score in each of the last two games. The two rushing TDs are tied for the second most by a player in an SEC game under Mullen.

• In Mississippi State’s last two games at Auburn, quarterbacks Prescott and Chris Relf have rushed for 239 yards.
• Senior running back LaDarius Perkins finished with 50 all-purpose yards to raise his career total to 3,615 yards, moving him 

ahead of David Smith (1968-70/3,572) and into sole possession of fifth place on the Mississippi State all-time list. Former NFL 
running back Jerious Norwood (2002-05/3,750) is just ahead of Perkins in fourth place and current San Francisco 49ers running 
back Anthony Dixon (2006-09) holds the career record with 4,443 all-purpose yards.

• A receiving threat out of the backfield, Perkins has caught five passes for 66 yards this season, an average of 13.2 per grab.
• The 61-yard grab was the longest of Johnson’s career, surpassing a 23-yard catch against Middle Tennessee State on Oct. 

20, 2012.
• Johnson finished the contest with four receptions for 84 yards. So far this season, he has 189 receiving yards after tallying 164 

in all of 2012. 
• Junior Jameon Lewis caught three passes for 62 yards. So far this season, he has tallied 10 receptions for 152 yards, surpass-

ing his 2012 totals of 10 catches and 108 receiving yards.
• Lewis rushed for his second career touchdown and first since his collegiate debut against Memphis on Sept. 1, 2011.
• Lewis has scored a touchdown in consecutive weeks after his 31-yard reception last week against Alcorn State.
• Sophomore wide receiver Joe Morrow finished with three catches for 22 yards. He entered the contest with one career catch 

for 13 yards during SEC action.
• Butkus Award Watch List selection Deontae Skinner, a senior linebacker recorded his first career sack, dropping Nick Marshall 

for a six-yard loss in the second quarter.
• Senior free safety Nickoe Whitley intercepted the final pass of the opening half and another ball in the fourth quarter. Whitley 

tied his career high with two interceptions and lifted his career total to 12, tied for the most among all active FBS players.
• Whitley has intercepted four passes in his last three games played as he also picked off two against Northwestern in the final 

game of 2012.
• After recording 10 tackles in the first two games, sophomore linebacker Bernardrick McKinney recorded nine during the con-

test, including four solo stops.
• Sophomore strong safety Kendrick Market finished with a career-high seven tackles, all solo hits. His previous best was three 

tackles against Middle Tennessee State in 2012. 
• Redshirt freshman defensive back Deontay Evans forced his first fumble, jarring the ball loose on a Quay Brown punt return in 

the second quarter.
• Junior defensive end Preston Smith forced his first fumble of the season and has one in each year of his career. Junior line-

backer Matthew Wells recovered the loose ball for his first career recovery. 
• In addition to Skinner, redshirt freshman defensive lineman A.J. Jefferson and redshirt freshman linebacker Richie Brown 

recorded their first career quarterback sacks.
• Senior punter Baker Swedenburg tied his career high with seven punts and four reached 50 or more yards. 
• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 42nd-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-

hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (44).
• Sophomore defensive end Ryan Brown made his first career start.



Auburn vs. Mississippi State 
Saturday, September 14, 2013 
Jordan-Hare Stadium; kickoff 6:06 p.m. CT 
Attendance: 85,817  
 
Game captains for Auburn: Chris Davis, Reese Dismukes 
 
First-time starters for Auburn: none 
 
Auburn is now 46-29-5 all-time in SEC openers and 19-2 over the last 21 SEC openers. Auburn is now 55-
23-2 all-time in SEC home openers. 
 
Auburn has won 11 of its last 13 games against Mississippi State and six of the last seven played at 
Jordan-Hare Stadium. 
 
Auburn was 3-for-3 scoring in the red zone tonight and is 10-for-10 scoring in the red zone on the 
season. Auburn has scored six touchdowns and four field goals on drives in the red zone this season. 
 
Auburn opponents have not scored in a fourth quarter this season. Mississippi State’s third-quarter 
touchdown is the only second-half touchdown Auburn has allowed this season. 
 
Auburn scored the game-winning touchdown with just 10 seconds left in the game. The last time Auburn 
scored a game-winning touchdown in the final 30 seconds of regulation in a game was against Utah 
State in 2011 (Michael Dyer 1-yard touchdown run). 
 
Nick Marshall finished the game 23-for-34 for 339 yards through the air. He is the first Auburn 
quarterback to pass for 300 yards in a game since Cam Newton threw for 335 yards against South 
Carolina in the 2010 SEC Championship game. 
 
