
• Mississippi State improved to 85-26-2 all-time in home openers and has won 15 of its last 21 such contests.
• The Bulldogs are now 76-20-2 versus non-league foes in home openers.
• Under head coach Dan Mullen, MSU improves to 4-1 in home openers. The Bulldogs are averaging 41.4 points per game in 

home openers under Mullen.
• With the victory, Mullen became the first head coach in program history to win 30 games in his first five seasons. 
• Mullen also broke a tie with former head coach W.D. Chadwick (1909-13) for fourth place on the all-time Mississippi State 

wins chart. Mullen (30 victories) now trails Emory Bellard (1979-85/37), Allyn McKeen (1939-48/65) and Jackie Sherrill  
(1991-2003/75) on the program’s victory leaderboard.

• In the last six home openers, Mississippi State has outscored its opponents 59-6 during the first quarters while the Bulldogs’ 
offense has outgained the foes 715-241.

• The Bulldogs extended their September winning streak to six games. Their last September setback was a 19-6 loss to LSU on 
Sept. 15, 2011.

• With the win, the Bulldogs are .500 or better through two games for the seventh-straight year and the ninth time in the last 10 
campaigns. The Bulldogs have made four bowl appearances during that span.

• With the Bulldogs’ 279 yards passing, Mississippi State has topped the 200-yard aerial plateau in 13 of the last 14 contests.
• Mississippi State rushed for 278 yards, reaching 100 or more yards for three-straight games for the first time since Oct. 6-20, 

2012, versus Kentucky, Tennessee and Middle Tennessee State.
• The 278 rushing yards are the most since tallying 333 at Auburn on Sept. 10, 2011. 
• MSU recorded 557 yards of total offense, surpassing the 333-yard mark for the 12th time in the last 15 games.
• The 557 offensive yards are the tied for the ninth most in a game in program history.
• With a 37-0 halftime lead and subsequent 51-7 victory, the Bulldogs have won 17-straight games when ahead at intermission. 

Mullen has guided Mississippi State to a 25-2 record when leading at halftime. Mullen has also won all 29 games during his 
MSU tenure when the team is ahead after three quarters. 

• The 37 points in the first half are the most in the opening two quaters during the Dan Mullen tenure. 
• The 37 points in the first half were the most in the opening half for Mississippi State since scoring 38 on Nov. 2, 1996, against 

Northeast Louisiana.
• The 308 first-half total offense yards are the second most under Mullen, behind only 405 at Memphis in 2011.
• Mississippi State held Alcorn State to 30 yards in the first half, the fewest by an opponent in the opening half since Auburn had 

38 on Oct. 7, 2000.
• By scoring 51 points, the Bulldogs have improved to 24-4 under Mullen when reaching at least 25 points and have won the last 

13 contests when scoring 25 or more.
• By holding Alcorn State to 28 yards rushing, Mississippi State pushed its winning streak to 11 games when holding foes under 

the century mark in rushing yardage. Mullen is 14-2 when opponents do not reach 100 ground yards.
• Mississippi State forced its first turnover of the campaign during Alcorn’s initial drive of the contest when Deontae Skinner 

intercepted a pass.
• MSU finished with three forced turnovers, making it four times in the last five games the Bulldogs have created two or more 

turnovers.
• The Bulldogs finished with one sack, by junior defensive lineman Curtis Virges. It was the team’s first since the second quarter 

at Ole Miss on Nov. 24, 2012, with his first-quarter drop.
• Mississippi State recorded five quarterback hurries to bring its season total to nine, an average of 4.5 a game. A year ago, the 

Bulldogs averaged 2.1 QBH per contest.
• After being forced to punt six times last week against Oklahoma State, the Bulldogs punted just once Saturday against Alcorn 

State.
• MSU recorded eight tackles for lost yardage, bringing its season total to 16.0. The Bulldogs have averaged 5.7 TFL per game 

in the last nine contests.
• After Alcorn State gained 24 yards on its first four plays, the Braves next 11 plays went for a loss of 13 yards.
• The Bulldogs had 13 receivers catch passes and eight running backs record at least one carry.
• Mississippi State featured eight different starters from last week against Oklahoma State. The Bulldogs started four new players 

on offense and four on defense from a week ago.
• After being flagged for 11 penalties and 74 yards last week, the Bulldogs committed just three penalties for 25 yards on Saturday.
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PLAYER NOTABLES

• Preseason All-American left guard Gabe Jackson started his 41st-consecutive game, which is tied for second in the FBS be-
hind Georgia’s Aaron Murray (43).

