
•	 Mississippi	State	fell	to	80-32-2	all-time	in	season	openers.
•	 The	Bulldogs	lost	their	29th-consecutive	game	when	trailing	after	three	quarters.
•	 After	finishing	third	in	the	FBS	last	season	with	46	points	per	game	last	season,	Oklahoma	State	was	held	to	21	

points	Saturday.
•	 Oklahoma	State	was	held	scoreless	in	a	quarter	for	the	first	time	in	a	span	of	35	quarters	(first	since	the	first	

quarter	vs.	Kansas	on	Oct	13,	2012)
•	 The	Maroon	and	White	are	now	2-3	all-time	vs.	Oklahoma	State.
•	 In	the	first	half	alone,	Mississippi	State	forced	OSU	to	punt	five	times,	matching	the	Cowboys’	2012	season	high	

for	a	single	game.
•	 State	fell	to	6-19	under	Head	Coach	Dan	Mullen	when	scoring	less	than	25	points	(23-4	when	scoring	more	than	

25).
•	 The	Bulldogs	fell	to	2-18	under	Top-25	teams	under	Mullen,	losing	their	11th-straight	game	vs.	ranked	foes.

POSTGAME NOTES

TEAM NOTABLES

GAME ONE  •  MISSISSIPPI STATE (0-1) VS. NO. 13 OKLAHOMA STATE (1-0)  •  SATURDAY, AUG. 31, 2013  •  RELIANT STADIUM

PLAYER NOTABLES

•	 Butkus	Award	watch	list	linebacker	Deontae	Skinner	tied	a	career	high	with	10	tackles.
•	 Junior	wide	receiver	Jameon	Lewis	(five)	and	junior	tight	end	Malcolm	Johnson	(four)	both	tallied	a	career-best	

five	receptions.
•	 Sophomore	quarterback	Dak	Prescott	set	career	highs	in	completions	(7),	attempts	(17),	passing	yards	(89)	and	

longest	pass	completion	(35).
•	 Junior	defensive	back	Dee	Arrington	recorded	a	career-high	seven	tackles.
•	 Sophomore	defensive	back	Taveze	Calhoun	registered	a	career-best	tying	six	tackles.	
•	 Four	true	freshmen	made	their	collegiate	debut	Saturday:	Kivon	Coman	(Special	Teams),	Chris	Jones	(DT),	Fred	

Ross	(WR)	and	De’Runnya	Wilson	(WR).
•	 Eight	more	Bulldogs	made	their	debut	as	Bulldogs:	Nelson	Adams,	Beniquez	Brown,	Richie	Brown,	Jeremey	

Chappelle,	Justin	Cox,	Deontay	Evans,	A.J.	Jefferson	and	Justin	Senior.
•	 Making	their	first	career	starts	were:	Taveze	Calhoun	(DB),	Brandon	Hill	(TE),	Jameon	Lewis	(WR),	Joe	Morrow	

(WR)	and	Preston	Smith	(DE).
•	 Preseason	All-American	left	guard	Gabe	Jackson	started	his	40th-consecutive	game,	which	is	tied	for	second	in	

the	FBS	behind	Georgia’s	Aaron	Murray	(42).
•	 Nagurksi	Trophy	watch	list	safety	Nickoe	Whitley	blocked	OSU’s	field	goal	attempt	to	end	the	first	half,	marking	

the	first	time	since	2012	vs.	Texas	A&M	the	Bulldogs	blocked	a	punt	(Josh	Boyd).
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Team Notes 
• Oklahoma State’s uniform combination for today’s game vs 

Mississippi State was black helmet, white jersey and black 
pants. 

 
• Team captains for tonight’s game vs MSU were free safety 

Daytawion Lowe, wide receivers Tracy Moore & Nick 
Rockwell, and defensive tackle Calvin Barnett. 

 
• Today marked the first time since the 1995 Bedlam game 

that the Cowboy defense has held a BCS conference 
opponent to three or fewer points (OSU defeated OU 12-0 
on Nov. 11, 1995). 

