
2014 MISSISSIPPI STATE POSTGAME NOTES
MARCH 21, 2014 VS. VANDERBILT

TEAM NOTES
• The Bulldogs have outscored their opponents 36-3 with Preston Brown on the mound in Brown’s last 

28.2 innings. 
• Before facing the Bulldog batting order, Vanderbilt starting pitcher Tyler Beede had allowed only six runs 

(three earned) in 32.1 innings pitched. In 2.2 innings Friday night, MSU scored 11 runs (fi ve earned) off  
the projected top-fi ve pick in the 2014 MLB Draft. 

• Mississippi State is off  to its best conference start since 2006 (3-1).
• The 17 runs plated by MSU were the most scored by the Bulldogs vs. Vanderbilt since 1997.
• The plus-15 margin was the highest against the Commodores since a 19-4 win in 1989.
• The four runs scored in the fi rst were the most since March 26, 2013 against Austin Peay (4), and the fi rst 

time against an SEC opponent since April 29, 2012 versus Ole Miss (4).
• The 17 runs scored by the Maroon and White were the most against an SEC opponent since April 19, 

2009 vs. Kentucky (17).
• The Bulldogs improved to 10-4 against Top-20 opponents since May 12, 2013. 
• State improved its’ all-time record against the Commodores to 68-40-2, including a 37-18-1 mark in 

Starkville.
• MSU is 14-2 this season when scoring fi rst. 
• John Cohen earned his 16th win against Top-5 competition as MSU skipper.
• After sending 10 batters to the plate in the bottom of the third, MSU has batted around eight times this 

season.
• The fi ve runs scored in the third were the most in an inning since March 2, 2014 against Eastern Illinois. 
• After committing 10 errors in its fi rst 10 games, MSU has made just two in its previous 14 outings.
• The Bulldog pitching staff  picked up its’ ninth quality start of the season (8-1).
• MSU improved to 11-2 when the starter goes fi ve-plus innings.

PLAYER NOTES
• In his fi rst SEC start, redshirt sophomore right-hander Preston Brown improved to 3-0 in four starts with a 

team-low 1.12 ERA. 
• Brown earned his team-best third quality start of the year after pitching 8.0 innings on Friday night.
• Senior second baseman Brett Pirtle has reached base safely in 33-straight games vs. SEC opponents and 

has a nine-game hitting streak in league play. Pirtle has hit safely in 22 of 24 games this season and is 
9-for-18 (.500) against Vanderbilt in fi ve career games with four runs, two RBI, two doubles and a walk.

• Redshirt junior fi rst baseman Wes Rea has reached base safely 23 times in 24 games this year.
• The three runs scored by Rea were the most since April 14, 2013 against Texas A&M.
• Since March 1 vs. Eastern Illinois, junior shortstop Seth Heck is hitting .357 (14-for-36) with eight walks, 

eight runs, eight RBIs, a pair of stolen bases and two doubles.
• The four RBIs and three runs scored on the night for Heck were the most of his Bulldog career.
• Senior infi elder Alex Detz has tallied six hits, six runs and fi ve walks in fi ve career games versus Vander-

bilt, and has now reached base safely in 11-consecutive SEC games. The three runs scored by the senior 
were his most since March 12, 2013 against Southern Miss.