• Sophomore quarterback Dak Prescott made his first career start and established personal bests in attempts (19), completions 
(12), yards (174) and touchdown passes (two).

• Prescott ran for his fifth career touchdown at the 9:22 mark of the opening quarter. It was also MSU’s first touchdown of the 
campaign.

• Junior Jameon Lewis caught two passes for 35 yards. So far this season, he has tallied seven receptions for 90 yards. During 
the entire 2012 campaign, Lewis had 10 catches for 108 yards.

• Lewis broke off a career-long 44-yard rush in the opening quarter. His previous best was 23 yards versus Louisiana Tech in 
2011.

• Junior running back Nick Griffin scored his third career rushing touchdown and all have come at home. He has scored one 
touchdown each year of his career.

• True freshman quarterback Damian Williams made his Mississippi State debut and finished eight-for-13 with 105 yards.
• True freshman running back Ashton Shumpert appeared in his first game for the Bulldogs and carried 22 times for 98 yards 

and two touchdowns.
• Shumpert is the first Mississippi State true freshman to score two touchdowns in his collegiate debut since Chad Bumphis in 

the 2009 season opener against Jackson State.
• Shumpert is the first true freshman Bulldog running back to lead the team in rushing yardage since Anthony Dixon in 2006.
• Sophomore running back Derrick Milton scored his third career rushing touchdown and first since Oct. 20, 2012, against Middle 

Tennessee State. 
• Milton added his first career receiving touchdown in the second quarter. All four of his touchdowns have been scored at home. 

The reception was only the second of Milton’s career.
• The two-touchdown game for Milton was his first scoring more than one touchdown.
• Freshman receiver De’Runnya Wilson caught a career-high two passes for 31 yards.
• Freshman receiver Fred Ross hauled in a personal-best three receptions for 46 yards.
• Sophomore running back Josh Robinson gained six ground yards on three carries. He has averaged 8.1 yards a carry in his 

last three games.
• Sophomore linebacker Benardrick McKinney tallied two tackles in the contest. In the last five games, he has recorded 33 hits, 

an average of 6.6 per game.
• Butkus Award Watch List selection Deontae Skinner, a senior linebacker, recorded his first career interception, and the team’s 

first turnover of the season, in the first quarter. He returned the pick seven yards to the Alcorn State 37-yard line.
• Skinner has led the team in tackles both weeks of the season. He tallied 10 against Oklahoma State and led today’s defensive 

performers with five today.
• Junior defensive lineman Curtis Virges tied his career high with three tackles and added a personal-best 1.5 hits for lost yard-

age.
• Redshirt freshman linebacker Richie Brown ended with a personal-best four tackles after recording one last week.
• Senior punter Baker Swedenburg dropped his first punt inside the 20-yard line of this season during the first quarter. Sweden-

burg pinned opponents inside their own 20-yard line 18 times in 2012.
• Players making their first career starts today included: Chris Jones (DT), Cedric Jiles (CB), Dee Arrington (S), Kendrick 

Market (S), Prescott (QB), Ben Beckwith (RG) and Josh Robinson (RB).



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement ... 
“That was a great win for us. Wins are obviously hard to come by in any level of 
football. I thought our guys came out and played hard today, right from the 
opening whistle all the way until the end. We talked about needing more effort 
in the game today and I thought we got that for four quarters.  
 
“Our crowd was great early on. We had great support from them all day.  
 