With 155 yards passing in the first half, Marshall had already established a new season high; his previous 
best for a game was 147 yards vs. Arkansas State.  
 
Marshall is the first Auburn QB to throw for more than 200 yards since Barrett Trotter vs. Utah State in 
2011, and the first to throw for 200+ yards vs. an SEC opponent since Newton did it against South 
Carolina in the 2010 SEC championship game 
 
Marshall connected with nine different receivers in the game, including himself. Marshall caught a 
deflected pass of his own and gained 37 yards on the play.  
 
Marcus Davis finished the game with an Auburn-high six catches, which is a career high. Coming into the 
game he had just two catches, bringing his season total to eight. 
 
Before Marshall, the last Auburn player to record a pass, rush and reception in the same game was Kiehl 
Frazier vs. ULM last season 
 
C.J. Uzomah’s 11-yard touchdown catch with 10 seconds left was his second career touchdown pass. His 
other touchdown catch against Texas A&M in 2012. 
 



Cody Parkey’s three field goals give him 31 made for his career, ranking him ninth all-time at Auburn. His 
47-yarder in the third quarter tied his career long. Parkey has made seven consecutive field goals this 
season. He has made 16 straight field goals from 45 yards and in, dating back through the 2011 Chick-fil-
A Bowl 
 
The 76-yard touchdown pass from Marshall to Quan Bray in the first quarter was a career long for both 
and is tied for the 19th longest touchdown completion in Auburn history. It was Auburn’s longest TD pass 
play since an 80-yard completion from Cam Newton to Terrell Zachery vs. Chattanooga in 2010. It was 
the first receiving touchdown of Bray’s career. 
 
Bray finished the game with 80 yards on three catches. The 80 yards are a career high. His previous 
career high was 50 at Mississippi State last year. 
 
The two-point conversion on a pass from Ryan White to Brandon Fulse was Auburn’s second two-point 
conversion of the season; the first was a rush by Ryan White vs. Washington State. 
 
Tre Mason finished with 34 yards rushing and now has 1,369 rushing yards, moving him past Williams 
Andrews (1976-78) and Mario Fannin (2007-10) into 30th in Auburn history. He needs four yards to pass 
Mitzi Jackson (1973-75) for 29th.  
 
Ryan White and Jake Holland tied for the team high with eight total tackles. White had just six tackles in 
the first two games of the season and the eight tackles are a career high. 
 
Mississippi State quarterback Dak Prescott was the first opposing player to rush for more than 100 yards 
against Auburn this season, finishing the 133 yards on the ground. The last opposing quarterback to rush 
for over 100 yards against Auburn was Mississippi State’s Chris Relf in 2011 (106 yards). 
 
 
Pregame eagle flight was Nova from the flagpole 
 
Lee Griffith received the 2013 Walter Gilbert Award during pregame 
 
Auburn’s 2013 national champion equestrian team was recognized on the field at halftime 
 
Former sports information director Buddy Davidson received the 20113 Jack Meagher Award at halftime 



Mississippi State Head Coach Dan Mullen 
Opening Statement 
“It was a very disappointing loss for us. I give Auburn credit, their kids made plays to win the game. We 
did not. We did not make the plays, we did not make the calls as coaches to get our kids in the right 
situations to call the plays and to make our kids win the game. We had plenty of opportunities. I thought 
our guys played hard. We did some really good things but we needed to make a play and we did not 
when we had the ball. A couple times in the fourth quarter we had opportunities to score and we knew 
we needed one more touchdown all through the fourth quarter. We kept saying that. We had some 
good drives, some good opportunities, some penalties, some mistakes and some other things that put 
us behind. We just did not make the plays we needed to win.” 
 
On Prescott… 
“We will watch it on film and see how he did. He made some good reads, made some good throws. He 
missed some good reads and missed some good throws.” 
 
On why Prescott started over Russell… 
“The fact that Tyler is not medically cleared to play.” 
 
On finishing… 
“We did not finish. I mean it is a pretty simple deal. We had the opportunity to finish on offense and did 
not do it. We had the opportunity to finish on defense and did not do it. That is coaching. That is on me. 
That is on all our assistant coaches, on our defensive staff and on our offensive staff to make sure we 
have kids in a situation prepared to go finish a game and we did not.” 
 
On their defense’s lack of pressure on the last drive… 
“They have a quarterback that is very dynamic at running, so you have to be careful with what you do 
with him.” 
 
