
 

 

Baseball holds a place of special importance at Mississippi State, where the Bulldogs' 
rich championship tradition has attracted record-breaking crowds and national attention. 
MSU fans, alumni, students, players, coaches and staff take great pride in positioning 
Bulldog Baseball to the front of the college baseball landscape. 
 
With the above in mind, the Bulldog Club has spent several months studying the future of 
Mississippi State's on-campus baseball facility, Dudy Noble Field at Polk-Dement 
Stadium. The design team of Wier Boerner Allin Architecture and national baseball 
stadium experts Populous, in consultation with Mississippi State alum Janet Marie Smith, 
has produced the proposed Dudy Noble Field Master Plan concept, a bold idea that is 
befitting the great tradition of Mississippi State Baseball. 
 
The Dudy Noble Field Master Plan calls for a new double-tiered grandstand, an elevated 
concourse that encircles the playing field and allows a constant view of the playing 
surface, welcoming entry plazas, restrooms, concessions, a kids' play area, berm seating, 
upgraded field lighting, HD video board, digital ribbon signage, team areas (clubhouse, 
training room, equipment room, coaches' offices, etc.), and dramatically improved 
aesthetics. 
 
DUDY NOBLE FIELD RENOVATION – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Q – How much will the Master Plan cost to execute? 
A – The current estimate is approximately $40 million. 
 
Q – Why a complete rebuild of the current facility?  Wouldn’t a renovation of the 
existing structure been more economical? 
A – Both options – a renovation and a new construction – have been explored. The smart 
long-term decision is to focus on new construction, which will provide Bulldog fans and 
the MSU baseball program with a premier facility, a structure representative of the stature 
of baseball at Mississippi State University. 
 
Q – Were other locations considered?  
A – Yes, but the combination of history at the current Dudy Noble Field, along with the 
proximity to the Palmeiro Center (indoor practice facility) and the Templeton Athletic 
Academic Center, made the current location the priority for the new stadium. 
 
Q – Will a new stadium be able to be completed during one offseason, or will the 
team have to relocate for a year?  
A –The goal would be to have enough construction done during the offseason to allow 
play at the current site the following year, understanding that it may be necessary to have 
to play through some construction. But all possible options will be reviewed in 
consultation with the design team, construction professionals and the baseball coaching 
staff. 
  
Q – How will this be paid for? 



 

 

A – The goal is to raise $20 million in private, capital gifts.  The remainder will be 
financed through the sale of new premium seating opportunities.  Since 2010, Bulldog 
fans have been incredibly generous, providing nearly $60 million in capital gifts. 
Continued donor support will be imperative for the new baseball stadium project to 
become a reality. 
 
Q – When will construction begin? 
A – We hope to move quickly, but there are two immediate priorities ... 1) achieving the 
Bulldog Club's fundraising goal of $20 million and 2) focusing on moving the current 
conceptual design forward toward schematic design. 
 
Q – What happens to those who made a one-time donation for chairback seats when 
the current Polk-Dement Stadium was constructed in the mid-1980s? 
A – Mississippi State Athletics remains appreciative of those who helped make the 
current stadium a reality nearly 30 years ago, helping the Maroon and White become the 
benchmark for college baseball facilities in the process. 
 There are currently about 3,500 chairback seats whose ticketholders made one-
time gifts. Those ticketholders have been allowed to keep those seats each year as long as 
they continued to purchase the season ticket. In a new stadium, those ticketholders will 
A) be guaranteed the opportunity to acquire a chairback seat(s) in the new facility, and B) 
will receive credit and consideration for gifts associated with their original chairback gift. 
 Mississippi State appreciates the input of our season ticket holders.  Comments 
about the improvement of restrooms, concessions, viewing areas, walkways, etc., are 
addressed in the new facility.  These improvements, of course, can not be made without 
your financial support.  
 
Q – How much will seats be for those who didn't make a one-time donation for 
seats?  
A – Specific donation levels associated with acquiring chair back seats have not been 
determined at this time. 
 
Q – Will the current skybox holders receive priority in the new stadium? 
A – Current skybox holders will receive the first right to retain skybox amenities in the 
new Dudy Noble Field/Polk-Dement Stadium.  There will be additional skybox 
opportunities for Bulldog fans who have previously been unable to secure skybox 
seating.  The current stadium has 18 skyboxes; the plan is for the new stadium to have 
approximately 50 skyboxes (25 in main grandstand and 25 in the outfield). 
 