“I’m proud we got to play a lot of players today. I think 25 freshmen played for 
us today, so a lot of young guys got reps and the opportunity to be out on the 
field.” 
 
On Dak Prescott’s play … 
“I thought Dak came out played well and did a good job in the first half. He 
made some good reads, managed the offense well, made plays when we needed 
him to make them and I’m proud of that.” 
 
On Brandon Holloway … 
“He has a lot of speed and he is an electric player in the open field. We want to 
make sure we get him in the open field and we were able to do that today. 
We’ve seen that in practice from him, so we know he can make big plays.  
 
“As a freshman getting his real first opportunity to play in this stadium he 
came out and did a good job with some runs, catches and the long kick 
return.”	    

HEAD	  COACH	  DAN	  MULLEN	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  7,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alcorn	  State	  



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 – Jameon Lewis – Jr. – WR 
 
On how Dak Prescott played ... 
“He played really well. I knew he was going to play well because that’s just Dak. 
He came out and did what he was supposed to do.” 
 
On stretching the Alcorn State defense ...  
“I think in our offense, we have a lot of skill. We have good players. Getting the 
ball in our hands in the open field out there and being able to do something 
with it [is important].” 
 
On gaining confidence on offense ...  
“Just practice. If we have a good week of practice then come out and perform 
[it’s good]. But it starts at practice.” 
  

MISSISSIPPI	  STATE	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  7,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alcorn	  State	  



	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening Statement: 
“The good thing was that in the first half we did nothing, but the second half 
our guys battled. It was a 14-7 game in the second half so that’s something to 
take out of it as a positive. We kind of did the same thing last year with our 
nonconference games.  
 
“We made some mistakes early. We turned the ball over on offense. We have 
got to start protecting the football on offense. We can’t give them anything 
cheap. I thought on defense we had some execution problems in the first half 
but I thought we had four or five stops. I thought the execution on offense is 
something we have to continue to do better. Special teams was a deal where we 
gave up a big kickoff return.  
 
“There are a few things we need to clean up but I thought our kids fought. They 
played hard but there’s a lot to learn from this game. I’m proud of the effort in 
the second half. We played hard.”  
 
On keeping chin up for the second half… 
“You always have to but that’s the one thing I love about this team. They don’t 
quit and they never quit trying. They came out and they played hard in the 
second half. We played a better half in the second half but we just let it get 
away early.  
 
“Playing a team of Mississippi State’s caliber, you can’t do that. We had the 
early fourth down but they did a good job of converting on the wheel route for 
the touchdown. We had the big turnover and then it went 14 to nothing. That’s 
something I talked to the staff about before the game is we can’t let it get out of 
control against an SEC football team or it will get out of control. I think if we 
could have just prolonged the game a little bit better we could have maybe 
giving ourselves a better chance to hang in there for awhile. Give Mississippi 
State all the credit there. They are an excellent football program and they 
deserve all the credit in the world. Coach Mullen has done a great job.”  
 
On chip on shoulder for next game… 
“Every game we are going to prepare the same. It’s a conference game so it’s a 
big game and we know that.”  

HEAD	  COACH	  JAY	  HOPSON	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  7,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alcorn	  State	  



	  
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
84 – Billy Shed – Jr. – WR 
 
On returning to play in his hometown (Starkville) … 
“It was pretty exciting to return back to my hometown, and it was really the 
talk of the week at the school. It felt pretty good to play in front of my 
hometown, and in front of family and friends. As for the game, the outcome 
wasn’t what we were expecting, but this is a pretty good team.” 
 
On his experience at Alcorn State and adjusting as a junior college 
transfer … 
“It’s sort of like junior college, but just a little bit faster, and you pick up on 
things quicker as you go.” 
 
On the loss to Mississippi State… 
“We’re a program that’s in a process and this game won’t really determine the 
outcome of our season, but it shows us the things we need to execute and work 
on.” 

ALCORN	  STATE	  PLAYER	  QUOTES	  
Sept.	  7,	  2013	  
Mississippi	  State	  vs.	  Alcorn	  State	  
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