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•	 For	the	first	time	since	a	17-0	triumph	against	South	Carolina	on	Sept.	25,	1999,	Mississippi	State	won	its	first	SEC	game	of	the	year.
•	 Mississippi	State	defeated	Auburn	for	the	first	time	since	2007	and	the	second	time	in	the	last	12	tries.
•	 The	Bulldogs’	28	points	vs.	Auburn	Saturday	marked	the	most	at	home	vs.	the	Tigers	since	a	38-21	victory	in	1998.	The	18-point	mar-

gin	over	victory	vs.	Auburn	was	the	largest	for	MSU	since	a	20-0	shutout	in	1997.
•	 After	finishing	today	with	a	plus-four	turnover	margin,	Mullen	is	now	18-1	when	winning	the	turnover	battle.	The	Bulldogs	are	now	

plus-seven	this	season	in	turnover	margin.
•	 Mississippi	State	held	a	14-6	margin	in	plays	of	10	yards	or	more.
•	 Head	Coach	Dan	Mullen	bettered	his	record	to	22-0	when	leading	after	three	quarters,	while	the	Bulldogs	won	their	26th-straight	

contest	when	holding	a	lead	entering	the	final	period.	
•	 With	his	23rd	win	as	head	coach	of	the	Maroon	and	White,	Mullen	took	sole	possession	of	fifth	place	all-time	at	MSU	in	wins.
•	 Mississippi	State’s	-2	yards	passing	allowed	in	the	first	half	was	the	lowest	amount	of	passing	yards	given	up	in	the	first	half	since	at	

least	1989.	
•	 The	Bulldog	defense	has	allowed	an	average	of	just	76.0	first-half	yards	over	its	last	four	SEC	home	games	(Auburn,	Ole	Miss,	Ala-

bama,	South	Carolina).
•	 Davis	Wade	Stadium	recorded	its	18th-straight	sellout	with	a	sellout	crowd	of	56,111	in	attendance,	the	ninth-largest	crowd	in	Davis	

Wade	Stadium	history.
•	 Mississippi	State	has	outscored	its	opponents,128-28,	in	the	first	half	during	its	last	six	wins.
•	 Today	marked	the	first	time	since	Sept.	25,	2010	vs.	Georgia	(7-6)	that	MSU	held	a	halftime	lead	with	seven	points	or	less.	
•	 The	Bulldogs	won	their	10th-straight	game	when	holding	a	halftime	lead.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES

•	 Senior	All-American	defensive	back	Johnthan	Banks	notched	his	13th	and	14th-career	interceptions,	giving	him	the	lead	among	
active	FBS	players.	The	Thorpe	Award	watch	list	member	is	now	second	all-time	in	career	interceptions	at	MSU	and	is	two	away	from	
tying	Walt	Harris’	record	of	16	set	from	1992-95.	Today	was	Banks’	third-careeer	game	with	multiple	interceptions	(2010	vs.	Middle	
Tennessee	State	and	Florida).

•	 Tyler	Russell	completed	a	career-best	20	passes	on	29	attempts,	finishing	with	222	yards	and	three	touchdowns	for	a	167.41	passing	
efficiency	rating.	Today	marked	Russell’s	first	200-yard	SEC	passing	game	and	his	first	200-yard	game	since	his	Bulldog	debut	against	
Memphis	in	2010	(256).	Russell’s	game	was	the	first	200-yard	performance	by	a	MSU	quarterback	since	last	year’s	season	opener	at	
Memphis	(Chris	Relf,	202)	and	the	first	against	a	SEC	squad	since	the	2010	Egg	Bowl	(Chris	Relf,	288).	

•	 Senior	wide	receiver	and	Hornung	Award	watch	list	member	Chad	Bumphis	moved	up	several	top-10	lists	in	school	history,	includ-
ing	receptions	(7th,	105),	receiving	yardage	(10th,	1,404)	and	touchdown	receptions	(T-3rd,	14).

•	 In	his	last	four	SEC	games,	Butkus	Award	watch	list	linebacker	Cameron	Lawrence	has	tallied	4.0	tackles	for	loss,	2.0	sacks,	one	
fumble	recovery	and	an	interception.

•	 Senior	defensive	back	Corey	Broomfield	registered	a	career-high	tying	2.0	tackles	for	loss,	giving	him	4.0	total	over	his	last	three	
games.

•	 Senior	tight	end	Marcus	Green	has	recorded	touchdowns	in	back-to-back	games	for	the	first	time	in	his	six-year	career	as	a	Bulldog.	
Green	has	three	touchdowns	in	the	first	two	games	of	2012	after	notching	just	four	total	in	his	first	29	games	in	Starkville.

•	 Junior	running	back	LaDarius	Perkins	has	rushed	for	three	touchdowns	in	the	first	two	games	of	2012	after	rushing	for	three	total	
scores	in	his	20	previous	games	entering	the	season.