 
• OSU’s 286 yards rushing are the most since the Cowboys 

racked up 330 vs Louisiana last season, a span of 11 games. 
The 432 yards of total offense are the most since compiling 
436 at Arizona last season, a span of 12 contests. 

 
• Oklahoma State is 67-40-5 all-time in season openers, 

including a 26-7 mark in the last 33 contests. Mike Gundy is 
8-1 as a head coach in season-opening games. 

 
• The Cowboys are now 13-1 in their last 14 non-conference 

games, dating back to the start of the 2010 season, and have 
won their last four neutral-site contests. 

 
• The Cowboys are 25-3 in their last 28 games against 

unranked opponents. 
 
• OSU has won eight of its last nine games played inside the 

state borders of Texas. 
 
• Oklahoma State is now 9-1 in its last 10 games against 

current Southeastern Conference teams, including 
newcomers Missouri and Texas A&M. 

 
Opponent Notes 
• Oklahoma State was held scoreless in the first quarter for the 

first time since the Kansas game last season on Oct. 13, a 
span of nine games. 

 
• The Cowboys had just 46 total passing yards in the first half 

against Mississippi State. That’s the fewest passing yards in a 
half for OSU since the second half of the Cotton Bowl vs Ole 
Miss on Jan. 2, 2010 (had 32 passing yards vs the Rebels after 
halftime). 

 
 
 

Individual Notes 
• Individuals making their first-career starts on defense for 

Oklahoma State were: DE Jimmy Bean, DE Tyler Johnson and 
WLB Ryan Simmons. Offensively, RG Travis Cross and WR 
Jhajuan Seales made their first-career starts in a Cowboy 
uniform. 

 
• First-time players for OSU today were: transfers Brandon 

Garrett, Ofa Hautau, Tyler Patmon, Kip Smith, Sam Wren; 
true freshmen Marcell Ateman, Ben Grogan, Deric Robertson; 
and redshirt freshmen Emmanuel Ogbah, Jhajuan Seales, Zac 
Veatch. 

 
• Senior cornerback Justin Gilbert’s interception with 5:05 

remaining in the first quarter was the sixth of his career and 
his first since the Fiesta Bowl game against Stanford on Jan. 
2, 2012. 

 
• Sophomore quarterback J.W. Walsh surpassed his career 

single-game high in rushing yards in the first half with 75 vs 
the Bulldogs. He finished the game with 125 yards rushing. 
His previous high was 73 vs Louisiana on Sept. 15, 2012. 

 
• Walsh became the first QB to rush for 100 yards in a game 

since Zac Robinson compiled 144 vs Baylor in 2007. 
 
• Senior running back Jeremy Smith’s 1-yard TD run with 10:41 

remaining in the third quarter was the 26th of his career. He 
recorded his first multiple-TD game since the season opener 
last season (scored scored 3 TDs vs Savannah State). 

 
• Smith finished with 15 carries, matching his career high he 

set vs Grambling State on Sept. 26, 2009. 
 
• Zack Craig’s INT with 1:51 remaining in the game was the 

second of his career. He also had an interception against 
TCU last season. 

 
• Walsh (125 yards rushing) and Smith (102 rushing yards) 

combined to give OSU two 100-yard rushers for the first 
time since last year’s season opener vs Savannah State. 

 
• Junior punter Kip Smith finished with six punts for 271 yards, 

an average of 45.2 yards per punt. 
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POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
MISSISSIPPI STATE HEAD COACH DAN MULLENS (Transcribed by Tiffani Walker) 
 