On Auburn’s defense in the second half… 
“I thought they pressured a lot more than they ever have before, but we made some big plays when 
they pressured. We just did not finish and make the plays that we needed  to finish.” 
 
On neutralizing Auburn’s running game… 
“Obviously, the number one thing you want to do is stop the run. I think we did a pretty good job of 
stopping the run. I think we did a pretty good job of stopping the pass too. We just did not tackle in the 
open field. They just basically threw quick screens all night long. Open field tackling has been a strength 
of ours. Tonight, I bet we are going to have a bunch of missed tackles when we finalize and grade the 
film. That was going to be a key component at stopping them. Number one was stopping the running 
game. Number two was open field tackling and we got fifty percent of it done.” 
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Mississippi State Player Quotes 
 
WR Jameon Lewis 
On the highs and lows of the game… 
“We were going back and forth. We already knew this was going to take a whole game, we just did 
not finish.” 
 
On Auburn’s last touchdown… 
“I prayed for a miracle, I guess he didn’t come through, but I guess there will be another time when 
he will.”  
 
On the game as a whole… 
“I guess they worked harder in practice this week. We just have to come back and focus on Troy 
right now and put this game behind us.”  
 
On MSU quarterback Dak Prescott’s play today… 
“We are always comfortable with Dak. He is going to always go all out and everybody know it. We 
have no doubts about him as quarterback.”  
 
About the MSU offense in the fourth quarter… 
“I honestly do not really know. We are just going to have to work it out.” 
 
On being down by double-digits early and then coming back… 
“We had to stay with it. We kept pushing and pushing and then we came back. The only problem 
was, we just did not finish.”  
 
On what the team can take from the game… 
“You can take a lot from this game. Everybody on the team, at some point, felt like they did not give 
it their all or they could have done something better. We just have to go harder at practice.”  
 
QB Dak Prescott 
On when he found out he was starting the game… 
“I found out right before the game. I kind of felt it all week, but it was right before the game when I 
found out.” 
 
On how he feels he performed… 
“I did alright. You never feel good or satisfied with a loss. I have to go in the film room to see what 
we did wrong, fix some things and get ready for next week.” 
 
 
On being able to rush and pass for over 100 yards… 
“It is just the balance. When you can run, you open up the pass. It is just something that we are 
trying to do and is being balanced.” 
 



LB Benardrick McKinney 
On tonight’s game… 
“We just have to finish. The defense played hard the whole game. We just didn’t finish. That is it.” 
 
On taking away Auburn’s run game… 
“Our defensive plan every game is to stop the run. I knew our defensive backs would be able to shut 
down the pass, so I knew if we stopped the run, we would help the defense.” 
 
On stopping Auburn after they scored on their first two drives… 
“We talked on the sideline and reminded each other to go out there and have fun. We love to fly 
around the ball and have fun.” 



Gus Malzahn Quotes from Mississippi State on September 14, 2013 
Opening Statement 
“First of all I’d like to say how proud I am of our team. We talked before the game that it could come 
down to the end. A lot of these games against Mississippi State has. Come down to the end I said ‘guys 
we need to find a way to win’ and I’m very proud of the way they did that. Our offense sputtered at 
times in the second half but they went 88 yards with 1:56 on the clock, found a way to get in the end 
zone. Very proud of our defense, had some big stops there in the second half. Overall it’s just a great 
win and the crowd was awesome. The crowd helped us just win that game especially in the fourth 
quarter and it was really fun to be a part of it.” 
 
 
On Nick Marshall… 
“He looked fairly natural there. I mean he was making all the reads he was making good balls. I don’t 
know if he threw a bad ball on that drive and he led us down the field and that was huge.” 
 
More on Marshall… 
“I tell you what it sure worked out. I’m real proud of the way he responded. You know he didn’t put the 
ball in jeopardy at the end, especially when we got in field goal range and we had a chance to at least tie 
the game he protected the football, he managed the clock well. I thought our receivers did a good job 
and the double move down there at the end it was something that they worked on a lot and it was a big 
throw and big catch.” 
 
On final drive… 
“You just try to think about scenarios in games and the what ifs and if we do this and hit this a few times 
this may be there. That’s one of those thing that we felt like we had a chance to do. Just didn’t know it 
was going to be with 11 seconds left.” 
 
On Marcus Davis… 
“Marcus is a guy that he’s a freshman, but he’s not playing like a freshman. He’s really stepped up and 
you’ll see him on the field more.” 
 
