
•	 Mississippi	State	has	scored	45-plus	points	in	its	first	two	games	of	the	season	for	the	first	time	since	the	1914	squad	won	its	first	two	contests	
54-0	and	77-0.

•	 Head	coach	Dan	Mullen	improved	to	3-0	all-time	vs.	UAB,	22-4	against	non-conference	opponents	and	has	won	13-consecutive	home	games	
against	non-SEC	foes.

•	 Mullen’s	squad	has	won	five-straight	games	for	the	first	time	since	the	2012	team	started	with	a	7-0	record.
•	 State’s	offense	registered	two	players	with	100-plus	yards	of	rushing	(Dak	Prescott,	111;	Josh	Robinson,	124)	for	the	first	time	since	Chris	Relf	and	

Vick	Ballard	accomplished	the	feat	at	Auburn	on	Sept.	10,	2011.
•	 The	Bulldogs	scored	57	seconds	into	the	game,	the	quickest	opening	touchdown	by	MSU	since	Derek	Pegues	returned	an	interception	26	yards	

for	a	score	38	seconds	into	MSU’s	35-3	home	victory	against	Jacksonville	State	on	Oct.	14,	2006.
•	 It	was	the	quickest	opening-drive	touchdown	on	offense	for	MSU	since	Wayne	Madkin	completed	an	82-yard	scoring	completion	to	Terrell	

Grindle	at	LSU	on	Oct.	21,	2000	(25	seconds	in)
•	 The	68-yard	pass	completion	by	MSU	on	the	opening	drive	was	State’s	longest	since	a	68-yard	completion	from	Tyler	Russell	to	Chad	Bumphis	in	

the	2012	Egg	Bowl	on	Nov.	24,	2012.
•	 Mississippi	State’s	streak	of	10-straight	quarters	at	home	without	allowing	an	offensive	touchdown	ended	in	the	second	quarter.
•	 Preston	Smith’s	21-yard	return	for	a	score	in	the	first	half	was	MSU’s	first	interception	returned	for	a	touchdown	since	Jamerson	Love	returned	a	

pick	70	yards	for	a	touchdown	vs.	Troy	on	Sept.	21,	2013.
•	 Kivon	Coman’s	blocked	punt	in	the	third	quarter	was	MSU’s	first	since	Darius	Slay	blocked	a	punt	in	the	2012	season	opener	against	Jackson	

State.
•	 Mississippi	State’s	school-record	sellout	streak	of	31-straight	games	came	to	an	end	with	an	attendance	of	57,704.
•	 The	47	points	scored	by	MSU	were	the	most	by	either	team	in	the	series	dating	back	to	its	inception	in	2004.
•	 State’s	defense	has	forced	18	turnovers	in	its	last	seven	games.
•	 The	Bulldogs	improved	to	5-1	all-time	vs.	UAB.
•	 State	went	a	perfect	5-for-5	in	the	red	zone,	the	best	offensive	efficiency	inside	the	20	since	going	7-for-7	against	Alcorn	State	in	September	2013.
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•	 Maxwell	Award	watch	list	QB	Dak	Prescott	became	the	first	player	in	school	history	to	throw	for	at	least	four	touchdowns	and	rush	for	at	least	
100	yards	in	the	same	game.	

•	 Prescott	became	the	first	Dan	Mullen-coached	quarterback	since	Tim	Tebow	in	2008	and	the	first	MSU	signal	caller	since	at	least	1989	to	account	
for	four-plus	touchdowns	in	three-straight	games	(Box	Scores	not	available	prior	to	1990).

•	 Prescott,	also	a	Davey	O’Brien	Award	candidate,	is	also	the	first	MSU	QB	since	at	least	1989	to	pass	for	three-plus	touchdowns	in	three-straight	
games.

•	 Prescott	moved	into	a	tie	for	sixth	all-time	with	Derrick	Taite	(40,	1993-96)	for	touchdowns	responsible	for.
•	 Prescott’s	four	touchdown	passes	gives	him	22	for	his	career,	passing	John	Bond	(18,	1980-83)	for	10th	all-time	at	Mississippi	State.
•	 Bednarik	Award	candidate	Benardrick	McKinney	tallied	a	career-high	3.5	tackles	for	loss.
•	 McKinney’s	3.5	tackles	for	loss	were	the	most	since	All-American	Fletcher	Cox	had	3.5	at	Kentucky	on	Oct.	29,	2011.
•	 McKinney,	also	a	candidate	for	the	Butkus	Award,	registered	12	tackles,	his	most	since	tallying	14	vs.	Texas	A&M	on	Nov.	3,	2012.
•	 Doak	Walker	Award	candidate	Josh	Robinson	tallied	his	second-career	100-yard	rushing	game	(2013	Arkansas)	with	a	career-high	124	yards	on	