Q – What other premium seating options will the new facility offer?  
A – In addition to skyboxes, potential plans include both club and loge seating. 
 
Q – Will there still be a Left Field LoungeTM? 
A – Yes! It is important that the history and tradition of the Left Field LoungeTM be 
preserved. However, there will be some adjustments to allow for more fans to safely 
enjoy this unique college baseball experience, while maintaining the community feel that 
makes Left Field LoungeTM so special. 



 

 

 For safety purposes, the outfield 'spots' will be built permanently into place. The 
goal is for current passholders to be given the opportunity to help customize their location 
in the Left Field LoungeTM. Each of the 86 spots will have access to added amenities such 
as electricity, storage, and a common concourse connecting the entire outfield facility to 
the rest of the stadium.  New restroom and concession areas will also be located in the 
renovated outfield area. 
 No longer will outfield space holders be required to bring their “rigs” to campus 
and go through the painstaking process of parking, securing, making their areas safe, and 
then removing their “rigs” at season’s end. Plus, as fall baseball continues to become a 
popular attraction, the permanency will allow fans more opportunities to enjoy this 
cherished location. 
 
Q – Why change the outfield?  The Left Field LoungeTM is a Mississippi State 
tradition, and iconic in college baseball. 
A – As stated above, preservation of the Left Field LoungeTM is of the utmost importance 
to everyone, but safety, convenience, and comfort are key considerations.  The new Left 
Field LoungeTM design maintains the ambiance Bulldog fans have enjoyed, removes 
potential hazards, allows for a permanent student area in right field and provides 
amenities that maintain this premier location fans have enjoyed for years. 
 Your safety is our primary goal – but rest assured, this will be done in a way that 
also allows the Left Field LoungeTM to retain its unique culture and appeal. 
 
Q – Who will have the first shot at getting a spot in the Left Field LoungeTM?  
A – There are currently 86 outfield 'rigs' at Dudy Noble Field, and 86 outfield 'spaces' 
have been designed in the new facility. The current passholders will have first rights to 
those 86 spots. With all of the upgrades that our Left Field LoungeTM fans requested, 
there will be a reflected price adjustment; however, the Left Field LoungeTM is not 
intended to be priced as a premium location (even though we all know that it is!).  
 
Q – Will Mississippi State students still be able to sit in the grandstand? 
A – Yes.  There will still be a reserved section available to MSU students, as there has 
been in the past.  Members of the The Dudes will still be able to access seats in the 
grandstand as well. 
 Additionally, the berms in right field are designed with students in mind, so that 
they have a place to call home in the Dudy Noble outfield. 
 
Q – What is the capacity of the new facility? Will Mississippi State still be able to 
accommodate record crowds? 
A – The goal is to continue to do what Mississippi State has always done: host the largest 
crowds in college baseball. Several details still remain to be determined, but the new 
grandstand will hold more fans than the current grandstand, berm seating down each line 
will allow for greater general admission seating, and the outfield should accommodate 
the same number of fans, if not more.  Additionally, there will be outstanding standing 
room views of the field surrounding the concourse that the current facility does not allow. 
 



 

 

Q – From the artist’s renderings, it appears that right field has become a primary 
entrance to Dudy Noble Field. What was the reason for that? 
A – There will be two primary entry points; behind home plate and in the right field 
corner. The largest parking areas are to the east of Dudy Noble Field, so most of the fans 
are coming from the southeast and the northeast parking lots.  The right field corner gate 
will provide the most space for a dramatic entrance to what will become the premier 
baseball facility in the country. 
 
Q – What is the building behind the Left Field LoungeTM? 
A – The concept is to build skyboxes in the outfield, but ones that have usefulness 
beyond baseball gamedays. We call them the Left Field LoftsTM, 1,000-square-foot suites 
with balconies. In addition, the Left Field LoftsTM have two bedrooms, a kitchen and a 
common room that make them livable space throughout the year.  It’s a revolutionary 
concept that will add to the uniqueness of Dudy Noble Field. 
 
Q – Will the name of the stadium change? 
A – There are no current plans to change the name of the playing surface – Dudy Noble 
Field – nor the stadium itself – Polk-DeMent Stadium.  There will, however, be several 
unique and exciting naming opportunities which will assist in financing the new facility. 
	