•	 Junior	punter	Baker	Swedenburg	booted	five	punts	for	200	yards	(40.0	average),	including	one	inside	the	20-yard	line.	Auburn	re-
turned	only	one	of	Swedenburg’s	punt	for	-1	yards.

•	 Darius	Slay	picked	off	his	second	pass	in	as	many	weeks.	The	senior	defensive	back	has	three	in	two	years	as	a	member	of	the	Ma-
roon	and	White.

•	 Outland	Trophy	and	Lombardi	Award	watch	list	member	Gabe	Jackson	has	started	all	28	games	of	his	career,	marking	the	longest	
streak	on	the	team.



HEAD COACH DAN MULLEN QUOTES 
Sept. 8, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Auburn 

 
Opening Statement: 
“We had a great team win today for our guys. If you watched how this game 
went along, especially in the first half, we did a lot of things that in the past we 
wouldn’t have overcome. We missed field goals; had critical penalties; we 
created turnovers and then came away with no points. Those are things you 
cannot do to win big-time games. I loved the leadership of our guys; they kept 
it together and had great poise. When I told them to make big plays they did; 
that was a big difference for us. Our defense was stout all day long; they only 
gave up three points after an offensive turnover. They created turnovers, which 
was obviously a huge factor in the game. Offensively we came out and made 
some mistakes. Auburn came out and returned the kickoff to open the half, but 
we scored on a couple of straight possessions afterwards. Great job by the 
offense and a great job by the offensive and defensive coaching staffs; they both 
did a great job. This was a great win for us and a great day for the fans. This 
was a big game today and the fans showed up. The student body was packed 
for kickoff and gave us a home-field advantage. ” 
 
On beating Auburn for the first time: 
“It feels great. As of right this second we are first place in the SEC West. I don’t 
know if that has happened in quite a while at Mississippi State. We’ve talked 
since I’ve been here that we were going to compete for SEC Championships, 
and I’ve talked about the road we have to take to do that. You have to win your 
home games. You have to win your conference opener and both of those 
happen for us today. I guess the monkey is off my back now, but I view it as a 
bigger one just jumped on. I hope in November we are talking about an 800-
pound gorilla jumping on my back; that’s what I want for our program.” 
 
On MSU’s secondary: 
“They did a great job today. All day long they were there making it 
uncomfortable for the Auburn passing game. They made the quarterback hold 
the ball longer than he wanted to hold the ball. That’s what you need in this 
type of game. You want your seniors and your star players to want the game 
put on your shoulders, and they played that way today.” 



MISSISSIPPI STATE PLAYER QUOTES 
Sept. 8, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Auburn 

 
17 –Tyler Russell –Jr. –QB  
 
On Auburn’s defensive pressure: 
“It just goes back to our scout team. They gave us a great look. It also goes 
back to practice and understanding what Auburn would try to do to us.” 
 
On the offensive line’s reaction to the kickoff return: 
“Everyone maintained their confidence. We knew we had to respond and I’m 
proud of the offensive line and running backs. Everyone did a great job.” 
 
13 –Johnthan Banks–Sr. –DB  
 
On Getting the win today: 
“Everything was great. We played well as a team; not just on the individual 
level. We also played lights-out on defense.” 
 
On how they approached Auburn QB Kiehl Frazier: 
“We were just trying to shut him out. We knew we had to play hard and be 
physical.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GENE CHIZIK QUOTES 
Sept. 8, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Auburn 

 
Opening Statement: 
“Give a lot of credit to Mississippi State. They played a very good football game. 
They were very opportunistic at times. We didn’t make plays. It all starts with 
the five turnovers. You can’t win with five turnovers, especially the turnover in 
the red zone. We have to improve as a football team and we will. That is my 
job.” 
 
On Passing Game: 
“I don’t think it is just one player. Sometimes it is protection; sometimes it is 
missing an open receiver. Other than that last drive, we struggled all day in the 
passing game. Everybody wants to bring up Kiehl Frazier, but there are 10 
other guys out there with him.” 
 
On pressuring Tyler Russell: 
“We felt like we could get a little more pressure on him. Early on, we were able 
to put some pressure on him. There are a lot of things in the secondary that 
need to be corrected. We will have to look at the film tomorrow and get it 
corrected.” 
 
 



AUBURN PLAYER QUOTES 
Sept. 8, 2012 
Mississippi State vs. Auburn 

 
23 –Onterio McCalebb –Sr. –RB  
 
On starting the season 0-2: 
“We have a lot of young guys on our team. We have some things to correct, and 
we need to move on from this. We still have 10 more games.” 
 
On Kiehl Frazier’s performance: 
“I just told him to keep his head up. This is his first year as our starting 
quarterback and he is going to improve every week.” 
 
9 –Jermaine Whitehead –So. –DB 
 
On the loss of momentum after McCalebb return TD: 
“It was mind-boggling. We thought this was a game we could take. We missed a 
lot of opportunities out there.” 
 
On improving defensively: 
“[We have to} Pay attention to detail. Details have killed us in our first two 
games. We really have to zero in on all cylinders.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