the	ground.
•	 Sophomore	tight	end	Gus	Walley	made	his	collegiate	debut,	finishing	with	two	receptions	for	35	yards	and	a	touchdown.
•	 True	freshman	Jamoral	Graham	made	his	collegiate	debut,	finishing	with	two	punt	returns	for	22	yards.
•	 The	68-yard	touchdown	pass	from	Prescott	to	senior	wide	receiver	Robert	Johnson	on	the	opening	drive	marked	a	career-long	pass	for	Prescott	

and	a	career-long	reception	for	Johnson.
•	 Senior	running	back	Nick	Griffin	earned	his	second	career	start	(Nov.	10,	2012	at	LSU).
•	 Reigning	SEC	Defensive	Lineman	of	the	Week	Preston	Smith	recorded	his	first	career	touchdown	thanks	to	his	second	interception	in	as	many	

weeks.
•	 Junior	defensive	back	Will	Redmond	had	a	career-high	six	tackles.
•	 Senior	defensive	lineman	Curtis	Virges	tallied	a	career-best	five	tackles.
•	 Sophomore	linebacker	Beniquez	Brown	recorded	a	career-high	2.5	tackles	for	loss.
•	 Junior	cornerback	Taveze	Calhoun	registered	a	career-best	1.5	tackles	for	loss.
•	 Sophomore	defensive	lineman	A.J.	Jefferson	collected	a	career-high	1.5	tackles	for	loss.

PLAYER NOTABLES

TEAM NOTABLES
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Team Notes
- Saturday’s game marked the sixth meeting between UAB and Mississippi State in football.  This was the fourth time the 
teams have matched up in Starkville.  Entering Saturday’s game, the Bulldogs held a 4-1 lead in the series.  UAB defeated 
MSU, 27-13, in the 2004 game in Starkville.
- Captains for Saturday’s game were senior tight end Kennard Backman, senior defensive end Diaheem Watkins and 
senior kicker Ty Long.
- UAB registered the sixth and seventh-longest pass plays in school history in the game Saturday.  Jeremiah Briscoe con-
nected with J.J. Nelson on an 88-yarder in the second quarter for the sixth-longest.  Cody Clements hooked up with Josh 
Magee on an 81-yarder in third period for the seventh-longest in Blazer history.
-- The Blazers had two 100-yard receivers in the game.  JJ Nelson registered 144 yards while Josh Magee turned in a 100-
yard performance.  The last time UAB had two 100-yard receivers in a game was the season opener in 2013 when Nelson 
(199 yards) and Jamari Staples (103) notched 100-plus receiving yards.
- The 34 points scored against Mississippi State are the most the Blazers have ever scored against an SEC opponent in 
UAB history.

Individual Notes
- Junior linebacker Kalen Jackson registered his first interception as a Blazer and the first for UAB this season when he 
picked off a Dak Prescott pass with at the 1:37 mark of the first quarter.
- Senior kicker Ty Long’s 44-yard field goal in the first quarter was his 17th career kick from beyond 40 yards. He kicked 
a 46-yarder in the second quarter, giving him 50 field goals in his UAB career.  Long ties Swayze Waters for second place 
on the UAB list with No. 50.
- Wide receiver Josh Magee, who transferred to UAB this summer from South Alabama, notched the first reception of his 
UAB career early in the second quarter when he caught a 19-yarder from quarterback Cody Clements to the MSU 5-yard 
line.  The play set up a touchdown run from Jordan Howard two plays later.
- WR Josh Magee also had an 81-yard touchdown reception from Cody Clements in the third quarter, the sixth-longest 
pass play in UAB history.
-- Magee also registered his first 100-yard receiving game of his career.  He finished with 100 yards on two receptions.
- Quarterback Jeremiah Briscoe’s first collegiate completion was the 88-yard hookup to senior J.J. Nelson and gave UAB 
a 17-13 lead in the second quarter.
- The 88-yard TD play from Jeremiah Briscoe to J.J. Nelson represents the sixth-longest pass play in UAB history.  
- The 88-yard reception was the 20th career touchdown for J.J. Nelson and his 17th receiving score.  Of his 20 touch-
downs, 13 have gone for 40-plus yards.
- Running back Jordan Howard moved into the top 10 on UAB’s career rushing list.  Howard, who finished with 89 yards 
on 24 attempts Saturday, now has 1,149 yards in his career.  He moved ahead of Rashaud Slaughter who ran for 1,094 
yards from 2006-09.
- True freshman Quincy Perdue saw his first playing time in the fourth quarter and hauled in a 75-yard touchdown pass 
for his first catch and score of his career.
- Briscoe completed 5-of-15 passes for 231 yards, averaging 46.2 yards per completion and also finished with a QBR of 
206.7



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Statement: 
“We knew that we were going to be in for a battle and it showed. The UAB team 
that we played, we said coming in that they were a different looking outfit than 
last year. They played with a lot of emotion and a lot of passion out there on 
the field, and they did a lot of good things. We’ve got some things that we 
have to get fixed, but it’s hard to get wins. Half of the teams playing today are 
not going to get to celebrate those wins, so we’re going to celebrate and enjoy 
our win. We have a tough challenge next week with our first road game, and  
we’re going to look at the things that we have to improve on. We will have to 
find a way to improve and get ready to play that game.”  
 