(on the game)  “Oklahoma state, give them a lot of credit.  They played very well today.  I actually want to thank 
everybody with the AdvoCare Texas Kickoff Classic for inviting us to play in this game. It was a great experience 
for our guys.  It’s really neat to play in this big of a game, first game of the season, and to really see where you’re 
at as a football team. I give Oklahoma State a lot of credit. They found a way, dealt with some adversity early on, 
found a way to keep fighting, found a way to score some points and win the game. There are a lot of positives for 
us to take out of this game.  I’m happy with how our guys played.  We made a lot of first game mistakes that you 
see.  I don’t know about them, but I know with us, we made a lot of the first game mistakes that come early in the 
season.  It’s what happens when you’re in these big of games, the margin for error is very, very small.  And those 
mistakes can come back and hurt you.  We had some great opportunities, especially in that first half, to score 
some more points and we didn’t take advantage of it.  We had some silly penalties, had some missed 
assignments.  And all fixable issues; things that we can get corrected.  I think our guys overall played very hard.  I 
know where the big talk always coming in is the tempo is going to be such a huge issue.  I don’t think tempo was 
an issue for our guys at all during the day.  I thought they handled all of that stuff on the defensive side of the ball 
very, very well.  And offensively, we’ve got a lot of corrections we can make.  We can do a better job as coaches, 
I can do a better job of making sure we’re getting us in the right situations. Making adjustments faster and 
better.  And we can do some other things to get this cleaned up for next week.  Really, overall excited about our 
team and the type of season that we can have.  When you look at this game, you know, we said coming in here 
sometimes this first game can be a benchmark.  It doesn’t define your season in any way, shape or form, but it 
can be a benchmark against a team that is supposed to win their conference championship.  Where are we 
at?  And our guys can really learn from that, see where we are, and the little things we have to do to fix so that we 
can be a team that contends for the conference championship this year.” 
 
(on the offensive struggles and what was the central problem)  “I think we did a great job early in the game.  We 
were up and down the field early, we just didn’t capitalize on things and we started making some mistakes.  Then, 
we had some missed assignments here and there.  And when you get missed assignments and drive killers, 
especially against really good football teams like they are, they are going to jump out pretty big on you right 
there.  When you have those types of issues they were crowding the line of scrimmage a lot.   I should have done 
a better of taking shots down the field to them.  We were trying to protect and slowly breaking the wide receivers, 
who, now all those guys have a game under their belt as they move forward and they are going to be able to 
watch themselves play a live game and see what things they can improve on.” 
 
(on how his team will react to this first loss going into week two)  “That is all part of it right now.  Like we told our 
guys, the chances of us going undefeated this year were pretty slim.  I think the chances for most teams to go 
undefeated are pretty slim.  It’s how you react to that, and how you learn from mistakes and things you can do to 
correct it.  For us, every goal that we have is still pretty much in place, to have a chance to compete for an SEC 
Championship.  There are a lot of things we need to correct.  A lot of corrections to make.  When you get in big 
games, this is going to be very similar to a conference game for us.  With a lot of players now, they get to see it 
on film, they get to see how small that margin for error is.  When you have opportunities, we have to take 
advantage of it.  We have to call plays to take advantage of it, we have to execute it, and then we have to make 
the plays to put us in a position to win the game.  I think we had a bunch of those opportunities in the first half to 
score more points and we didn’t take advantage of it.  I think overall, you just look everything, you look at a lot of 
those sloppy things that we did. We didn’t get the job done.  Had two turnovers, they had none.  Flip those 
around, I don’t know if that changes the result of the game, but it certainly could be different.  Turnovers are kind 
of both big momentum killers for us in the course of the game.” 
 
(on Oklahoma State switching quarterbacks and how that changed the game)  “I don’t think it changed much.  I 
think they got some success running that zone read, with the counter zone read with a bunch of the pullers 
coming around for the quarterback.  I don’t think we did a great job adjusting to it fast enough and gave up a 
couple big plays.  After we adjusted to it, I think we played it a little better.  I’ve been in having two quarterbacks 
before.  You get into a game, and they were slow, and all of a sudden got a little spark, got a little juice, and you 
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stick with the hot hand.  I don’t it really changed their game plan all that much and what they were doing, they just 
found some success on some things and I don’t think we adjusted fast enough to it.” 
 