On the team… 
“We have to get more consistent. You know we’re playing with a quarterback who has been on campus 
for six or seven weeks and he’s going to get better each time out. That’s what we talked about, I don’t 
want to sound like coach speak before the season, but our goal is to improve each practice and each 
game. I felt like we improved, we’ve got to get more consistent. You know we weren’t able to run the 
football as well as I’d like there’s no doubt about that, but give them credit, they’re a good team. We 
beat a good team tonight.  
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Auburn Player Quotes 
 
DL Angelo Blackson 
About coach constantly rotating the line… 
“He just wanted to keep us fresh. If we were out there for more than eight plays he would sub some 
guys out.” 
 
C Reese Dismukes 
About the game… 
“We fought the whole game. We were up and down and up and down, but I think we handled 
adversity well and we found a way to win.” 
 
About the last drive… 
“I mean, it was just another drive. We worked at it a lot through camp and every week and it paid 
off tonight” 
 
WR Quan Bray 
On his touchdown… 
“Well the first one I dropped, but Nick came out and told me to get my head right. We went back out 
there and he didn’t give up on me. He looked down field, found me open and I made a play.” 
 
About what he saw from Nick Marshall… 
“I saw a guy who is getting more comfortable in our offense. He’s only been in the offense for three 
months now so he’s going to get better every game.” 
 
About Nick running the 2-minute drill… 
“We work on that every day. It’s big because we are a no-huddle offense, all about tempo and he 
went out there and executed.” 
 
TE C.J. Umozah 
On the tight end’s playing a big part in the game… 
“We were excited to get out there and get that win.” 
 
On what was going through his mind on final play… 
“Just catch the ball. Don’t worry about anything. Don’t let the corner hold you, get off cleanly and 
just catch it and win the game.” 
 
 
 
 



On making the catch… 
“It was unbelievable. I caught the ball, looked up and saw everyone on their feet and I could not 
here one thing. Everyone was jumping on me, but I could not here one thing. All I could here was 
the 80,000 fans roaring.” 
 
QB Nick Marshall 
On the last few minutes of the game… 
“The defense stepped up big for us also. I told the defense don’t worry about anything and just get 
us one more stop and I just put us in the end zone.” 
 
Was he ever thinking field goal on that drive… 
“No, not at all.” 
 
On the atmosphere at Jordan-Hare… 
“It was a huge atmosphere. I’ve never been in an atmosphere like it was in Jordan-Hare tonight. It’s 
a big atmosphere and I’m just glad to be a part of it.” 
 
On taking time to absorb this win or start focusing on LSU… 
“We are just going to come out tomorrow and focus on LSU and work on executing and not making 
as many mistakes as we did tonight.” 
 
PK Cody Parkey 
On his performance…. 
“I think I did well. I hit all my field goals and extra points and got a few touchbacks. Overall, it was a 
solid game. At the end of day, special teams changed the game with the field position battle. It was a 
big edge for us.” 
 
On first SEC win… 
“It’s big time. We didn’t get one last year. It’s long past due. We feel great about this win. We beat a 
great Mississippi State team. We’re going to start focusing on LSU tomorrow.” 
 
On LSU… 
“LSU has a pretty awesome stadium to play in. They get real loud. I’m a senior, so I’ve played there 
before. We’re just going to have to execute. There isn’t any room for mistakes.” 
 
LB Jake Holland 
On Nick Marshall… 
“He’s a poised guy. He was in a tough situation and led the drive like an experienced pro. He really 
helped us win the game today. I’m really proud of him.” 
 
On first SEC win… 
“It feels great. It is great to get back on the winning side. We’re really excited about the win tonight.” 
 
On LSU…. 
“It’s going to be our first road game, so it is going to be different. After playing our first three games 
at home, it’s definitely going to take a different mindset.” 



 
DE Dee Ford 
On first SEC win... 
“It feels great. There wasn’t a better way to win this game. We’re 1-0 and we’re starting much better 
than last year. It was a great way to start the SEC season.” 
 
On his performance… 
“It feels good to back on the field. I was really rested. I was a little slow to start the first half, but I 
picked it up the second half. It definitely feels great to be back out there. 
 
On LSU…. 
“This win was a great confidence boost for us going into LSU. I think some people weren’t buying 
into Auburn, but I think after tonight, people are taking notice. We’re ready to prove ourselves on 
the road.” 
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