On making plays: 
“There were times in the game where they would score and take momentum or 
the lead, and we would respond with a touchdown. They came out of the 
second half with a lot of energy and the ball, and we got a stop, a blocked punt 
and a touchdown. To me, we kept the momentum, and that’s what you want 
from a veteran team. You can’t let that rope slip, and every time it did, we 
grabbed tight and did the things that we needed to do to win the game.” 
 
On assessing the performance of the receivers: 
“They made some key plays. There were a couple of key drops in there that to 
me could have kept the drive alive, but they will see those things. I think we 
spread the ball around with a bunch of different receivers. We played a lot of 
guys, which is something we wanted to do and always plan to do, especially on 
a hot day. It’s good to see guys step up and make plays when they have that 
opportunity.”  
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12 –Robert Johnson– Sr. – WR 
 
On His Touchdown: 
“We have been practicing that play all week and it was there for us. We did it 
just like we did in practice and I wanted to make that play.” 
 
 

91 – Preston Smith– Sr. – DL 
 

On His Interception: 
“I thought he was going to launch it, but then I saw it floating in the air and it 
was just me and the ball and I had to catch it.” 
 
On UAB’s First Half: 
“It was a big change of momentum when both sides are going out and scoring. 
We helped the offense out by giving them some points.” 
 
 

19 – Gus Walley– So. – TE 
 

On His Touchdown: 
“It felt good. I was just doing my job, but I’ve got to give credit to everybody.” 
 

MISSISSIPPI STATE PLAYER QUOTES 
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Opening Statement: 
“Wow. What a game. We came in here at halftime, and I think it had been two 
hours, which was like a regular game, we played in a half. I was sick, but at 
the same time, I was so proud of these guys and their effort. We just got 
through telling them that effort isn’t everything, that we expect to win, but I’m 
really proud of them and where we think we can go with this. You hate it, but 
sometimes the things you learn the best are from losses. So we want it to hurt, 
but at the same time, I want them to know that we’re proud of them. We had a 
few guys get banged up and probably hurt our depth a little bit. I don’t want to 
make any excuses. Give [Mississippi State] all the credit for staying on us. I 
really felt like we were going to come back in the second half and really do 
some great things. But give them credit. They came out and answered. But I 
will say that our guys never quit. And that’s what we said. We knew there were 
going to be some highs and lows in this game. I just hoped we wouldn’t quit. 
And we didn’t. I’m really proud of that effort.” 
 
On if His Team was Happy with a Loss: 
 
“No. I said that’s not who we want to be. I don’t care if it’s SEC, their place, 
whatever; we came to win. I knew against a really quality opponent on the road 
it was going to take us really playing flawless, and we had a couple of mistakes 
that we can’t have. We can’t have a mistake in the kicking game. We can’t have 
them throw the ball out of our end zone and have it picked off. But we also 
made some plays.” 
 
On the Defense of Both Teams: 
 
“This was two kinds of explosive teams, and that’s kind of what happens when 
you’ve got some explosiveness. That’s kind of their deal defensively too. They’re 
going to get you into negative plays, and they take some chances. They took 
some chances and made some plays, but then we were able to bust them with 
some plays too. I think you saw a little bit of the size differential defensively. To 
come from where we’ve come from defensively, it’s unbelievable. But we’re 
nowhere near satisfied.”  

UAB COACH QUOTES 
Sept. 6, 2014 
Mississippi State vs. UAB 



 

 

 
 

 
 
16 – Jeremiah Briscoe – RS FR. – QB 
 
On The Touchdown To JJ Nelson: 
“I do think that play was a big one. Not only did it help me, but I think it helped 
the team.”  
 
On Halftime Adjustments: 
“I think going into halftime, we knew this game was for the taking. I think the 
depth hit us and I think that really showed. There is no excuse though; we should 
have won that game.” 
 
1-Bobby Baker-JR.-S 
 
On Dak Prescott: 
“(He’s) Definitely what we predicted. He did not move around as much as we 
thought he would. In saying that, he is still a good player.”  
 

On MSU’s Offense: 
“Everything that they had was based off of us. I do not think there was 
anything they did that really affected us. It was just a matter of tempo. That is 
what it really came down to and that is where they had their big plays.” 
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