(on the condition of QB Tyler Russell and having a conversation with the official about head shots)  ‘I just asked 
him, I know that’s the biggest emphasis this year, and if you have a kid out there that obviously took a major shot, 
I guess, to the head somewhere, was there any foul? And they said none that they saw.  You get in these games 
sometimes, with a foreign officiating crew, I thought those guys did a great job today.  They’re a Big Ten crew, 
and they have great officials in that league, so, I was pleased to have those guys out there.  But I think Tyler 
overall is going to be ok.  He was responsive.  Obviously, anytime you have that type of head/neck issues, you’re 
going to be very, very cautious.  We’ll get more evaluation as we move forward.” 
 
(on the Oklahoma State defense and what they did to disrupt the offense)  “They pressured more.  And we kind of 
expected that coming in.  That was all their talk.  They had two new coordinators.  One of the hard things, they 
didn’t change their scheme; they still ran a very similar offense, and a very similar defense that they ran last 
year.  One of the challenges, obviously, when you face new coordinators, and guys that are calling games out 
there you don’t know how they’re going to call it. The tendencies, you can throw every tendency out the window 
because you have a new guy calling all the plays.  That was a challenge for us.  When you don’t have that to 
prepare coming into a game, and you don’t have that kind of background on the guys that are calling plays. Thy 
have some good players in the secondary, and I know that is their strength of the team, and our wideouts are 
young and up and coming.  I think those guys are going to be pretty good. They’ve got this game under their belt 
and I’m excited about the things that they can do in the future.  And I think as they move forward, some of our 
young receivers, they are going to understand the speed of the game.  They now know what game day is 
like.  this is the first time for a lot of them coming out there today.”  
 
MISSISSIPPI STATE RUNNINGBACK LADARIUS PERKINS (Transcribed by Matt Bodiford) 
 
(on what prevented the big plays from happening) “We just have to execute more. We got too many penalties, 
and people just weren’t mentally focused at the time on those plays. We just have to make sure we clean it up in 
practice this week. We just talked to everybody in the locker room and everyone is juiced up for practice this 
week. We’re ready to play in front of our home crowd and get a “W.” 
 
(on not converting on third and short) “Yeah, we feel like we didn’t play to the best of our ability as a team. We just 
have to make sure we get better this week. We’ve been practicing a lot on third down, and we just have to make 
sure we execute. That’s the main thing you have to do on the field is execute, and move the ball down the field to 
score points.” 
 
(on not letting losses snowball) “We aren’t going to let one game define our season. We are going to put this loss 
behind us. We played a pretty good team, but I feel like we could’ve beat those guys. They are a good team, but 
we didn’t execute to our level. I feel like if we played those guys again we’ll beat them. It’s just little things we 
have to get better at. We had great effort, and everybody played hard tonight.” 

 

MISSISSIPPI STATE RUNNING BACK JEREMY SMITH (Transcribed by ReShun Gilmore) 
 
(on Oklahoma State’s physical play) “All the credit to the O-line (offensive line), “J Dub” (J.W. Walsh) did a great 
job out there and the defense played impressive. I really just want to give this game to the defense. Those guys 
went out there against an SEC team and did their thing, so the game goes to them.” 
 
(on their style of play) “Our up-tempo offense kills people. Not taking anything away from Mississippi State, 
they’re a great team and I know that they will do good in the SEC, but as long as we can keep playing fast, that’s 
going to hurt a lot of people.” 
 
(on controlling the time of possession ) “As long as we can do that and keep scoring, we’ll be good. They did their 
thing in the first half and we did our thing in the second half. We came out in the second half and really put it on 
them.” 
 
MISSISSIPPI STATE WIDE RECEIVER JAMEON LEWIS (Transcribed by Nicole Gomez) 
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(on how he felt about his performance today) “I mean, not too good because we didn’t get the win like I 
envisioned, but you know it’s the first game so we got a whole season ahead of us. We just can’t let this 
determine our season. It was going pretty well and then we kind of fell out. I think we’re going have to sit back and 
watch film and learn from that and get better.” 
 
(on the coaching strategy) “I think we probably should have took a couple more shots, but no, I know he’s got 
other things he’s got to worry about so I know he’s going to come to me soon, but I’m just going to play my role 
and just do my job.” 
 
(On backup quarterback Dak Prescott’s performance) “Dak’s just Dak. His work ethic is crazy. I trust Dak. I don’t 
even have to feel, so when he came on the field, I had no worries, just let him run the offense. I’m pretty sure he’s 
upset right now. Everybody’s upset, but that’s just going to make us try even harder.” 
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POSTGAME QUOTES 
 
OSU HEAD COACH MIKE GUNDY (Transcribed by Ellie Pardee) 
 
(on sophomore quarterback J.W. Walsh) “Yes, he will be our starter in the next game. We had plans to play him in 
the third series. We weren’t very good in the first two obviously and then when J.W. came in he kind of gave us a 
spark and we certainly could make an adjustment at that time so we just continued to move forward from that 
point.”  
 
(on J.W. Walsh’s 46-yard run changing the momentum of the game) “It certainly did for us because before that we 
hadn’t done anything. We were about about as ‘blah’ as we’d ever been for the reasons that I mentioned earlier. 
The concerns that we had early on offense in this game were the same thing that I’ve told our local media for 
months. When you try to get two quarterbacks ready it’s difficult, and then we had some guys playing on the 
offensive line that are new for the most part. You’re always concerned about that. I don’t think we gave up a sack 
so I was pleased with that. I think there’s any question that the story of the game for us was our defense. There 
hadn’t been many games at Ok St over the last five or six years or maybe longer than that where the defense is 
the story. It’s a team game, but the defense certainly kept us in and allowed the offense to get going in the third 
and fourth quarter.” 
 
(on the change in Oklahoma State’s defense during the game) “You’re right, we weren’t very good really in the 
first two series. They went right down the field on us. We allowed them to convert third and what I call extra long. 
We weren’t getting enough pressure, we can’t let them stand back there for five seconds. That’s too long. We 
made some adjustments on some alignments, and techniques up front, Glenn (Spencer) and Joe Bob (Clements) 
did a nice job with that and we were able to get more pressure on them. Really what happened was up front on 
both sides of the ball we wore them down as the game went on. We had more energy than they had and we were 
able to get to them.”  
 
(on anticipating the battle in the trenches today) “No, you never know in the first game. I would have slept better in 
the last few weeks if I’d been able to anticipate that. The truth is is that we felt like, and I can’t speak for their 
camp, they were going to try to wear us down up front and try to pound on us in the running game. They are 
bigger than we are, considerably bigger. Our plan going in was that if we didn’t have success it wasn’t going to be 
because they were pounding us and we couldn’t get the ball back. Essentially we had to stop the run and then we 
had to run the football on offense.”  
 
(on the spark from J.W. Walsh and what the coaches saw from him even in the drives that weren’t successful) 
“Well we moved the ball a little bit, and again I’m can’t remember for sure, and we had a couple of penalties but 
we actually had some rhythm and some momentum. The running game that was added to our offense by Coach 
UR played to his favor today because Miss St struggled with defending it and obviously we could see that. We 
were getting chunks and we had a penalty and we were still getting chunks and we were getting in the open field 
running the ball. That part played in his favor, similar like when we played washington state a few years ago when 
we were in the diamond and they hadn’t seen it, and we went up and down the field the first couple of quarters. 
This was similar to that. First game of the year, an unorthodox blocking scheme and set, and in  my opinion it was 
obvious that they struggled with it and that we needed to keep running it.”  

 
 

OSU QUARTERBACK J.W. WALSH (Transcribed by Hank Nathan) 
 
(on what it was like when he went into the game after not starting) “It was exciting just to be able to get in in the 
first game of the season, we’ve been waiting all year for. To get in and play and be able to lay it on the line with 
the guys, we fought all offseason for it and, now, to be able to get out there and play, it was a lot of fun and 
exciting. There were some tough moments at the beginning there. Once we hit our stride, we were good.” 
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(on running plays to the left side and if that was by design or if it just happened that way on the first scoring drive) 
“We kind of had an idea of when they lined up in formation and we saw it and just exploited it over and over again. 
They didn’t really adjust to it, so we just kept exploiting it.” 
 
(on if he was surprised by how easy they were able to run the zone-read against their defense) “Not really, just 
because they haven’t seen it before. We never ran it before and it was the first time they had seen it. They weren’t 
prepared for it. They weren’t ready for it. For it to work over and over again like that, it was exciting to be that 
successful. It was a lot of fun and exciting.” 
 
(on being able to run effectively) “To see our run game be so successful is nice to see early on in the season, 
especially against a big physical defense like that. You’ve got to give credit to them because, at the beginning of 
the game, they were downhill and they were coming at us. To be able to still run for however many yards we ran 
for was exciting to see and I think we’re going to build on that and be able to expand.” 
 
(on if he felt like the team was gradually wearing Mississippi State down) “Once we started rolling and getting our 
drives going and hitting our tempo stuff, we saw them kind of grind down a little bit. We were just ready to keep 
going and going. I think that’s something that we’ve always had to our advantage because we’re such a fast 
offense. It was something that we saw we could take advantage of.” 
 
(on being named the starter for next week’s game) “It’s exciting to be able to keep on leading the team and be 
able to keep playing. To be able to have the opportunity to lead the team and my brothers we’ve come to love and 
play ball is exciting.” 
 
(on how big of a boost his 46-yard run was) “I think that kind of was a big spark plug. That was just a little read on 
my part, give or take, and those big guys upfront did the rest. I think our fullback and running back did a great job 
blocking on the perimeter out there. It was just kind of a 40-yard sprint for me. I’ve got to give all the credit to 
those guys, they did a great job.” 
 
OSU CORNERBACK JUSTIN GILBERT (Transcribed by Roman Petrowski) 
 
(on how the defense was able to respond after giving up so many yards in the first quarter) “Just taking 
responsibility upon ourselves and just really bearing down and doing our job, and continuing to play relentless. 
Everybody brought it and we didn’t get down on ourselves and we knew our offense was eventually going to 
make plays. So it happened.” 
 
(on his interception) “That part just came to me from running to the ball like Coach (Defensive Coordinator Glenn) 
Spencer coaches us every day. Run to the ball and hopefully something will happen.” 
 
(on the energy of the defense) “Yeah, we had guys flying to the ball. We were making substitutions and our 
defense was flying on and off the field, moving around, showing different coverages and confusing the front. Our 
guys were just making plays.” 

 
OSU LINEBACKER SHAUN LEWIS (Transcribed by Kenneth Kapner) 
 
(on the Oklahoma State defensive line) “Our guys up front did a terrific job, I mean, a good job up front just 
holding point and allowing us to run free and make tackles. So kudos to them, I mean they really won this game 
for us.” 
 
(on matching up with an SEC opponent) “We play physical in the Big XII too; it’s just we run so many plays, 
people overlook it. But we play physical in the Big XII as well. 
 
OSU RUNNING BACK DESMOND ROLAND (Transcribed by Kenneth Kapner) 
 
(on late game momentum) “We knew coming in it wasn’t going to be perfect. We’ve just been going against our 
defense for four weeks now so we had to make the right reads. We didn’t know what to expect from them. So we 
knew our run game was going to help us out to get to our passing game and our offense, then once we got that 
rolling it was good. It was all downhill.” 
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(on starting the season in a major neutral-site game) “It’s a big confidence booster for our team. It’s good 
motivation, we beat an SEC team. Our defense played real well, they’ve been playing real well all through two-a-
days. It’s good for our offense to have a good tough kind of ground game against their defense. They brought it, 
but at the end of the day we got the win and that’s all we care about.” 
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